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HERE is hardly an inftance 

upon record, of a queftion fo 
intricate, fo loft as it were, in a 
wildernefs of complicated incidents as 
that of the famous necklace, fuppofed 
to have been bought of the very 
jewellers of the Crown, for the ufe of 
the Sovereign. And by whom? Bya 
man of the firft rank both in tempo- 
ral and clerical dignities. By Prince 
Louis DE Ronan, adefcendant of one 
of the firft families in France, whofe 
anceftors have held independent princi- 
palities of their own in Britany. Him- 
felf'a Prince of the Roman Empire, 
in right of his bifhoprick of Strafburgh, 
Grand-Almoner to his moft Chriftian 
Majefty and a Cardinal; to crown the 
| whole 
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whole, a man poftetied of livings and 
church . preferrnents: to the yearly “4- 
mount of 60,o0ol]. Sterling, befides 
a large patrimony of his OWDs \ 15 rn 
ech 1S the perfon charged ith. 
the commiffion of a crimé which 
would | put even the moft confummate 
depravity to the bluth. Virtue and, 
vice they fay have each their progref- 
five degrees. ,.No. one can be all 
at once ‘a wretch: Thus far, there- 
fore I think that probabilities militate 
{trongly in favour of the Cardinal, 
that. the fa@s may-, do - fo likewite, 
muft be the wath: of all thofe., who 
have at heart the ek of Man. 


But my objea j 1s not at prea to 
dive into this j iniquitous mydtery. It 
is the C Cardinal’s pretended or teal 


accom- 
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accomplices, if not rather his feducers, 
who call up my attention. 


“The firtt, who is involved in this 
affair, and may, inall likelihood, prove 
the very contriver of the whole plot, 
1s the ** ‘Comteffle De la Motte.” ‘This 
Lady’s deféent from’ Henry the Id. 
of France, by the baftard line, is efta- 
blifhed beyond contradi€tion ; but the 
obfcurity in which the hiwbel before 
the benevolent harid of the Marchio- 
nefs de Brainvilliers was ftretch’d out 
to her affiftance, was by no means fa- 
vourable to the difplay of thofe noble 
fentiments which the world natural- 
ly looks for ‘in perfons, whofe birth’ 
fets them above the vulgar. Brought 
up to the bufinefs of a mantua-ma- 
ker, fhe early imbibed ~ that {pirit of 
isn’ infeparable (I {peak of Paris) 
from 
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from that occupation. The firft I 
can trace her to have carried on, oz 
her own account, is her intimacy 
with one La Motte, ftyled in the 
memorial of the Comteffe, an officer 
of Gendarms; though in faé@ he 
never rofe above the fituation of a 
private in that corps, and who is 
now dubbed a Comze, with as much 
right to that title, as thoufands of 
our French vifitors here ean pretend 
to that of Chevaliers, Marquis’s, &c, 
&e. i | 


The zext in fucceflion, though 
he certainly deferves: to be men- 
tioned firff, is the celebrated Comte 
DE Cacuiosrro. The extraordinary 
character of that unaceountable be- 
ing has too long puzzled the inqui- 
{itive part of mankind, (and few of 
us indeed can plead an exception), 
not 
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not to merit the immediate attention 
I pay to him, in preference to the 
Comteffe. My intention being to 
give, hereafter, a full account of 
the whole tranfaction ; that Lady’s 
memorial will have its turn next, 

together with every particular con- 
cerning the Cardinal, and‘the au- 

thenticity of “my correfpondence 
will enable me to do it in a full and 
fatisfactory manner, fo far as relates 
to plain mattter of fact. 


Comté pe Cacriostro leaves the 
public in perfect darknefs about his 
birth and parents.: Hence fo many 
conjectures made by idle {peculators. 
One of them, determined at all 
events to give a father, at leaft, to 
the Comte, has fixed upon the late 
Grand Mafter of Malta, Pinro. He 
gravely tells the world, that a Mal- 
b tefe 
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tele Galley, captured about 37 years 
ago, a. Turkith pleafure-boat, with 
feveral young Ladies of the firft 
diftinction.on board, one of. them 
exchanged hearts with the Grand 
Mafter, who by his holy vow of 
celibacy, could make of his fair cap- 
ture any thing, but a lawful wife, 
Some little time after the Grand 
Signor, by the interpofition of the 
French Court, obtained that the 
Ladies fhould be returned to their 
difconfolate parents. © They all fet 
off together, not even the Grand 
Mifire/s excepted. The latter could 
not ealily conceal her fhame; the 
was brought to bed of a boy.. Her 
father, enraged at this, though a very. 
common accident, would have: deu 
ftroyed the fruit Sofibis daughter’s 
unlawful amour; but fhe found 


means 
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means to have the child put ina 
place of fafety, and foon after died 
by poifon or of a broken heart. 
Thus runs the tale of the day. 


But I am happy to have it in my 
power to refute the above fiction, 
by an account of Caglioftro’s real 
birth. My author is the Courrzr 
DE. L Europe of the roth inftant. 
A paper which, in point of French 
information, I look upon as the 
only criterion of authenticity. 


The imperial family of the Com- 
NENES have long reigned indepen~ 
dent over the Chriftian Empire of 
Trebifond ; _ but, by procefs of 
time, they became tributary to the 
Turks. From that noble fource 
Comte de Caclioftro derives his ori- 
gin, This is now proved beyond 


b 2 any 
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any difpute. He was born’ iif the 
capital of that empire, and isackaow- 
ledged to be the only furviving fon of 
the Prince who, about 35 years ago, 
{way d the precarious {ceptreof rebi- 
fond. Atthat period,when Comte Ca- 
glioftro was in, or near the third year 
of his age, a revolution took place, 
the reigning Prince his father was 
MaRisted Hy the feditious, and him- 
felf, by fome trufty friend to the 
weaker party, carried ‘to Medina, 
where the Cherif had the unpreju- 
diced ge nerofity to have him brought — 


up in ae religion of his ChiAisn 
parents, 


Whether Comte dé Caglioftro has 


thought proper, from political rea- 
fons, to remain, ds: 7F were, in a 


cloud, or actuated by the fpirit of a 
becoming pride, has difdained’ te 
‘ gratify 
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gratify the curiofity of a nation, 
where he has been’ treated with 
fo much indignity: certain it is, 
that his high defcent is. no longer 
contefted; but even circumftanti- 
ally proved in his memorial, wherein 
he recites, that the black flave in 
his fervice, told him, of all things, to 
_ beware of the city of Trebifond, and 
predicted the misfortunes that were 
to befall him, after his departure 
from Mecca. 
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M 3E..M:.0O.R DaA cL, 


FOR THE 


COMTE DE CAGLIOSTRO. 





AM opprefled—~accufed—~defamed !— 

Have I deferved this fate ?—I confult 
with my confcience, and there I find that 
peace which men refufe me. 


I have travelled much—I am known all 
over Europe, and the greateft part of Africa 
and Afia.—I have, in every place, fhewn 
myfelf.a friend to my fellow-creatures.— 
My knowledge, my time, my fortune, have 
conftantly been employed in adminiftering 
comfort to the unfortunate. I have ftudied, 

ee practifed 
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practifed phyfic; but never difgraced that 
nobleft and moft comforting fcience by any 
lucrative f{peculations. Yielding to a fe-_ 
cret, an wrefiftible impulfe, I flew to the 
relief of fuffering- humanity, and thus be- 
came a phylician. 


Rich enough to move eafy within that 
{phere of benevolence which I had traced 
out for myfelf, kfound means to preferve 
my independence by. gzvzmg, but never re- 
ceiving ; my delicacy was fuch, that I re- 
fufed rewards, even from the hands of 
Sovereigns.—The wealthy I have affifted 
with remedies and advice—to the poor I 
have given both money and remedies.— 
Debts I never contraéted; in my morals I 
am chafte, nay, I will fay it, auftere; I 
never gave offence to any one, either in 
my words, deeds, or writings. The in- 
juries offered to me I have freely forgiven; 
the good I have done, was done in filence. 


A ftranger every-where, I have every-where 
Fulfilled the duties of a good citizen— 
évery-where I have refpected the religion, 
the laws, and government.—Such is the 
hiftory of my life. 


ca Settled 
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Settled for thefe fix years amoneft a fen- 
fible, generous, and hofpitable people, I 
thought to have found at lafta country that 
Y could adopt for my own.—I already en- 
joyed the flattering profpect of doing good 
to my new countrymen:—A fudden clap 
of thunder has difpelled the fond illufion; 
and I find myfelf entombed within ‘the 
dungeon of the Baftitle.—My wife too! the 
moft amiable, the moft virtuous of women, 
has been dragged into the fame aby{s.— 
The thickeft walls, bolts without number, 
part her from me.—She laments her fate, 
and I cannot hear her moans!—If I inter- 
rogate my gaolers, they are filent. Alas! 
pethaps fhe is no more! How could her 
tender frame refift to fuch fufferings? Hath 
it been poffible for her to live fix months 
in a place, where man himéfelf has Seton, 
for all his {treneth, all his fortitude, all 
his refignation, to ftrugele againft defpair? 
——But I entertain the reader with my own 
woes, forgetting that Iam doomed to enter 
into my juftification. 
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I have been apprehended and caft into a 
prifon!—What crime have I committed ?—» 
‘What is the charge brought againf{t me?— 
Who is my accufer?—Is there any witnefs. 
to depofe again{ft me?—I am completely in 
;ethe dark.—Even the nature of the com- 
plaint, on which the warrant is grounded, 
is not known to me; and yet they will 
have me to juftify myfelf!—-How can I 
ward off a blow ftruck by an invifible ° 
hand?—-I am anfwered, that the criminal 
law here will have it fo,—I am filent, and 
with an aching heart I humbly fubmit to 
a law fo fevere, and fo alarming to im- 
peached innocence, 


All I can do, therefore, is to furmife 
what may be the nature of the charge. IEf 
I conjecture right, I thall have combated. 
againft mere chimeras; but I (hall have- 
{poken in favour of truth, and given to 
the fenfible part of the public, an oppor- 
tunity of fetting a proper value on the li- 
bels publithed againft a wretched man, at 
the very time that he lingers in captivity, 
threatened with the two edged {word of 
juftice and power, 

STATE 














STATE OF THE QUESTION. 


That Meffs. Bohmer and Baflanges have 
delivered, to the Cardinal de Rohan, a 
necklace valued at 1,600,000 livres, is a 
fact which feems now fully. eftablithed. 


It feems equally certain, that the Car- 
dinal has declared to the jewellers, that he 
acted only as an agent in the bufinefs; 
that the real purchafer was the Queen ; 
‘and that, to this effect, he produced a 
written inftrument, reciting the terms un- 
der which the purchafe was to be made, 
and having, in the margin, thefe words: 
** Bon— bon— approuvé MAR1IE—ANTOI- 
*© NETTE DE FRANCE.” 


Her Majefty has declared, that ‘« fhe 
** had never given any orders for the pur- 
‘*chafe of the necklace; that the ‘never 
‘*had approved of the fuppofed terms, 
*‘and that fhe never received the neck- 
* lace,” 
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It is then beyond difpute, that the reality 
of a mifdemeanor is fally eftablifhed—but 
of what nature is the offence? 


Common fenfe tells me, and my coun- 
fel’s opinion confirms it, that there*is no 
material forgery in the cafe; not the leaft 
pain has been taken to imitate the Queen’s 
hand-writing; nay the fignature, {ub- 
{cribed to the paper, by which the jewellers 
have been deceived, is not, they fay, that 
which her Majefty ufually affumes, 


What then muft it be called P—A fup~ 
poftitious fignature, with an intent to de- 
fraud the jewellers and entice them to de- 
liver up, upon truft, a trinket of great 
value, which, perhaps, they would not have 
confented to, had they known that it was 


intended for any other perfon but- the 
Queen herfelf. 


What have the Jaws decreed againit this 
crime? what punifhment is provided to 
punifh the abufe of a facred name? I know 
not, nor does it concern me to be informed 


of 
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of it: all I have to do in this affair, is to 
alk juftice for myfelf, and pardon for the 
offender.—Submiflive innocence hath per- 
haps a right to hold this language. 


But who is the offender ? 


Did Cardinal de Rohan know that the 
fignature was an impofition?—Did he 
know, that the Queen had in fact given ne 
order concerning the necklace >—Did he 
Know in fine, that the necklace was not to 
be delivered to the Queen? 


On the very contrary: has he not been 
the innocent accomplice in a fraud, to 
which he was the firft to fall a viGim? 
Did he think,—had he not a right to be- 
lieve, that he had been chofen as negotiator 
in a tranfaétion acceptable to the Queen; 
and which her Majefty withed, for a time, 
to be kept fecret. 


Involved, I know not how, in fuch ma- 
terial concerns, I thall not degrade in this 
circumftance, the title of the friend of man- 
kind, 
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hind, which has at times been conferred 
upon me, perhaps not unworthily; I fhall 
expofe my innocence without declaring for 
any party. ‘Traduced in the moft unac- 
countable manner by a woman whom I 
have never injured, I moft fincerely with 
that fhe may fully clear herfelf. Happy 
if juftice can find no more than one perfon 
guilty in this affair ! 


The Cardinal pretends, that he has beenim- 
pofed upon by the Comteffe pe La MoT Ts, 
The latter has, in the greateft hurry, and 
before any decree had been obtained, pub- 
lifhed a memorial in which fhe charges me 
with being a fharper—a forcerer—a thief, 
and namely, that I had laid, and carried 
into execution, a plan for ruining Cardinal 
de Rohan; and alfo that I had fecreted the 
necklace, depofited with me, in order to 
add fo much more to the Aidden ftreafures 
of an unexampled fortune. 


Such are, in a few words, the imputa- 
tions laid to my charge. Their being in- 
ferted in a minifterial interrogatory, has 
brought me and my wife to the dungeons 


of 
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of the Baftile: and their having been re- 
peated in a printed memorial with the moft 
aggravating circumftances, invented at 
leifure, is the caufe of my having been ap- 
prehended by virtue of a warrant granted 
for that purpofe. 


I fhall refute, fince I am compelled to 
do it, thofe imputations which, in any 
other circumftance, I would have only 
treated with contempt. But before I go 
any further, I muft thew myfelf what I 
really am. It is time the world fhould 
know who is that ComTz pe Cactios- 
TRO, concerning whom fo many abfurd 
tales have been related. As long as I have 
been permitted to remain in peaceful ob- 
fcurity, I have conftantly refufed to fatisfy 
the curiofity of the public; now, that I 
dwell in captivity ; now, that the laws call 
me to an account of my actions—I fhall 
fpeak. All I know of myfelf I fhall relate 
with candor, and perhaps the hiftory of my 
life will not be the moft unimportant ar- 
ticle of my juftification. | 


C T he 











Pee Conression of CoMTE DE CAGLI- 


OSTRO. 


I cannot fpeak pofitively as-to the 
place of my nativity, nor to the parents 
who gave me birth. From various cir- 
cumftances of my life I have conceived 
fome doubts, in which the reader perhaps 
will join with me. But I repeat it: all 
my enquiries have ended only in giving me 
fome great notions, it is true, but alto- 


gether vague and uncertain concerning my 
fam uly. 


I {pent the years of my childhood in the . 
city of Medina in Arabia. ‘There I was 
brought up under the name of Acharat, 
which I preferved during my progrefs thro’ 
Africa and Afiia. I had my apartments in 
the palace of the Muphti Salahaym. It is 
needlefs to add, that the Muphti is the 
chief of the Mahometan Religion, and that 
his conftant refidence is at Medina, 


I recolle@ 
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i recolle@ perfectly that I had then fou? 
perfons in my fervice ; a governor, between 
g5 and 60 years of age, whofe name 
was Althotas; arid three fervants; a white 
one who attended me as valet-de-chambre; 
and two blacks; one of whom was con-= 
ftantly about me night and day: 


My governor always told me that I had 
been leftan orphan, when only three months 
old, that my parentswerechriftians,and nobly 
born; but he left me abfolutely in the dark, 
about their names and the place of my nati- 
vity: afew words which hedrop’dby chance, 
have induced me to {ufpec that I was born 
at Malta; but this circumftance I never have 
been able to afcertain: 


ALTHOTAS; whofe name I cannot 
{peak without the tendereft emotion, treat- 
ed me with great cate and all the affection 
of afather; he thought it a pleafure to im-' 
prove the difpofition which I difcovered 
for the fciences. I may truly fay, that he 
knew them all, from the mott abftrufe 
down to thofe of mere amufement. My 

© 2 greateft 
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greateft progrefs was in the ftudy of Botany 
and Phyfic. 


By him I was taught to worfhip God, to 
love and affift my neighbours, to refpeé, 
_ every where, religion and the laws. 


We both dreffed like mufulmen, and con- 
form’d outwardly to the mode of Mahome- 
tan worfhip; but the true religion was im-~ 
printed in our hearts. 


The Muphty, whorvifited me often, al- 
ways treated me with great goodnefs, and 
feem’d to entertain the higheft regard for 
my governor. ‘Fhe latter inftruéted me in 
moft of the eaftern languages. He would 
often converfe with me, on the pyramids 
of Egypt; on thofe vaft fubterraneous caves 
dug out by the ancient Egyptians, to be 
made the repofitory of human knowledge, 
and fhelter the precious truft from the in- 
juries of fucceeding times, 


I was now in my twelfth year. The 
defire of travelling, and of being an eye wit- 
nefs of the wonders which he {poke of, 


grew 
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grew fo ftrong upon me, that Medina and 
my youthful fports there, loft all the allure- 
ments I had found in them before. 


At laft the day came, when Althotas ap~ 
prifed me that we were going to enter up- 
on our travels. A caravan was by him 
prepared, and we fet out after having tak- 
en our leave of the Muphti, who was plea- 
fed to exprefs his concern at our departure, 
in the moft obliging manner. 


On our arrival at Mecca, we alighted at 
the palace of the Cherif, who is the Sove- 
teign of Mecca, and of all Arabia, and al- 
ways chofen from amongft the defcendants 
of Mahomet. I here alter’d my drefs from 
a fimple, which I had worn hitherto, to a 
more fplendid one. On the third day, after 
our arrival, I was, by my governour, pre- 
{ented to the Cherif, who honour'd me 
with the moft endearing carefles. At fight 
of this prince, my fenfes experienced a fud-~ 
den emotion, which it is not in the power 
of words to exprefs; my eyes drop’d the 
mott delicious tears I ever fhed in my life. 
His I perceived he could hardly contain. 
This 
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This is a period of my life which it #8 
impoflible for me to recall to mind, with- 


out being deeply affetted at the recol- 
jection. 


I remained at Mecca for the fpace of 
three years; not one day pafled; without 
my being admitted to the Sovereign’s pre- 
fence, and every hour increafed his attach- 
ment, and added to my gratitude. I fome- 
times iurprized his eyes rivetted upon me; 
and then. looking up to heaven, with every 
expreflion of pity and commiferation. 
Thoughtful I would go from him, a prey 
to an ever fruitlefs curiofity. I dared not 
afk any queftion of my governor, who al- 
ways rebuked me with great feverity, as if 
it had been a crime in me to with for fome 
information concerning my parents, and the 
place where I was born. 


At night, I would converfe with the 
black, who flept in my apartment, but I 
attempted in vain to get the fecret from 
him. If I chanced to talk about my pa- 
tents, he would turn a deaf ear to my 


queftions. 
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queftions. One night, that I was more 
prefling than ufual, he told me that if ever 
I fhould leave Mecca, I was threatened with 
the greateft misfortunes, but above all, bid 
me beware of the city of Trebifond. 


My inclination to travel got the better of 
his forebodings.—I was tired with the uni- 
formity of the lyfe I led at the Cherif’s 
court. 


One day as I was alone, theprince enter- 
ed my appartment; fo great a favour 
ftruck me with amazement; he ftrain’d me 
to his bofom with more than ufual tender- 
nefs, bid me never ceafe to adore the Al- 
mighty, telling me that as long as I fhould 
perfift in ferving God faithfully, I thould 
at laft be happy, and come to the know- 
-ledge of my real deftiny; then he added, 
bedewing my cheeks with tears,—<** adieu, 
** thou nature’s unfortunate child.” —Thefe 
words, and the affecting manner in which 
he delivered them, will for ever remain 
imprinted in my memory, 


This 
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‘This was our laft interview. The cara- 
van waited only for me, I fet off, and quit- 
ted Mecca never to re-enter it more. 


I began the courfe of my travels by vi- 
fiting Egypt, I infpected thofe celebrated 
pyramids, which, to the eye of a fuperficial 
obferver, only prefent an enormous affem- 
blage of marble and granite. I got acquain- 
ted with the minifters of the different tem- 
ples, who had the complaifance to intro- 
duce me into fuch places, as no common 
traveller ever entered before. 


I next fpent three years in my progrefs 
through the principal kingdoms of Africa, 
and Afia. 


It is not here the place to give the 
reader an account of the obfervations I have 


been able to make, in the courfe of my tra- 
vels; nor of the truly fingular adventures 
that befell me. This part of the hiftory 
of my life will come at a more favourable 
opportunity. 


As 
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As the care of clearing my charaer is the 
only thing that can now engrfois my atten- 
tion, I thall confine myfelf to my travels in 
Europe. I fhall give the names of thofe 
who have known me, and it will be then 
an eafy matter for my well wifhers, to come 
at the truth of moft of the facts which Lam 
about to relate. 


Accompanied by my Governor and the 
three attendants who continued in my fer- 
vice, I arrived in the year 1766, at. the ifland 
Rhodes: and there embarked on board a 
French fhip bound to Malta. 


- Notwithftanding the general rule, by 
which all vefiels, coming from the Levant, 
are obliged to perform quarantine, I obtain'd 
on the fecond day leave to goathore. The 
grand mafter Pinto gave us appartments in 
his palace, and I perfectly recollect, that 
mine were near the laboratory. 


The firft thing the Grand-mafter was 
‘pleafed to do, was to requeft the Chevalier 
D’Aquino, of the princely houfe of Cara- 

D MANICA, 
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manica, to bear me company, and do methe 
honours of the ifland, 


Here for the firft time, I affumed the 
European drefs, and with it the name of 
Comte de Caglioftro, nor was it a {mall 
matter of furprife for me, to fee my Gover- 
hor appear in a clerical drefs, and with the 
infignia of the order of Malta. 


Chevalier D’Aquino introduced me to 
the acquaintance of the chiefs, or as they 
are call’d, Grand Croix pe L’orpRE; I 
remember that I dined at the table of the 
Bailli de Rohan, the now reigning Grand 
matter. . How far it was then from me to 
imagine that, 20 yeats after that period, I 
fhould be apprehended and drag’d to the 
Baftille, for being honoured with the friend« 
thip of a prince of that name! 


I have every reafon to believé, that the 
Grand-matfter Pinto was acquainted with 
my real origin. He often {poke to me of 
the Cherif, and mentioned the city of Tres 
bifond 
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bifond ; but never would confent to enter 
into further particulars on the fubject. 


- Meanwhile he treated me with the ut- 
moft diftinction, and aflured me of a very 
rapid preferment if I would confent to 
take the crofs. But ftill my tafte for travel- 
ling and the predominant defire of practif- 
ing phyfic, induced me to decline offers, 
equally generous as they were honourable. 


It was in the ifland of Malta, that I had 
the misfortune of lofing my beft friend and 
matter, the wifeft as the moft learned of 
mankind, the venerable Althotas: in his lat 
moments, grafping my hand, he faid to me 
with an almoft expiring voice: ‘* my fon 
keep for ever before your eyes the fear of 
God, and the love of your fellow creatures ; 
-you will foon be convinced by experience 
of the truth of what you have been taught 
by me,” | 


The fpot where I had parted for ever 
from the friend, who had been as a father 
to me, foon became odious, I beg’d leave of 
D2 the 
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the Grand-mafter to quit the ifland, in order 
to travel over Europe, he, confented, not, 
without reluGtance, and he made mepromife 
that I fhould return again to; Malta....The 
Chevalier D’Aquino was fo obliging as to 
take upon him the trouble of accompany-. 
ing me, and of fupplying my wants during. 
our journey. ) , 


I fet out with that gentleman. — Our firft. 
trip was to Sicily, where the knight intro- 
duced me to the nobility of that country. 
From thence we went over the different, 
iflands of the Archipelago. And, after, 
having once more fail’d over the Mediterray 
nean, we put fafe into Naples, the birth- 
place of my companion. 


The Chevalier, on account of his own af- 
fairs, having been obliged to undertake fome 
Private voyages, I proceeded alone to Rome, 
being provided with a letter of credit up= 
on the banking houfe of the Sieur Bellone. 


In the capital of the chriftian world, I 
refolved upan keepin g the ftrictelt incognito. 
| One 
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One morning, as I was fhut up in my apart= 
ment, endeavouring to improve myfelf in 
the Italian language, my valet-deschambre 
introduced to me the fecretary of Cardinal 
Urfini,whofe bufinefs was to requeft would 
wait on, his Eminence; I repaired. imme- 
diately, to his palace.: The Cardinal receiy-~. 
ed me with the moft flattering Civility, in=, 
vited me often to. his table; and procured 
me. the acquaintance of feveral Cardinals 
and Roman Princes, namely, amonagit the 
reft, Cardinals York and Ganganelli, who 
was. afterwards Pope Clement XIV. Pope 
Rezzonico, who then 4ll’d the papal chair, 
having exprefled. a defire of {ceing me, I 
had the: honour: of conferring epeatedly 
with his Holinefs, 


el was then (1770) in my 22d year,, Fors 


' tune; procured me,the acquaintance of a 


young lady of quality, Serafina Pehchiant, 
fhe was hardly out of her infancy, her 
dawning charms kindled in my bofom a 
flame, which fixteen years marriage have 
only ferved to ftrengthen. It is that un- 
fortunate woman, whom neither her vir- 


tires, 
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tues, her innocence, her quality of ftranger 
could fave from the hardthip of a captivi- 
ty as cruel, as it is ummerited. 


oer } 


Having neither time, or inclination to 
write a voluminous work, I fhall not enter 
minutely into the particulars of my travels 
through all the kingdoms of Europe; I 
fhall only mention thofe perfons to whom 
I have been known. Mboft of them are 
ftill in being, their teftimony I challenge 
aloud. Let them declare whether I was 
ever guilty of any action difgraceful to a 
man of honour. Let them fay whether I 
have at any time fued for a favour; if ever 
I have courted the proteétion of -thofe So- 
vereigns, who were defirous of feeing me; 
let them declare in fine, whether I have at 
any time, in any place, done more, than 
cure the fick gratis, and affift the indij- 
gent. é 


The perfons, whom I have been moft 
known to, are. 


In 
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In Spatrn., 


Duke D’Alba, his fon Duke de Vefcard, 
Comte de Prelata, Duke of Medinaceli, 
Comte de Riglas, a relation of the Comte 
D’ Aranda, his Catholic Majefty’s Ambaf- 
fador at the Court of France. 


In PorTuUGAL. 


Comte Sanvincenti, who introduced me 


at court. My Banker at Lifbon was An- 
felmo la Cruce. 


In Lonpown, 


The Nobility, and the People. 


In Hottanp. 


The Duke of Brunfwick, to whom I had 
the honour to be introduced. 


In CouRLanp. 


The prefent reigning Duke and Dutch- 
efs. All the courts in Germany. 





At 








At PETERSBURGH. 


« -Prince Potenehin, Mr. Narifcin, Gene- 


ral Gelacin, the General’of the Coffacs, 


“General Medécino, Chevalier De .Corbe- 
‘ron, the French charge d’aftaires at. that 


Court. 


In PoLAND. 


Countefs Comcefka, Comte Gevutki, the 
Princefs of — , now Princefs of Naf- 
fau, &c. 








I thall here obferve that, from a defire of 
not being known, I have often travell’d 
under different names; I fucceffively.af- 
‘fumed thofe of; Comte Starat, Comte 'Fe- 
nix, Marquis D’Anna. But the name by 
which I am moft generally known in Eu- 
rope, is that of Comte de Caglioftro. 


I ar- 
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I arrived at Strafburgh on the 19th of 
September 1780, arid, a few days after, be- 
ing met by Comte Gavufki, who knew me 
apain, I was forced to give way to the earneft 
folicitations of the inhabitants, and of -all 
the Alfacian nobility, to make my know- 
ledge in phyfics ufeful to the public. A- 
mongft the acquaintances I had in that 
city are the Marfhal de Contades, Marquis 
de la Salle, Barons Fraxilande, Del’Or, 
Vorminfer, and Diederick, Princefs Chri- . 
ftina, and others. 


All thofe who have known me at Straf- 
burgh, are acquainted with my conduct 
there, and my occupations. If Ihave been 
libelled by fomie ob{cure {cribblers, the 
public newfpapers and forne equitable 
writers have done me juftice. I fhall re- 
fer the reader to the valuable work intituled 
Lettres far la Suif. Vol. 1. b. 5. where 
the refpectable author pays 2 due homage 
to truth.—Let the rectors of the different 
parifhes be confulted ; “they will declare. 
the good I have done to their poor. ‘The. 


Corps of Artillery, and the other regiments 
1) then 











Se ike 
then gartifoned at Strafburgh, will alfo 


vouch to the number of foldiers cured by 
me. 


Aik the inn-keepers; they will tell 
you if their houfes, their hotels, &c. could © 
fufficé to the concourfe of ftrangers who 
reforted to Strafburgh on my account. 


The apothecary whom I employed, will 
teftify to the quantity of medicities Which 
I prefcribed for the indigent, and always 
payed. for, ready money. 


The keepers of the different gaols know 
how I have behaved towards the poor pri- 
foners, and the number of thofe I have re- 
leafed from confinement. 


I appeal to the principal men of that 
city, to the magiftrates, to the public at 
large; let them declare whether I ever 
gave offence ; and whether, in all my 
tranfactions, a fingle deed of mine could be 
reprobated as contrary to the laws, to mo- 
rality, to religion, 


If, 
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If, ever fince my arrival in France, I 
have offended: any one, let the injured 
{peak, and rife up in judgement again{ft me. 
—I do not mean to become my own pane- 
gyrift. I have done good, becaufe it is 
my duty. ' Yet what-is in the end my re- 
ward for all the fervices I have done to the 
French nation? in the bitternefs of woe 
fhall I fpeak it? LiBes, and the Bas- 
TILE. 


IT had -béen at Strafburgh near a twelve- 
month, when one evening, entering my 
houfe, I met there, waiting for my return, 
Chevalier d’ Aquino. My furprife, the 
reader will eafily guels, muft have been of 
the agreeable kind, fince this was the very 
perfon who had accompanied me from 
Malta to Naples, and who, hearing of my 
refidence at Strafburgh, was come there for 
no other purpofe than that of ftrengthen- 
ing the bonds of our mutual friendfhip. 


The Chevalier has been in company with 
the heads of the city, to whom he may 
have given an account of what he knew, of 
BE 2 me 
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me at Malta, and of the very flattering dif- 
tinction with which I had been treated by 
the Grand Matter. 


Some little time after my arrival at 
Strafburgh, Cardinal de Rohan had fignified 
to me by Baron de Millinens, his Mafter of 
the Hounds, that he withed to be acquainted 
with me. ‘As long as I fuppofed the prince 
actuated by mere curiofity, I refufed to 
gratify it ; but, having been informed foon 
after, shat he was attacked with an afthma, 
and defired to confult with me, I repaired 
inftantly to the epifcopal palace. J gave 
him my opinion concerning his complaint ; 
he feemed fatisfied, and requefted I would 
call upon him from time to time. 


In the courfe of the year 1781, the Car~ 
dinal honoured: me with a vifit, in order 
to confult with me about the illnefs of 
Prince Soubife, who was affli€ted witha mor- 
tification, and I had been fo fortunate as 
to cure the Secretary of the Marquis de la 
Salle, ofa fimilar diforder, after he had 
been given up by the phyficians. I afked 


fome 
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fome queftions about the Prince; but the 
Cardinal, inftead of anfwering, earneftly en~ 
treated me to accompany him to Paris. 
He preffed me with fo much politenefs, 
that it was not poflible for me to refufe. 
I therefore took my departure, after ha= 
ving given proper dire€tions to the furgeon 
and to my friends, that the neceflitous, and 
the patients I had under my care, might 
not fuffer by my abfence. | 


We got to Paris, and the Cardinal would 
have carried me directly to the Prince ; 
but this I declined, telling the Cardinal 
that, being determined to have no manner 
of difpute with the faculty, 1 fhould not 
fee the Prince till his phyficians had de- 
clared him paft all cure. The Cardinal 


obligingly complied, and on his return told 
me, that the faculty had declared the 
Prince to be on the mending pace. | 
then told the Cardinal, that I,was refolved 
not to fee the patient, being unwilling to 
reap the glory of a cure, which could not 
be afcribed to me. 


My 








My arrival in the capital being known. 
publicly, fo many, perfons came to confult, 
with me, that, during the thirteen days I 
ftaid in Paris, my whole time was taken 
up in vifiting patients every day,. from five 
o'clock in the morning ’till midnight. 





I employed an apothecary; but I diftri- 
buted, at my own expence, more medicines 
than he fold; fora confirmation of what 
I here advance, I appeal to thofe who had 
oceafion to apply tome. If there can be 
found a fingle perfon who can fay with 
truth, that I have ever been prevailed upon 
to accept of any gratuity, either in money 
or prefents, I confent to be deemed un- 
worthy of any confidence. 


Prince Louis (the Cardinal) carried me 
back as far as Saverne; where, after many 
thanks, he defired me to call upon him as 
often as I could. We parted, and JI re- 
turned immediately to Strafhurgh, where 
{ refumed my ufual occupations. What 
good I did gave rife to various dibels, 
in which I was ftyled Antechrift—the 
wandering 
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wandering Jew—the man of 1400 year's old, 
&c. Unable’ to bear fo much ill ufage, I 
was fefolved to leave the place. Several lct- 
ters, which the King’s Minifters were plea- 
fed to write on my account, made me diter 
my mind. If think it is very important to 
my fuit, to lay before my judge and the 
public thofe recommendations, which are 
the more honourable that I had never fo+ 


licited thofe teftimonies, either direétly or 
indirectly. 





LE fT FoR Roy: 


Written by Monfieur LE COMTE DE VER= 

GENNES, Secretary of Sate for Foreign 

_ Affairs, to Monfeur GeRarnv, Pretor of 
Strafourgh. 


Verfailles, 13th March, 1783. 

CoMTE DE CAGLiosTRO, Monfieur, is 
not perfonally known to me; but common 
report, ever fince he fettled at Straf~ 
burgh, is fo very much in his favour, that 
| humanity 
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humanity requires he fhould find’ there 
both regard and tranquility. His being 
a ftranger, and the good which he is {aid 
to have done, is a double title which au- 
thorifes me to recommend him to you, and 
to the magiftrates over whom you prefide. 
Monfieur de Caglioftro only afks for peace 
and fecurity. Thefe are infured to him 
by the laws of hofpitality ; and, acquainted - 
as I am with your natural difpofitions, I 
am fully perfuaded you will eagerly main- 
tain him in the enjoyment of both, as well 
as of all other advantages which he may 
perfonally deferve. , | 


I have the honour, &ce. 
(Signed) 
DE VERGENNES. 
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From the Marquis de Miromtnit, Keeper 
of the Seal, to the fame. 


Verfailles, March 1s. 1783. 
THE Comte de Caglioftro has zealoufly 
employed his time, fince he has fettled in 
Strafburgh, in relieving the poor and ne- 
ceflitous, and, to my knowledge, that fo- 
reigner has, in feveral inftances, ated with 
that humanity which makes him worthy of 
a peculiar protection. I beg you will, as 
far as concerns you and the magiftrates, 
whofe chief you are, procure him all that 
fupport and tranquility which every ftran- 
ger ought to enjoy within his Majefty’s do- 
minions, éfpecially when he makes hims- 
felf ufeful to the nation. 


I ais ke; 
(Signed) 
MIROMINIL. 


ik T@ 











LETTER It. 


From the Marquis DE SEGUR to the Marquis 


DE LA SALEE. 


Same date. 
THE good conduc which Iam well 
affured Comte Caglioftro has fupported in 
Strafburgh, the very laudable employ he 
makes in that city of his knowledge and 
abilities, and the repeated proofs of his 
humanity there to the individuals, labour- 
ing under various complaints, who had 
recourfe to him, entitle that foreigner to 
the protection of Government. . The King 
gives you charge to fee not only that he be 
not molefted at Strafburgh, whenever he 
thinks fit to return to that city, but even 
that: he may be treated with that regard 
which he deferyes, for the good he does to 
the diftreffed. 





(Signed) 
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Tt is on the faith of thofe letters, and of 
the Monarch’s difpofition towards me, that 
I fondly confidered France as the laft {lage 
of my travels. What reafon had I to ima- 
gine, ‘that, two years after, it would be my 
fate to claim—but to claim in vain, for 
myfelf and for my unfortunate wife, thofe 
facred rights of humanity, fo folemnly ac- 
knowledged, fo nobly exprefied in the let- 
ters written in his Majefty’s name! 


The tranquillity which the minifterial 
letters procured ime was but of a tranfient 
nature. Perfecuted by a fet of men 
who, for a long time had witnefled my 
fuccefs with an eye of .diflatisfaction, I de- 
termined to leave Sttafburgh, fully refolved 
not to expofe myfelf in future to the male- 
volence of envy. 


Such was the ftate of my mind, when 

I received a letter from the Chevalier 
D’Aquino, which informed me that he 
was taken dangeroufly ill. I fet off im- 
mediately; but, notwithftanding the ut- 
moft expedition, I reached Naples only 
2 time 
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time enough to receive the laft farewel: of 
my unfortunate friend. 


Soon after my arrival at Naples, I was 
met by the Spanifh Ambaffador, and others, 
who had known me before. Finding my- 
felf teazed again to refume the practice of 
phyfic, I refolved to take a tour to Eng- 
land; to this effet, I croffed the fouthern 
parts of France, and arrived at Bourdeaux 
on the 8th of November, 1783, 


I went to the play, where I was difco- 
vered by an officer of cavalry. The latter 
having informed the Jurats who I was, one 
of them, Che evalicr Roland, in the name of 
his colleagues in office, offered me and my 
wife a feat in their box, any time | fhould 3 
think proper to vifit the play-houfe.. The 
Jurats, and the inhabitants having given me 
the moft diftinguithed reception, and re- 
quefted me to give up my time to the affift- 
ance of the fick and infirm, as I had before 
done at Strafburgh, I fuffered myfelf to be 
prevailed upon, ‘and began to give advice 
at home, and diftribute amongft the poor 


remedies 
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remedies and pecuniary fupplies. Such 
was the concourfe of people, that I found 
myfelf obliged to folicit the Jurats to let 
me have a military guard, that my houfe 
might be kept in due order, — 


It was here that I had the honour of 
being introduced to the Marefchal de 
Mouchi, the Comte de Fumel, Vifcomte 
du Hamel, and other perfons of credit, 
who will, if required, bear teftimony to the 
manner in which I conducted myfelf, du- 
ring my ftay. at Bourdeaux, | 


At the end of eleven months, finding 
myfelf haraffed as I had been at Strafburgh, 
[ left Bourdeaux, and reached Lyons the 
latter end of Oober, 1784. After ftaying 
there only three months, I fet out for 
Paris, where I arrived on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, 1785. I took up my refidence at 
one of the ready-furnifhed hotels of the 
Palais-Royal, and, fome days after, removed 
toa houfe I had hired in the Rue St, Claude, 
near the Boulevard. 





The 








———— 


The firft ftep I took was, ‘to fignify to 
my acquaintance, that I wifhed. to live in. 
quiet, privacy, and that I was refolved not, 
to practife phyfic any longer; I have kept. 
my word, and have obftinately periifted. 
in rejecting all folicitations to the con- 
trary. 2 7 


Prince Louis has honoured me with oc 
cafiona] vifits, and I remember. that he once. 
offered to introduce me to a, lady named, 
Vatois DE LA Morte, on the following. 
fion, 


«© The Queen,” faid the Cardinal to me, 
‘< is.a prey to the deepeft melancholy, on 
account of a prediction that fhe is to die in 
child-bed. It would be the higheft fatif- 
faction to me, if I could, by any means, un- 
deceive her, and reftore her peace of mind, 
Madame de Valois.is every day with her. 
Majefty; you cannot oblige me more, if, 
the former fhould afk your opinion, than 
by telling her that the Queen will be fafely 
brought to bed of a Prince,” 
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To this propofal I freely aflented ;. the 
more readily, that, whilt I obliged. the 
Cardinal, I‘had the profpect of contributing 


indireétly to the prefervation of the Queen’s 
health. 


The next day I waited. on the Prince at 
his houfe, where I found the Comteffe de 
la Motte; who, after having faid many civil 
things to me, opened the bufinefs in the 
following words: 


** Tam acquainted with a lady of great 
diftinction at Verfailles, who has been fore« 
warned that fhe and another lady were to 
die in child-bed. The prediction hath 
already been accomplithed on one of them; 
and the furvivor waits, in the utmoft un- 
eafinefs, the fatal minute. Ifyou know the 
truth of what will happen, or if you think 
it poflible to find it out, I fhall repair to 
Verfailles to-morrow, and make my. report 
to the perfon concerned, who,” added the 
Comteffe, ‘is the Queen herfelf.” 


My anfwer to Madame dela Motte was, 
that all predictions were -mere nonfenfe; 
that, 








that, meanwhile, fhe might tell the lady 
to recommend herfelf to Divine protection; 





that her firft lying-in had been fortunate, 
and that her approaching one would prove 
equally fo. Gosek: 


The Comtefle did not feem fatisfied with 
the anfwer, but infifted upon having fome 
more pofitive affurance. 


I then recollefted the promife I had 
made to the Cardinal. I affumed.a ferious 
countetiance, and told the lady, with all 
the gravity I could mufter, ‘* You know, 
Madam, that Iam an adept in the fetence 
of nature, as a phyfician; nor am I without 
knowledge of fome of the proprieties con- 
tained in the animal magnetifm: My 
opinion is, that a being perfectly innocent 
may, in this cafe, operate more powerfully 
than any other. Therefore, if you would 
know the truth, the firft thing you have 
to do is, to find out that innocent crea- 
ture.” 


5] 


“If you want no more,” replied the 


Comtefle, ‘I have a niece of that ‘very 
de{cription. 
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defcription.—I fhall bring her with me 
to-morrow.” 


I figured to myfelf that this niece, {6 
perfectly innocent, was a child not above fix 
years old; I leave you to judge of my fur- 
prize, when the next morning I met at 
the Prince’s a grown lady about fifteen 
years of age, whom the Comteffe prefented 
to me as the very innocent creature, of 
whom fhe had fpoken the preceding day. 
I had occafion to compofe my features, to 
refrain from burfting out into a loud laugh, 
However, I ftood it out, and afked Ma- 
demoifelle /2 Tour (that was the niece’s 
name), whether fhe was truly innocent 2 
Her pofitive anfwer in the affirmative be- 
trayed more affurance than ingenuity.— 
** Well, Mifs, I thall know the truth of it 
inan inftant; commend yourfelf to God, and 
your innocence. Step behind that fcreen, 
fhut your eyes, and think within yourfelf, 
what object you moft with to fee; if you 
are innocent, it will appear to you; but if 
you are not, you fhall fee nothing.” 


(oe Bahay Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle la Tour followed my direc 
tions, and I remained on the outfide of the 
fcreen with the Prince, who ftood near the 
fite-place, not /o/f im extacy, as Madame de 
la Motte is pleafed to exprets it; but-hold- 
ing the hand to his mouth, left, by an in- 
difcreet laugh, he fhould difturb our grave 


ceremonies. 


Whilft the young lady ftood behind the 
fereen, I bufied myfelf for a while in 
making fome magnetifing geftures; then a 
{aid to her, “Stamp on the floor with your 
innocent foot, and tell me if you fee any 
thing.”—Her anfwer was in the negative. 
‘© Then, Mifs,” faid I, ftriking againit the 
{creen with great force, ‘* you are mot in= — 
nocent.”. This obfervation piqued the 
. lady’s pride.—** Hold,” cried fhe, ** me-= 
thinks I fee the Queen.”—I was then con- 
vinced that proper inftruétion ‘had been 
given to the niece zzzocent, by an aunt ae. 
was no fuch a thing. 


Withing to try how the could go through 
her part, I requefted hér to deferibe the 
phantom then before her eyes. She an- 

{wered,. 
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fwered, that the lady was pregnant, and 
that fhe was dreffed in white. ‘Then fhe 
defcribed all the features minutely, which 
were exactly thofe of the Queen. <“* Afk 
the lady,” faid I, ‘* whether fhe is to be 
brought to bed fafely ?” She faid, the‘lady 
bowed her head, and that no. bad confe- 
quences fhould attend her lying-in. <I 
order you,” concluded I, “moft refpeatfully 
to kifs' the lady’s. hand.” The zunacent 
creature kiffed her own hand, and came 
forth from behind the {creen, perfectly 
happy in the thoughts of having convinced 
us of her innocence, 

The two ladies eat fome fweet-meats, 
drank lemonade, and, in about a quarter of 
an hour, retired ata back ftair. The Prince 
faw me hoine, thanking me for the com- 
plaifance I had fhewn on the occafion. 


Thus ended a farce, as harmlefs in itfelf, 
as it was laudable froin its motive. 


Three or four days afterwards, meeting 
with the Comteffe at the Cardinal’s, they 


2 
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both requefted me to repeat the fame Jz- 
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dinage with a little boy of five or fix: years 
old; I did not think the requeft deferved a 
refufal.— Could I forefee then, that this 
focial recreation fhould one day be. repre- 
fented to the magiftrate, as an act of witch- 
craft, a facrilegious profanation of the 
Chriftian myfteries! 


The Prince having thus brought me ac- 
quainted with the Comteffe, was pleafed 
to afk me, what I thought of her? I have 
always pretended to fome knowledge in 
phyfiognomy.—I am fincere—and I an- 
{wered, that I took the Comtefle to be a 
deceitful intriguing’ woman. The Prince 
Interrupted me, by faying, that the was a 
very honeft creature, but in diftrefled cir- 

cumftances, Upon this I obferved, that 
were it true, as the faid, that the enjoyed 
the fpecial patronage of the Queen, the 
would be better provided, and that the 
would have no occafion for any other pro- 
tection. The Prince and I perfevered in 
our refpective opinion on the fubject. 


The Cardinal fet out foon after for Sa- 
verne, where he remained one month or 


3 fix 
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fix weeks... From the time of his return 
to Paris, he became more frequent in his 
vifits to me. I perceived he was uneafy, 
thoughtful, chagrined. I refpe¢ted his 
private forrows; but whenever we had 
occafion to talk of the Comteffe, I would 
tell him, with my ufual franknefs, * shat 
woman deceives you.” 


A fortnight before the Cardinal was ar- 
refted, he faid to me, ‘* dear Comte, I be- 
gin to think that you are right in your 
conjectures—and that Madame de Valois 
is the woman you have defcribed.” He 
then, for the firft time, related to me the 
tranfaction about the necklace, and im- 
parted to me the fufpicions as well as the 
fears he entertained, that the necklace had 
not been delivered to the Queen. This 
firengthened, and made me perfift the more, 
in my opinion. 


The next day after this converfation had 
paffed, the Prince informed me, that the 
Comteffe and her hufband had fled for fhel- 
ter to his hou‘e, fearing the confequences 
that the above affair might bring after it, 
and 








{ 46 ) 

and that they requefted of me fome fetters 
of recommendation for England, or the 
environs of the Rhine. The Prince afked 
my auvice: I told him there was but one 
way left, namely,’ to deliver that woman 
into the hands of the Police, and proceed 
directly .to Court to lay the whole matter 
open to the King and his Minifters.— 
‘The Cardinal objecting, that fo rath a {tep 
he could not reconcile to his feelings and 
generolity, “In this cafe,” faid I, «‘ God is 

your only refource; he muft, and I with 

he may, do the reft.” The Cardinal; 

however, having: .refufed. to give to. the 

Comte and the Comteffe the letters of re- 

commendation which they required, they 
fet out for Burgundy, and I have heard 

nothing of them fince that period, 


On the 15th of Auguft I. was informed; 
as well as all Paris, that the Cardinal de 
Rohan had been arrefted that day. Seye- 
ral perfons obferved to me, that as I -was 
amongft the Cardinal’s friends, I might 
perhaps fhare the fame fate, But confcious 
of 














of my innocence, I anfwered, that I was 
perfectly refigned, and fhould wait at 
home with patience for whatever God or 
the Goverment fhould ordain. 


About half paft feven o’clock in the 
morning, on the 22d of Auguft, a Com- 
miflary, one exempt, and eight Satellites 
of the Police, entered my houfe. They 
began their plunder.in my very fight—I 
am compelled to open my ferutoires. All 
that there was of elixirs, balfams, rich 
cordial drops, became the prey of the 
wretches appointed to efcort me. I re- 
quefted of the Commifiary, Maztre Chcnon, 
jun. to grant me the ufe of my own car- 
riage—this trifling comfort, his ‘inhuma- 
nity denied. They dragged me on foot 
in the moft opprobrious manner, till we 
reached half way to the Baftile; a hack- 
ney coach happening to pais by, I was 
The awful draw- 
bridge is let down, and Iam led to —. 


permitted to enter it. 











My wife has experienced the fame fat : 
Here I recoil with horror—TI fhall fay no- 


thine of what I have fuffered, determined 
fx) 


not 
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not to wound the feelings of the reader, 
by a recital equally fad and fhocking. I 
fhall only add a fingle obfervation, and, 
Heaven can witnefs, it is the expreffion of 
truth. Were I left to chufe between an 
ignominious death, and fix months im- 
prifonment in the Baftile, I would fay, 


without hefitation——.«* Lead me on to 
the {caffold.”’ 





Who could fuppofe, that an innocent 
man can be reduced to that abyfs of mif= 
fortune, as to look on a warrant for appre- 
hending his body; as a favour from Pro-« 
vidence? Yet fuch was the cafe with me. 
When, after five months captivity, the 
warrant was fignified to me, that is, when 
I knew what had been alleged againft me; 
the officer who brought it was to my fight 
an angel of light come from heaven to tell 
me, that, in the fame time that judges 
were appointed, I was at liberty to fee 
‘counfel, and had it now in my power to 
enter into a juftification, 


The decree or warrant bears date the 
rgth of December 178s—It was notified 
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to me on the 3oth January 1786, and the 
fame day I underwent an examination. 


I fhonld think myfelf: wanting, in the 
promife I have made to the public, of 
fhewing myfelf what I really am,. were I 
not to lay before them a voucher, by 
which they may obtain. a further know- 
ledge of my character, my innocence, and 
the nature of the charge brought againit 
me. And although recollection alone has 
affiftted me, in -penning down the follow- 


ing interrogatory, my memiory is good; 
and I can affure the reader; tha€ have not 
omitted any effential circumftance. 


EXxXAMI-+ 
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ExAMINA TION Bg Bio e CacriosTRo, 
on the 30¢b of Sanuary 1786. 
| Q. How old are you? 
A. 37 or 38 years. 
Q. Your name? | 
A, Alexander Caglioftro. |: 
soba, Letty a 


A. I cannot fay for certain, whether {¢ 
was at Malta or at Medina; I have lived 
under the tuition of a governor, who told 
me that I was of noble birth, that I was 


left am orphan when only three months 
old, &c. 


Q. How long have you been in Paris? 


A. T arrived here on the 30th of Janu- 


ary 1785. 


Q.. On 
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Q. On your arrival where did beh, take 
la at ea iii 


Ai In the Palais Royal, ‘at a'ready fur- 
nifhed hotel, where ‘I lodged twenty days, 
more or lefs. 


Q. Had you, :when you came ‘to ‘this 
capital, money requifite to keep houfe ? 


A. Moft affuredly, I had brought with 
me every thing neceflary for houfe-keep- 


ing. 
Q: Where did you fix upon a houfe? 


A. .In the Ruel Si Claude, on the Boule- 
vard, 


Q. Who hired the houfe? was it you 
or the Prince? (Cardinal de Rohan). 


A. I requefted Monfieur de Carbonieres 
(a gentleman in the Prince’s houfehold) 
to ftrike the bargain for me,. as I had en- 
tered into no one of the kind before in any 
part {of the world. This was my reafon 
for entreating Monfieur de Carbonieres to 
H 2 fettle 
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fettle every thing concerning the, houfe, 
furniture, carriages, &c. ahd | {upplied 
him, from time to time, with the cath 
neceflary to anfwer thofe exigencies, ; for 
which he afterwards produced . the re- 
ceipts. | 


Q. ‘Who provided you with neceflaries e 


A. I alone, in every thing. 


Q. But the Prince boarded with you 2. 


A. Though he did fo, it was always at 
my expence;. yet, fometimes, as +he was 
wont to bring his friends, or fome perfons 
patronized by. him, ‘he would order from 
his own houfe, one or two difhes; never 
thelefs, at night I allowed my cook for the 
whole expence of the day, 


Q, Did, you fee the. Prince immediately 


on your arrival here? 


A. No; but two or three days after- 
wards. | 


Q. Was 
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@. Was. the Prince at your table every 
day? 


A. He at firft came but feldom to din- 
ner; but fince, he was regular three or 
four times in the week. 


Q. Were you acquainted with a Lady 
of the name of La Motte? 


A. Certainly—the firft time I met her, 
fhe told me that I had feen her before, in 
man’s cloaths, at the foot of my flair-cafe 
at Strafburgh, where fhe afked me whether 
YT could give her any tidings of the Mar- 
chionefs de Boulainvilliers, when I an- 
fwered, the Lady was then at Saverne, and 
that fhe had fet off the fame day to meet 
her. 


Q. Did you fee her fince, at the Prince’s . 
houfe ? 


A. Mott affuredly. 


Q. Was fhe not then in company with 
one of her nieces? 


A. No. 


Q. Yet 
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Q. Yet you have feen that niece ? 


A. Give me leave to relate the fad 
(quoted before, fee p. 39). 


Q. It is faid that you put ‘a’ crucifix 
round the girl’s neck, together with black, 
green, red, and other coloured ribbons, 
with an apron fringed with filver, and that 
you made her niet and take an oath? 





A. It is falfe. I only think; to the 
heft: of my recollection, that’ the Prince 
added to her ornament a few. ribbons to 
pleafe her fancy. I alfo believe, that J 
had then about me a common mafoni¢ 
apron; but I am not certain that the made - 
ufe of it. Whether or not, I truft im- 
plicitly to the Prince’s recolleGtion, and 


whatever he may fay on the abject I {hall 
take for granted. 


Q. Have you laid a {word, in what man- 
ner I know not, on the young Lady? 


A. All I know is, that, having Ey {word 
on, I laid it down, 


Q. But 
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 Q. But what of the oath ddminiftered 3 


A. The affertion ig falfe.—I have already 


informed you of my reafons for doing what 
I did. 


Q. Is it true that, after the fecond trial, 
the young girl being withdrawn, you, in 
company with the Prince and Madamié de 
la Motte, retired to another room, in the 
middle of which were placed a dagger, 
crofles of St. Andrew and. of Jerufatem, 
a {word, Agnus Dei, befides a great num- 
ber of wax lights; that then, and there, 
you had made Madame de Ja Motte take 
an oath, telling her it was necefiary fhe 
fhould fwear not to reveal to any one what 
fhe might fee: that next, addreffing the 
Cardinal, you {poke to him in thefe 
words: *“ Well, Prince, bring here— 
you know what.” That immediately the 
Cardinal opened a bureau, out of which 

€ took a wooden box of an Oval form, 
and full of loofe diamonds; when you 
faid : ** Mind, Prince, that there is ano- 
ther which you know of :” that the Prince 


1, 
too Ady 
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took it up, and faid to Madame de 1a 
Motte; ‘‘I make you aprefent of 6000 livres; 
and thefe diamonds you muft give to your 
hufband, directing him to fet off immedi+ 
ately for London to {ell fome of them, and 


have the others fet, and not to return ’till 
the whole of his errand is fulfilled °” 


A. This is falfe~very falfe; and I can 


prove it; 
. What proof can you adminifter ? 
Pp a . 


A. In the firft place, when any magne- 
tifing operation was to be performed, thecare 
of préparing the room devolved upon Mon- 
fieur De Carbonieres ; and after the fecond - 
trial was over, there came in a tefpectable 
perfonage, whofe name I will not mention: 
But Prince Louis willtell you who that per- 
fon was, becaufeI will not callamotere{pect- 
able man asawitnefsof fucha trifling frolick, 
The Prince and the two perfons alluded to 
will tell you, that there was in the room 
neither croffes, dagger, &c. That what; 
ever may have been reported on the fubject 

A, 18 











Panera, 
is falfe; that no oath was ever taken; the 
Prince’s Houfehold may be call’d as witnefs, 
concerning the tale of the 30 wax lights ; 
all the fervants will declare whether the 
room was lighted more than ufual. 


Q. Is it true that you have given the 
Prince any hopes of his being advanced to 
the miniftry ? 


A. Falfe again ; for I have always advifed 
him to leave Paris, and refide entirely at 
faverne, becaufe on that {pot he could do 
more good, and lead a quieter life. 


~ Q. Is it true that you told, or made the 

Prince believe that your wife was the 
Queen’s intimate friend and confidant, and 
that fhe kept a daily correfpondence with 
her Majefty ? 


A. By heavens that’s too much! and if 
the Prince will fay fuch a thing, in {pite 
of all the regard he has a right to expect. 
from me, I fay it isa falfehood. 


I (The 
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(The. judge or. reporter, fhew’d me then 
a‘{nrall piece, of. writen -paper, and conti- 
nued.) 





Q. Do. you know any te: of this note? 


Yea or may? 


(Having inf{pected it narrowly, and find- 
ing it to be a forged hand —— I an- 
{wer’d.) | 


A. I know nothing of this billet, ‘nor 
am I acquainted ith the hand-writing ; 
neither I or my wife have ever been at Ver-. 
failles, we have: not. the honour of being . 
known to the Queen, never went out of 
Paris, and befides,.as my wife cannot write, 
how fhould all this be poffible? 


Q. Has the Prince never BER Leh you, 
or your wife with diamonds? 


A.-Nothing more than what I thall here 
recount evercame to my Knowledge. 


Whilft 
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Whilft I lived at Strafburgh, I was in 
pofleffion of a very curious cane-head, con- 
taining arepeater fet round with diamonds, 
of this I made a prefent to the Prince, who 
offet’d to barter fome jewels againft it; but 
I refuted, having always been more pleafed 
to give than to'receive.’ Itis true, that, on 
the anniverfary of my wife’s birthday, the 
Prince ufed to make her prefents ; but I be- 
lieve the whole confifted in a dove (Holy 
Ghoft in the French,) my portrait original- 
ly fet round with pearls, which the Prince 
caufedtobe replaced by {mall diamonds, and 
a' {mall watch with a chain, fet with fmall 
brilliants, fome of which were larger than 
the reft. As to my other diamonds, they 
are known in all the courts of Europe, 
where I have travell’d. This may be eafily 
afcertained. Iam fhut up in the Baftile, 
fo is my wife, as well as the whole bulk 
of my fortune; you need but fearch to be 
convinced of the truth. 


Q. But your manner of living is expenfive; 
you give much away, and accept of nothing 
T2 in 
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in return ; you pay every body; how do you 
contrive to get money? 


A. This queftion has no kind of relation 
to the cafein point; however I am willing 
to give you fome fatisfa@tion. Yet; where 
is the importance of knowing whether I 
am the fon of a monarch, or that of a beg- 
gar, and why I travel without making my- 
felf known, by what means I procure the 
money I want? As long as I regard religi- 
on and the laws, and pay every one his 
due, that I always do good and never any 
harm, the queftion you now put to me is 
idle and unbecoming. But, know that I 
have always taken a pleafure in refufing to 
gratify the public’s curiofityon this account, 
notwithftanding all that has been’ faid of 
me, when.,I was called the man of 1400 
years, the Wandering Jew, the Antichritt, 
the unknown Philofopher, in fine, all thofe 
enormities which malice caninvent. Ne- 
verthelefs I'll condefcend to tell you that 
which I never reveal’d to any one before. 
Know then that the principal refource I 
have to boatt of is, that, as foon as I fet my 
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foot into any country, I find there a bank- 
er, who {upplies me in every thing I want, 
and is afterwards repaid. For inftance, I 
have, for France, Sarrafin de Bafle, who 
would give me up his whole fortune, were 
I to afk for it, fo would Monfieur Sanco- 
tar at Lyons: but I have always requefted 
thefe gentlemen never to fay that they were 
my bankers; and befides thofe refources, I 
derive further affittance from many things 
which are known to me, 


Q. Did the Prince ever fhow you a writ- 
ing fubfcribed, Marie Antoinette de 
France, 





A. I believe he did, 15 or 20 days before 
he was arrefted, 


Q. What did you fay concerning it? 


A. I faid that I.could conjeGure nothing 
elfe, but that Madame de la Motte was a 


| cheat, and that the deceived the Prince. In 


fact, I have at all times warned the- Prince 


to 
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to be on his guard, told him that fhe was a, 
dangerous woman; but the Prince never 
would believe me, and I have always look’d 
on the bill as a forged one. | 


Q. Look at this paper, and tell me whe- 
ther it is the fame? | : 


(The judge fthew’d me then a written 
paper, on which I perceived the name 
Marie—Antoinette de France, But hav- 
ing obferved that it was full of figures ; 
which I had never remark’d before, my an- 
{wer was.) | 


A. I cannot fwear to its identity, as 
there are now figures, which were not on 
the paper {hewn to me before. 


Q. But thefe figures have been fet down 
by us? 


A. That’s a matter of indifference to me; 

{ tell you that, in confcience, I cannot 
{wear this to be the fame; befides I had 
taken but a flight furvey of it, as the affair 
did 
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did not concern me, it was very immaterial 
for me to know whether it was a rea] ora 
forged inftrument. 


Q. Is it true that, previous to your be- 
ing confined, you propofed laying out 
150,000 crowns in the purchafe of a houfe? 


A. It is falfe.—I recolle& indeed that 
one day, as I was under the hand of the 
hair-drefler, fome perfons then prefent, 
talk’d of 2 pavilion which a company of my 
friends intended to buy, and that I anfwer- 
ed, I very willingly would take it of them 3 
but this was fpoken at random, and unde- 


fignedly. The intended purchafers were 
Monfieur De Bondi and others. 


N. B. The examination was clofed, when 
I recolleG&ed the above circumftance, but the 
reporter did not think it neceflary to infert 
the laft anfwer, in addition to the reft. 


I have promifed, that, after I had given 
fome account of myfelf, I thould put in an 
anf{wer, as far.as it concerns me, to the im- 


putation 
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putations which Madame de la Motte has 
taken upon herfelf to propagate. The tafk 
will be as trying for me, as it will prove 
tedious to the reader. No matter: I fhall 
go minutely through it, requefting how- 
ever thofé who know, or can appriciate me; 
not to take the trouble of perufing this part 
of my DEFENCE. 





Refutation of Madame pe tA MotTTE’s 
Memorial in that part which concerns the 
CoMTE DE CAGLIOSTRO. , 


Extract from the MEMORIAL. 
The Comtefle De la Motte, begins thus. 


‘¢ Here enters the {cene, one of thofe per- 
fonages, whom the vulgar in their ignorance, 
ftyle extraordinary beings; an empiric, a 
mean alchymift, a dreamer on the philofo- 
pher’s ftone, falfe prophet in the fects, in- 
to which he pretends to have been initiat- 
ed, a profaner of the true worthip, in fine, 
the felf-created Comte de Caglioftro. Yes, 
intrufted 


——————_—_—— 








Gets 
intrufted by the Cardinal de Rohan, with 
the fplendid necklace; Caglioftro has taken 
it to pieces; in order to add to the treafure 
of a fortune unknown, and unheard of be= 
fore. 


REMARKS; 


Whatever may have been faid about the 
ftyle confpicuous throughout the whole of 
the Comteffe’s defence, it certainly can boaft 
of an undoubted advantage, which is to 
contain a great deal of abufive language 
within a fmall compafs:—to the proof. 


An EMprrRic. 


This word I have heard from the mouth 
of certain perfons; but I never could 


learn exaCtly what it meant. If intend- 
ed to point out a man who, without 
being a doétor, has fome knowledge in 
phyfics and takes no fee, who cures the poos 
and the rich, and receives no money froma 
either ; if fo I confefs it,—-I am an Empi- 


rick, 


MEAN 
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MEAN ALCHYMIsT. 


Alchymift, or not, the epithet mean, is 
applicable to thofe only, who beg and 
cringe, and it is well known whether the 
Comte de Caglioftro ever fued for favour, or 
penfions. 


A Dreamer on the Philofopher’s Stone. 


Whatever my opinion may be concern< 
ing the Philofopher’s ftoné, I have been 


filent, and never troubled the public with 
my dreams. 


Fase Propuet, &c. 


Not always fo neither.—Had the Cardi- 
nal de Rohan taken my advice, he would 
have been aware of the Comteffe de la 


Motte, and we fhould not be where we 
are. 


PROFANER of the true Worsurp, 


This is more ferious.—J have ref{pected 
religion at all times, My life and my out- 


ward 
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ward conduct I freely fubmit to the enqui- 
ries of the laws: as to what paties inward- 


ly, God alone has a right to call me to an 
account, 


Self-created COMTE DE CaGuiostTRo, 


{ have goneall over Europe by the name 
of Caglioftro: as to the appellation of 
Comte, from the education which I have 
received, the attention paid to me by the 
Muphti Salahaym, the Cherif of Mecca, 
the Grand-mafter Pinto, Pope Rezzonico, 
and moft of the Sovereigns in Europe, one 
may judge whether that is not rather a dif- 


guile not to appear what I am, than a title 
of honour. 


Intrufted with the Splendid Necklace. 


I never had it in my poffeffion; never 
faw it. 


CAGLIOSTRO (ook if fo Pieces, &c. 


If Iam poffefled of a fortune never heard 
of before, of an hidden treafure, ] certainly 


K 2 had 
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had no occafion to. take the necklace to 
pieces with a view to enrich myfelf, 


When a man is rich enough, when he 
carries greatnefs of foul even fo far as to 
decline favours offered by Sovereigns, and 
conitantly reje@&t fuch gifts as the generali- 
ty of men can accept of without meannefs, 
it cannot be fuppofed that he will, in an in- 
ftant, ftain the glory of an irreproachable 
life; nor will he ‘of a fudden ftoop from 
the magnificence of a.Prince, to deeds of 
difhonour, which can only be the con{e- 
quence of an excefs of mifconduct and ex- 
travagance. 


Ex TRY“ oe 
[Lhe Comteffe Dela Motte goes on, ] 


** In order to conceal his theft, Cagho- 
{tro commanded the Cardinal de Rohan, by 


that empire which he has affumed over that 
Prince, to have the necklace fold, fome 
{mall parcels to be fet in Paris by means of 
Madame De la Motte; and employ her 
hufband to have the more confiderable ones 
fet and fold in England, 


RE-« 
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REMARKS, 


The intention of the Comtefle, by trump- 
ing up a tale deftitute of probability, has 
been to caft a ridicule on theCardinal, by re~ 
prefenting him, not as my friend, but as a 
flave fo much at my command, that he does 
not hefitate a moment to obey; when I or- 
der him to become an accomplice in a rob- 
bery, of which I alone was to reap the be- 


fit. 


This affertion, wherein impertinence and 
indecency go hand in hand, deferves not 
any ferious anfwer. 


Yet it may have great weight in the pre- 
fent caufe, in that it contains a formal ac- 
knowledgment, that fome of the diamonds, 
taken from the necklace, have been dif- 
pofed of in Paris by the Comtefle, and an 
other parcel fold in England by her huf- 
band, 


Eee ERIA Cun. 


*< We fee here the unbounded ptojects of 
Caglioftro, which, concealed at firft, un- 


ravelled 
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ravelled themfelves through a feries of pro- 
greflive motions leading to an end, equally 
fatal to the Cardinal and the Comteffe De 
la Motte. 


REMARKS, 


Thofe unbounded projects alluded to, in 
their gradual progreflion, muft fuppofe at 
lcaft a whole year of intrigue, before the 
necklace could be obtained. —But how can 


the fuppofition be reconciled to matter of 
fact? =" 


I came for the firft time to Paris in the 
year 1783; but I ftaid only 13 days in the 
capital, employed from morning to night in 
vifiting my patients; it was not then af- 
furedly that I was at leifure to {peculate and 
intrigue. Let us now fee, whether it has 
been more in my power to do it in my laft 
journey to this city. 


The information, filed by the Attorney 
General, ftates that the negotiation con- 
cerning the necklace, took place the latter 
end 
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end of January 1785; it fays that on the 
2gth of the fame month, the jewellers fub- 
{cribed their approbation of the terms pro- 
pofed by the Cardinal, and that the {aid 


necklace was delivered on the fir day of 
February following. 


Now it is a fa@, which may be eafily 
afcertained, that I arrived in Paris the 30th 
of January 1785, at nine o’clock in the eyen- 


ing. 


The whole of the bufinefs therefore was 
already tranfacted, except the delivery of 
the necklace, which was effected 36 hours 
after my atrival.—I was-at Lions when the 


negotiation was on foot. 


I was at Bourdeaux at the time of the 


apparition of a fuppofed queen in the grove 
at Trianon. 


It muft therefore be fuppofed that I 
pofted to Paris for the exprefs purpofe of 


reaping the benefit of plots contrived by 
an other.—What an abfurdit 


y!—And f 
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linger it confinement !—And the walls of 
the Baftille have for thefe fix months re- 
founded with my doleful complaints;— 
with thofe of my ill-fated wife. 


Yet the cries of oppreffed innocence have 
not reached the ear of the beft of king’s!! 
—-But let us go on with the libel. 


ExT RAC; 

The Comteffe, after having endeavoured 
to prove the neceflity of apprehending 
me ; after having held me out as a fharper, 
&c. proceeds : 


«¢ What anfwer can he give to the firft 
article of his examination ? His name, his 
furname, his qualifications. ——-Comte, 
the woman who follows his fortune, 
Comtefle de Caglioftro.” | 


Was it not then enough for the counfel 
of the Comteffe De la Motte to calumniate, 
to load me with obloquy.—He mutt ftill 
attack me in the tendereft part of myfelf, 


Oh! I could have forgiven what was on- 
ly perfonal to me.—But my wife !—what 


has 
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has the done to him?—-What has fhe done 
to the Comtefle?——How can aman, who 
bears a public character, abufe it to fatu- 
rate with bitternefs and woe the heart of an 
innocent and virtuous woman, who has no- 
thing to do with the caufe he defends, 
againft whom, though fhe is confined, there 
is no decree, no complaint laid—a wo- 
man to whom he himfelf can reproach no 
other crime, than the misfortune of having 
linked her deftiny to mine. 


This I can fay with truth, that, during 
the {pace of 16 years now elapfed, fince I 
had the honour of being united to the 
Comteffe of Caglioftro by the moit lawful 
and honourable ties, fhe never left me; that 
fhe never took a ftep, which could not be 
owned by the moft auftere decency, the 
moft fcrupulous delicacy; and that, if there 
is a woman in being whom flander fhould 
have refpected—it is my wife. 


In regard to the certificate of our nuptials, 
which fome think themfelves authorifed to 
require, I pledge myfelf, if needful, to 

| E; make 
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make them public when I thall be at liber 
ty, and repofleffed of my papers. 





EXTRACT. 


*« The Comteffe de la Motte dares to affert 
that one of my men makes a boatt of havin 
been 150 years in my fervice. That I fome- 
times accknowledge myfelf to be only 300 
years old; at others; that J brag of having 
been prefent at the nuptials in Cana, and that 
it was to burlefque the Holy Sacrament 
of the Eucharift, the tranfubftantion, that 
I had imagined to multiply the necklace, 
taken to pieces, into an hundred different 
manners, and yet it was delivered, as it 1g 


faid, in its full complement to an auguft 


Queen. 


That Iam by turns, a Portuguefe Jew, a 
Greek, ‘an Egyptian of Alexandria, from 
whence I have imported into France hye- 


roglyphicks and forcery. | 


That I am one of thofe infatuated Ro- 
fecrucians, who have the power of mak- 


ing 






















C4 
ing the dead converfe with the living ; that 
- Tattend the poor gratis, but that I fell for 
Something, to the rich; the gift of immorta- 





lity. 


That my fociety confifts of vifionarics 


of all denominations. 
‘ © 


The Comteffe concludes by infinuating 
that I have been guilty of fome mifdemean- 
or in certain Courts of Europe, and that 
Madame Bohmer is well acquainted with 
fomeé of thofe criminal tran factions.” 


REMARKS. 


It cannot be expected that I fhall repel, 
as it were one by one, every urge of that 
tor rent of calumnies and abfurdities. 


I have faid it already, my education was 
that of a child born of Chriftian parents. 
I never was a Jew, nor a Mahometan. Thefe 
two religions leave. on their fectaries an 
eutward and indelible mark. The truth 
therefore of what I here advance, may be 

K 2 afcertained ; 
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afcertained : and rather than let any doubé 
remain on this affair, Iam ready, if requir- 
ed, to yield to a verification, more fhameful 
for him who requires, than for the perfon 
who {ubmits to it, | 


I fhould with, moreover, that the Com- 
teffe would be more explicit, as to the 
facts fhe lays to my charge. Let her 
boldly declare where is that wealthy man 
to whom I have fold immortality. Let 
her relate one fingle particular of thofe 
high mifdemeanors by which I have dif- 
tinguifhed myfelf in Europe; but above 
all, I challenge her to point out fuch of 
thofe mifdeeds as are known to Madame 
Bohmer. 


If the Comtefle de Ia Motte, contented: 
to load me with opprobrious language, and 
to make ufe of infidious reticences, does 
not accept of this formal challenge, I muft 
declare to her, once for all, that I thall give 
to all her reticences,. to alk her obloquy, 
paft, prefent, and to come, an anfwer very 
Jaconic; perfettly clear, moft energetic, 


whic h 
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which the author of the Provincial Let- 


ters gave formerly, in a fimilar circum- 
ftance, to a poteut fociety of learned men ; 


an anfwer which politenefs forbids me 


.to fet down in French, but which the 


Comteffe’s council may tranflate to her 
MENTIRIS IMPUDENTISSIME, 


EXTRACT. 


The Comtefle {peaks next of the mag- 
hetizing of her niece, which the relates in 
her own way; that is, with the addition 


_of a world of circumftanees, the very re- 


verfe of truth, conne&ing therewith the 
account of the necklace, but with that auk- 
wardnefs and improbability which the does 
not even take the trouble to conceal. 


She makes the Cardinal, a courtier, and 
an academician, exprefs himfelf in fuch 
low, difgufting a language, that the meaneft 
footman would bluth to make ufe of fuch 
jargon. She hears from behind the fcreen 
the clattering of kiffes which her niece was 
exchanging with a beautiful angel. 

On 
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On a table ftood a huge heap of inftru- 
“ments, the beft calculated to ftrike terror 
and difmay. Swords laid acrofs on each 
other, ribbohs of various colours, the in- 
fignia of different orders of knighthood, a 
dagger, and a decanter of very limped wa- 
ter, and to complete the horrid fight, 
‘© the dark {cene was lighted up with an 
extraordinary number of wax tapers.” 


Surrounded with this whimfical appa- 
ratus, I adminifter an oath of fecrecy to the 
Comtefle; and then command the Cardinal 
to fetch me a large white box; we open #t, 
and the Prince gives charge to Madame de 
la Motte to fell, and procure to be fold by 
her hufband a certain quantity of diamonds. 


REM AE ee 


It mut be owned either that the 
Comtefle is out of her fenfes, or that fhe 
implicitly trufts to the credulity of her 
judges, if the hopes to extricate herfelf by 
pelming upon the world tales fo incoherent 


and unaccountable. 


I have 


be4799") 

{ have already explained the whole tran- 
faction, how every thing pafled, and what 
laudable motive actuated me to take a 
part in the farce. The Prince of Luxem- 
bourgh and Monfieur de Carbonieres, can, 
if called upon, vouch to the truth of my 
anfwer as fet down in the foregoing inter 
rogatory. 


Eix tT R ac? 


‘On the firft or fecond day of Auguft, the 
Cardinal fhewed to Madame de la Motte 
a {mall letter with a flourithed border, the 
upper and lower part of which he folded 
up carefully, that fhe might read -only 
what was written in the middle. Ma- 
dame de la Motte read (this deferves atten- 
tion) thefe words: I fend dy the little Comteffe 
-—then followed a number of figures which 
Madame de la Motte could not fum up to- 
gether ; then the read again—fo quiet thofe 
poor wretches, I fhould be Sorry to fee them 
in trouble,—After fhe had perufed the let- 
ter, the Cardinal exclaimed—Can I he 
deceived by her?—by the little Comteffe? 

-—Impoffibie, 











( 865) 

——Impoflible! I know Madame de Cagliof- 
tro too well.—There is no equivocation 
here in regard to the Comteffe de la Motte, 
who was prefent, and to whom the Prelate 
fhould have faid—Can I fuppofe that you 
have deceived me? But—I know Madame 
de Caglioftro too well.” 


Rr M AR Kis: 


For ever dealing in fi@tions! never a 
proof, not even a probability—what means 
the Comtefle de la Motte by thus en- 
tangling the bufinefs ? whom was the let- 
ter directed to? She fays not a word about 
the fuperfcription. Who wrote it? was 
it my wife? I have already ‘declared that 
fhe cannot write. Am I the author of it? 
I never write in French, feldom in Italian, 
Is it the Cardinal? why fhould he read 
only part’ of the letter to the Comtefle, and 
conceal the reft from her with fo much 
caution? why break out into fuch an ex- 
clamation, after the perufal of a few words 
out of a letter written by himfelf ?—Of 
what nature is that impofition of which 

4. | my 


a 
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my wife is for a moment fufpected by him? 
How comes it that, {peaking of her, he 
ftyles her with familiarity, at one time, the 
little Comtefe, and at another, with refpect, 
calls her Madame. de Caglioftro? All that 
appears clearly throughout this part of 
the memorial, is, that the Comtefle de la 
Motte, in: order to wound me on all fides 
at once, has endeavoured to entangle my 
wife in an affair, of which fhe never had 
even the moft diftant knowledge. 


ExTrRaAc tT. 


The Comtefle concludes her invectives 
in thefe words—<“ It is neceflary, that man 
fhould learn, by a frefh inquetft, that, if the 
wifdom of the courts of juftice have fo long 
given up the practice of making /orcery, 
properly fo called, a capital offence, thofe 
very courts have referved to themfelves the 
right of cenfure againft that forcery, when 
accompanied with malefices, thefts, impo- 
fitions, and above all, when the evil is 
daily encreafing, by means of proper {chools 
to rear up pupils.” 
| M REMARKS. 
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REMARKS. 


So the Comteffe is forry not to live in 
thofe bleffed times, when a charge of for- 
cery would have led me tothe ftake! Thus 
the Comteffe de la Motte reprefents me as 
a profeffor in forcery, delivering lectures. 
on the art.of thieving and {windling to my 
pupils. Who are thofe men fo vilely de- 
generate, -as to take leffons from fuch a 
teacher? Surely the Comtefle will not 
find them amongft my acquaintance.. I 
think it {uperfluous to give here a litt of 
thofe perfons who did me the honour to 
vifit at my houfe; but this I can fay with 
truth, that there is not one of them all 
whom the moft wary of all men, the moft 
formal in the choice of his acquaintance, 


‘would not deem it an honour to be con- 
nected with. 


After all, I verily believe, that the 
Conitefle de la Motte, in doing me all the 
harm in her power, was not fo much im- 
pelled by a fpirit of hatred again{t me, as 
by the defjre of clearing herfelf. But, be 


3 | her 
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her intention what it may, I forgive her, as 
far as I can, the tears of bitternefs I have {hed 
through her means: let her not imagine, 
that my moderation is a piece of mere af- 
feGtation. From the bottom of the very 
aby{s into which fhe has plunged me, I 
fhall raife my voice to implore in her be- 
half the clemency of the laws; and if, 
after my innocence and that of my wife 
is acknowledged, the beft of Kings fhould 
think an unfortunate ftranger, who had 
{ettled in France on the faith of his royal 
word, of the laws of hofpitality, and of the 
common rights of nations, is intitled to 
fome indemnity; the only fatisfaction I 
fhall require will be, that his Majefty may 
be pleafed, at my requeft, to pardon and 
fet at liberty the unfortunate Comtefle de 
la Motte. 


This favour, if it fhould be granted, 
cannot offend juftice. However guilty the 
Comteffe may be fuppofed, the is already 
fafficiently punifhed.—Alas! my fad ex- 
perience deferves fome credit.—-There is 

M 2 not 
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not a crime, ever fo great, but may be 
atoned for by fix months confinement in 
the Baftile! 


Ye Judges, ye Citizens! ye have read!— 
Such is the man who made himfelf known 
at Strafburgh, Bourdeaux, Lyons, ° Paris, 
under the name of ‘ComTe pE CaGri= 
osTRo. J have wrote as much as the laws 
of the country require of me, as much as 
will gratify all other fentiments, but thofe 
of an idle euriofity. 


., Do you pretend to fay, that it is not 
enough? Will:you ftill infift upon having 
farther particulars concerning the name, 
the motives, the refources of that ftranger? 
What matters it to you, Frenchmen? My 
country is, in regard to you, the {pot within 
your empire where I firft fubmitted to your 
laws.;.my.name is that which I have caufed 
to be reverenced amongft ye; my motive, 
Gop; my,refourees—my own fecret. When, 
for the; purpofe of relieving. the fick, or of 
giving food to the needy, I fhall crave ad-~ 
mittance into your Medical Colleges, or 


your 
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your Benevolent Societies, then you may 
queftion: but to do, in the name of God, 
all the good I can, 1s a right which, to be 
fupported, requires neither name nor coun- 
try; neither proofs, or pledges. 


Frenchmen! are ye only guided by cu- 
riofity ? Then perufe thofe futile publica- 
tions, where malice and levity have com- 
bined to direct the envenomed fhaits of 
fatire and ignominy againft the friend of 
mankind. 


Do ye, on the contrary, mean to be fair 
and juft? Be not inquifitive: but hear, 
and love the man, who ever honoured the 
Kings, becaufe they are in the hand of 
God; Governments, becaufe he protects 
them; Religion, becaufe it is his law; 
Law, becaufe it is its fupplement; Man- 
kind, in fine, becaufe, like himfelf, they 
are his children. 


Once more—afk no queftions ; but hear 
and love the man, who came amongft you 
to do good; who bore with patience to be 

attacked, 
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attacked, and defended himfelf widh mode-= 
ration. 


(Signed) 


Le CoMTE DE CAGLIOSTRO: 


TITON DE VILLAUTRAN, 
Reporter in the Caufe. 


‘THILORIER, Council for Defendant. 


Brazon, Attarney to ditto. 
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JOSEPH BALSAMQO, 
COUNT CAGLIOSTRO: 


CONTAINING THE 


SINGULAR AND UNCOMMON ADVENTURES OF THAT 
EXTRAORDINARY PERSONAGE FROM HIS BIRT 
TILL HIS IMPRISONMENT IN THE CASTLE OF ST. 
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| Soden Macao Dates elsy g pte op 3 
BY THE 


ITALIAN AUTHOR. 


LIFE which, during a period of forty: 

feven years, has been continually enve- 

loped in myftery and enigmas; which, confi- 
_dered by fome as a model of héroifm, religion, 
and morality, and regarded by others as a tiffue 
of bafenefs, impofture, and impiety, has hi- 
therto kept the judgement of a large portion of 
Europe in fufpenfe: this life however is at 
length become the fubje& of ferious and ufe- 
ful meditation, fince the character of Caglioftro 
is no longer equivocal. The finner, while 
perufing thefe fheets, will now fee and acknow- 
ledge his error; the good catholic will perceive 
the neceffity of being conftantly on his guard 
againft the fnares of hell; the fcholar will 
learn how deceitful that knowledge is which 
has not religion for its bafis; the ignorant will 
A 2 be 
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be ‘taste to be humble; and the whole world 
will have occafion to admire the double tri- 
umpl»of truth and faith. 

Jofeph Balfamo, fo celebrated under the pre- 
tended title of Count Alexander Caglioftro, 
has undoubtedly been a very famous impoftor. 
We are naturally inclined to defpife and to 
ridicule thofe paft ages, in which fuch men 
have been credited, applauded, and treated 
as fomething fuperior to humanity. We are 
in the right undoubtedly fo to do. But whenit 
is recollected that this adventurer flourifhed in 
the eighteenth century—during a period which 
arrogates to. itfelf the title of an enlightened 
and philofophic age, infinitely fuperior to pre- 
judices—the fanatical admirers of the prefent 
times ought to be covered with a falutary con- 
fufion ! | 

Some will, no doubt, enquire, how an im- 
poftor could acquire fo much’ celebrity, and 
receive fo much countenance, among nations 
enlightened by the fciences, and from indivi- 
duals not deftitute of abilities. Ir is irreligion 
that has been his introductor, that has fup- 
ported, and that has acquired for him all his 
triumphs, 

When we confider the ambition of the half. 
learned inhabitants of a number of ftates in 


Europe, 
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Europe, to divine what the eye of man never 
faw, the ear of man never heard, nor the heart 
of man was ever able to comprehend—wec ocu- 
lus vidit, nec auris audivit, nec in cor hominis 
afcendit—-when we find them in the height of 
their blafphemies exclaiming there is no God— 
non eft Deus—we need not be afraid to afirm 
that the ignorance of the ancients was lefs 
pernicious than the knowledge of the moderns. 

In fhort, when has Europe been fo inundated 
and overwhelmed with fanaticifm, as in our 
age ? Who has not heard of the devils of Lou- 
dun? of hobgoblins, fylphs, convulfionaries, 
magnetifts, and cabalifts? What is the object 
of the free mafons, and thofe phrenetic focieties 
called the Illuminated, with their plots, their 
fecrets, their invocations, and their ridiculous 
rites ? 

It is a juft obfervation, that impoftors ac- 
quire credit and renown only in thofe countries 
where there is but little religion, and much 
philofophy. Rome is not a capital in which 
fuch men can hope to fucceed, becaufe error will 
not be permitted to fpread forth its branches in 
the centre of the true faith, The life of Count 
Caglioftro is aluminous proof of the juftice of 
our obfervation ; and this is the reafon why we 
have thought it our duty to compofe this 

6 work, 
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work, faithfully extraéted from authentic re- 
cords depofited with us—records that the cen- 
fures of the critic cannot reach. : 

The authority of the Sovereign Pontiff ha 
on this occafion been employed in difpenfing 
with the law that, with as much juftice as pru- 
dence, enjoins inviolable fecrecy refpecting all 
the procedures of the Holy Inquifition. 

We beg leave to conclude with obferv- 
ing, that we would much rather have pre- 
ferred eternal filence on this fubje&t, than now 
report a fingle circumftance as a faét, the 
exiftence of which was not founded on moral 
certainty. 








ADVERTISEMENT 
BY mee 
ENGLISH TRANSLATOR. 


AGLIOSTRO, after committing a 
multitude of rogueries in various 
kingdoms, and efcaping from the hand of 
juftice in almoft every capital in Europe, 
has at length, by an uncommon fatality, 
been arrefted in his career, and condemn- 
ed to death in the only metropolis, per- 
haps, in which he could not have been 
convicted of a breach of the moral obli- 

gations that connect man with fociety. 
Whatever motive may have influenced 
the court of Rome, it will be a lafting 
reproach on the reign of Pius VI. to have 
detained, tried, and infli&ted the punifh- 
ment of perpetual imprifonment on a 
man, againft whom he could only prove 

the crime—of being a free mafon ! 

As 
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As‘the Apoftolic Chamber, in its own 
juftification, has publifhed the life and 
trial of this extraordinary man, the Tranf- 
lator, thinking that 1t may prove an ob- 
ject of rational curiofity to the Englith 
reader, now prefents it for his infpection 
and perufal. 





OF 
COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 


CEL AP sEsBuBee Jk 


OS EP H.Balfamo, the fon of Peter Balfa- 
mo. and Felicia Braconieri,-both of them of 
mean extraction, was:-born at * Palermo, onthe 


-erohth 


*In a memoir publifhed by the-Count while in England, 
“he pretended ‘that he could not fpeak pofitively’ as. to the 
place of his nativity, nor in regard to the parents|from whom 
he derived ‘his birth. This -circumftance gave an ample 
{cope to the imagination -of his followers ;»fome of whom 
pretended that he was the offspring of the grand mafter 
of Malta, by a Turkifh Lady, taken captive by a galley be- 
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eighth of June 1743. His father, who had. 
been a merchant, happening to die during his 
infancy, his maternal uncles took him under 
their protection, and endeavoured to inftruct 
him in the principles of religion, and give him 
an education fuitable to his years. But from his 
earlieft infancy he fhewed himfelf fo averfe to 
a virtuous courfe of life, that he fled more than 
once from the feminary of St. Roch at Pa- 
lermo, where he had been placed for his in- 
firuction. moew ae, 
Atthe age of thirteen he was entrufted to 
the care of the father- general of the Good- Brother- 
hood, who carried him to. the convent of that 
order at Cartagirone. ‘There he put on the ha- 
bit of a novice ; and, being placed under the 
tuition of the apothecary, he learned from him 


longing to that ifland; while others, with equal probability, 
affirmed that he was the'only furviving fon of that. prince 
Who ‘about’ thirty-five iyears.ago dwayed. the precarious 


_ fceptresof Trebifond. To infufe into this ftory a greater 


portion of the marvellous, it was added, that a revolution 


taking place, in confeqiience of which the reigning fovereign 
was facrificed to the funy of his editions fubjects, his in- 
fant fox) the Count Caglioftro, was» conveyed bya trufly 
friénd to’ Medina, where the: Muffulman. Sherif. ,had the 
tinprejudiced generofity to: educate him) .in,the faith of his 
Chriftian parents. -T. 
, * Benfratelli, ; 


(according 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 3 
(according to his own confeffion) the firft prin- 
ciples of chemiftry and medicine. 

He did not continue long in this afylum: 
during his flay, however, he exhibited fo many 
new fymptoms of a vicious character, that the 
religious were often under the neceffity of chaf- 
tifing him. It is recorded among other things, 
thar, being employed to read during meals, as 
is cuftomary in all holy communities, he would 
never repeat what appeared in the book; but,on 
the contrary, fpoke whatever occurred to his own 
imagination: nay, he has even confeffed that, 
in reading the Martyrology, he ufed to fubfti- 
tute the names of the moft famous courtezans 
of the time, inftead of thofe of the faints,’ 
In fine, to get rid of the mortifications and 
the penance infliéted upon him, on account of 
his faults, he abandoned his convent, and re- 
turned to Palermo. oe 
Jt was about this period that he cultivated a 
tafte for drawing: but this neither occafioned 
a change in his morals, or his conduct. ‘The 
excefies to which he abandoned himfelf were 
almoft of every kind and defcription. Deliver- 
ing himfelf entirely up to his paffion for fenc- 


ing, and to the company of the moft diffolute 
young men of the neighbourhood, there was 
no quarrel in which he did not take a part: but 
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‘above all things he took a particular pleature 


in refitting the officers of juftice, and in deliver- 
ing from their hands the prifoners whom they 
had arrefted. He was alfo accufed of having 
forged tickets of admiffion into the theatre; 
and he ftole frorn one of his uncles with whom 
he lived, a confiderable quantity of ‘money, 
and feveral valuable effects. Having encou- 
raged an amorous intercourle between an ace 
quaintance and one of his female coufins, he car- 

ried dillet-doux from one, to the other ; and, pro- 
fiting by this opportunity, made the lover believe 


“that t the young lady fometimes requefted mo- 


ney, and fometimes a watch ora trinket : thefe 
prefents were accordingly confided to his care, 
and clandeftinely appropri iated to his own ufe. 
Such was his addreis, that he. infinuated him- 
felf into the good oraces of a relation who was. 
a notary, and actually found means to falfify a 
acftament | in fa our of a certain Marquis. Mau- 
righ, by which means great Injury accrued to a 
pioys eftablifament. This piece of ‘roguery 
was difcovered feveral years after, at a time 
when he was,abfent fi from Palermo ; and proofs 
weresadduced on the occafion that clearly ma~ 
nifefted. his criminality. Ic has alfo been af- 
fected that he affaffinated a canon; and it is pre- 
‘tended that, having been applied to by a monk 
| to 
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to procure leave of abfence from his fuperior, 
he forged a permiffion, on purpofe to chearthe 
holy father out of a little money. 

This much is- however certain, that he was 
frequently feized and imprifoned: but it fo 
happened that he always regained his liberty in 
a fhort time, either from the want of neceffary 
proofs for his conviction, on account of the 
nature of the crime, or by means of the credit 
and interceffion of his relations. At length he 
was forced.to fly from his country for having 
duped a goldfmith, of the name of Marano, of 
more than fixty pieces of gold. Having inge- 
nuity fufficient to make this fimpleton believe 
that he had an immenfe treafure concealed in a 
grotto, ina diftant part of the country, of which 
he would put him in poffeffion ; he, under this 
pretence, procured the above-mentioned fum, 

which, as he pretended, was to be employed in 
certain magical operations. This comedy how- 
ever concluded very little to the advantage of 
poor Marano, for he was feverely beaten by 
certain people who appeared to him in the 
fhape ‘of infernal fpirits. The truth is, that 
thefe inhabitants of Pandemonium were no 
other than the companions of Balfamo, who 
acted in concert with him, and affumed this 


difguife at his recommendation. 
B 3 Marano 
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Marano having difcovered the trick, was ex- 
tremely irritated, as may very readily be be- 
lieved; and, not content with laying an informa- 
tion of the particulars. before a magiftrate, he 
determined to revenge his wrongs, by affafii- 
nating the author of them, It was this that de- 
termined Balfamo to fly from his. native coun- 
try. | 

A variety of circumftances which occurred 
from this period till the time of his laft impri- 
fonment, have given grounds to believe that 
he practifed forcery. This fuppofition is 
founded on the two following anecdotes. ‘The 
firft is, that, under pretence of preparing a re- 
medy for one of his fitters, who was peffeffed, he 
made a,country prieft adminifter a little cotton 
to her, which had been fteeped in the boly oil 
which is ufed for extreme unction. It is how- 
ever well known that he never had a fifter who 
was poffeffed. ‘The other, which is rather re- 
markable, is as follows: It is pretended that, 
being one day in company with feveral of his 
friends, they teftified a great curiofity to dif- 
cover what a certain lady of their acquaintance 
was doing at that very moment. Balfamo 
offers to fatisfy their inclinations: he accord- 
ingly forms a fquare on the cround, waves his 
hand over it, and then draws the figure of the 
lady 
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lady playing at cards with three of her ac- 
quaintance. On this they inftantly fend to her 
houfe, and find that fhe was actually fitting in 
the fame attitude, employed in the very occu- 
pation, and in company with the fame perfons 
whom he had delineated. By means of the 
circumftances which we fhall hereafter relate, 
it will be. eafy to determine what degree of 
credibility fhould be given to this event, and 
what are the conclufions which ought to be 
drawn from it. 

Balfamo being obliged to fly from Palermo, 
gave himfelf up to a wandering life, and ac- 
tually travelled through moft parts of, the 
world : we are henceforth obliged to give cre- 
dit to his own affertions until his arrival in 
Rome, becaufe we have no other opportunity 
of tracing his hiftory, or of verifying any of the 
particulars. 

By means of the money which he had pro- 
cured in the manner already related, he now 
repaired to Meflina. There he got acquainted 
with a certain perfon of the name of Altotas: 
it is not known with certainty whether he wasa 
Spaniard or a Greek, for he could fpeak both of 
thefe languages with fluency. He was in pof- 
feffion of feveral Arabic manufcripts, and pre- 
cended to be a great chemift. Having em- 

B 4 barked 
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barked topether on board of a veffel, they 
failed along the Archipelago, and landed at 
Alexandria in Egypt, where during the fpace of 
forty days they performed feveral operations 
in chemiftry, by which they procured a great 
deal of money. 

They propofed to pafs from thence to Grand 
Cairo; but they were driven by contrary winds 
to the ifland of Malta. There they’remained 
for fome time, and worked in the laboratory of 
the grand mafter Pinto. Altotas * having’ died 


_foon after, Balfamo refolved to vifit Naples, 


and accordingly put himfelf under the protec- 
tion of a knight of Malta, to whom he was re- 
commended by the grand matter. 

He fupported himfelf for fome time in’ that 


capital with the money which had been pre- 


fented to him by the grand mafter, and the pre- 
fents which he received from his companion the 
Chevalier; and foon after was lucky enough 


* In a pamphlet written under the dire&tion of the,Count, 
it is pretended that Altotas was his tutor, during his refi- 
dence at Medina, in the palace of the Mufti Salahaym; 
that he inftructed him in the knowledge of botany and 
phyfic; made him acquainted with the oriental languages 
and literature; introduced him to the fovereign of Mecca, 
by whomhe was greatly careffed ; and made him acquainted 
with all the wonders of Egypt. T. | 


to 
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to acquire the regard of a prince who was 
attached to the ftudy of chemiftry, and who 
wifhed to carry him to vifit his poffeffions in 
Sicily*. 

Having taken advantage of this opportunity 
to revifir Meffina, he happened to meet with a 
prieft, who was his countryman and particular 
acquaintance. He himfelf confeffes that this 
perfon was violent in his temper, diffolute in his 
morals, and had often participated in. his ro- 
gueries, during their refidence at Palermo: he 
even adds, that this very clergyman was one of 
the devils who had, baftinadoed the jeweller 
Marano, while fearching the grotto for the 
hidden treafure. 

_ Having chofen this perfon for his affociate, 
he took leave of the prince, and they departed 
together for Naples. In the courfe of their 
journey they werearrefted at an inn in the town 
of Pizzo, under pretence of having carried 
off a lady with them: but as no fuch perfon 
was found in their company, they were imme- 
diately fet at liberty. After a fhort ftay at 


* This prince is faidte have been of the noble houfe of 
Caramanco, and nearly related. to the ambaffador of that 
name who lately reprefented the king of the Two Sicilies, at 
the court of London, and is now one of the minifters of that 
fovereign, T. 


Naples, 
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Naples, it was refolved that they fhould repair 
to Rome. 

Arrived inthe capital of the Chriftian world, 
Balfamo affumed feveral different characters, 
and appeared fometimes in an ecclefiaftical, and 
fometimes in a fecular habit. By means of 
letters of recommendation which he had pro- 
cured at Naples, he obtained accefs to feveral 
perfons of diflinétion* : among others he got ac- 
quainted with the Bailli de Breteuil, at'that time 
ambaffador from Malta to Rome; and was alfo 
prefented to many ecclefiaftics of his own 


_ country. From the generofity of thefe, and his 


own private induftry, he was enabled to pro- 
cure fufficient money to defray all his expences, 

He employed himfelf at this period in mak- 
ing drawings on paper; the outlines of which 
were produced by means of a copper plate en- 
graving, and afterwards filled up by him with 
Indian ink: thefe he fold for defigns made by 


* Ina publication intitled La Lettre de Comte Caglioftre 
az Peuple d’ Anglois, it is pretended that he had determined 
to remain ixcoguito in Rome, when chance having difcovered 
him to Cardinal Urfina, that prelate paid him the moft flat. 
tering attention, and introduced him to feveral cardinals 
and Roman princes. Among thefe were Ganganelli, who 
afterwards became Pope Clement XIV.; and Rezzonicay, 
who at that time filled the papal chair, and by whom he 
pretends to have been feveral times admitted to.the honour 


ofaconference, T. 


means 
s 
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means 6f a pen only. Having taken up his 
abode at the fign of the Sun, in the neighbour- 
hood of the Rotunda, he happened to quarrel 
with one of the waiters, in confequence of 
which he was imprifoned-for three days. 

It was about this time that he happened to 
fee the young Lorenza Feliciani, who lived 
near to the Three Pilgrims. He foon became 
exceedingly attached to this young woman, 
and afked her parents confent to make her his 
wife: this was accordingly eranted, and he re- 
ceived, as adower, a trifling fortune, propor- 
tionate to their condition. The marriage was 
folemnized in the parifh church of S¢. Saviour 
in the Fields, and the bridegroom lodged with 
his father-in-law for fome months after. 

The firft leffons which the young bride re- 
Aiel from her hufband, were intended, ac- 
cording to her own confeffion, to inftruct her 
‘nthe means of attracting and gratifying the 
pleafures of the other fex. The moft wanton 
coquetry and the moft lafcivious arts were the 
principles with which he endeavoured to infpire 
her. The mother of Lorenza, fcandalized at 
this conduét, had fuch frequent altercations 
with her fon-in-law concerning his behaviour, 
that he refolved to remove from her houle. 

He found it much eafier in another place to 

corrupt 
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corrupt the mind and the morals of his-wife. He 
then prefented her to two perfons well qualified 
for the exercife of her talents, after Having firft 
inftruéted her to entangle them both, by her 
allurements. With one of thefe fhe did not fuc- 
ceed; but over the other fhe acquired a com- 
plete victory.. He himfelf conducted her to the 
very fpot deftined for the pleafures of the lover; 
left her alone in his company, and retired into 
another chamber. 

The interview. and the offers. made to her 
were fuch as were entirely correfpondent to the 
wifhes of the hufband; but the wife on this 
occafion did not exhibit a proper inftance. of 
conjugal obedience. She foon after imparted 
the whole affair in confidence to her hufband, 
and receiyed nothing in return but the moft 
bitter reproach, and the moft violent and 
dreadful menaces. It was then that he began 


to infinuate this maxim, which he afterwards 


fo affiduoufly repeated: “* That adultery is no 
crime in a woman who commits it on account 
of her intereft, and not fimply through affection 
to another man.” 

He even added example to precept, by prov- 
ing how little he himfelf, refpeéted the ties of 
conjugal fidelity. We fhall have occafion to 


particularife feveral inftances of this kind, inthe 
courfe 
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courfe of our hiftory; we will only mention here 
that on thefe occafions he aroufed his dormant 
paffions by drinking a certain Egyptian wine, 
compofed of aromatics, which poffeffed all the 
qualities neceffary for the completion of his in- 
tentions. 

His wife having at length begun to hearken 
to his’ inftru€tions, “he conducted her two or 
three times to the'place where fhe had formerly 
been fo difobedient to ‘his orders. She fome- 
tithes “received ‘clothes, fometimes trinkets, 
and foretimes'a little money, as the réward of 
her condefcenfion. One day ‘the hufband 
wrote ‘a letter in his wife’s name to the lover 
whom he had ‘forced her to receive, in which 
he begged the loan of a few crowns, which were 
immediately fent:in return for thefe, he pro- 
‘nifed ‘ah interview ‘inthe courfe of next day, 
and the lady was faithful to the appointment. 

Balfamio having frequently changed his place 
of abode about this time, formed many new ac- 
quaintance ; and, among others, cultivated an 
intimacy with Ottavio Nicaitro, a perfon well 
known on account of having afterwards finifhed 
his exiftence at the gibbet, as an accomplice in 
an affaffination; and alfo with another celebrated 
adventurer, called the Marquis Agliata: both 
of thefe were Sicilians, The character of the 

3 Marquis 
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Marquis had a flrong refemblance to that of our 
hero. During the time of their intimacy toge- 
ther, they were frequently perceived to be fhut 
up ina.chamber, where, they remained a long 
time without any third perfon whatever. About 
what they were occupied is not precifely known; ; 
but more than one perfon has been heard to 
affirm that they were one,day_feen to iffue from 
the place of conference, the Marquis holding 
two bills in his hand ; which,.after having com- 
pared. together, he prefented to Balfamo, 
telling him at.the fame time that..it was im- 
pofible to do any thing better. Balfamo 
Aimfelf has not attempted to deny the fuperior- 
genius of his friend. in all things that regarded 
the counterfeiting of writing, and the imitation 
of feals: adding, that this extraordinary. noble- 

man had prefented him witha patent as an officer 
in the fervice of the king of. Pruffia, in which 
he himfelf pretended to be a colonel ; and, had 
forged the fignature of that prince with a won- 
derful degree of accuracy, Thus authorized 
by letters patent from the head-of the illuftrious 
houfe of Brandenbourg,. Balfamo actually af- 
fumed the uniform of one of the Pruffian regi- 
ments. | 

Thefe infeparable friends now determined to 
leave Rome: the caufe of their fudden depar- 
ture 
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ture may be fairly attributed to what has been 
reported by Balfamo’s own father-in-law. Ni- 
caftro having quarrelled with his friends, moft 
probably about a. divifion of the booty, pre- 
fented himfelf to the officers of the police, ac- 
cufed them of having forged feveral bonds, and 
offered to give evidence againft them. There 
is reafon to believe that this treachery having 
been difcovered by Agliata-and his compa- 
nion, they determined inftantly to leave the 
capital of the Roman dominions. 

They accordingly. departed in two feparate 
carriages ; the wife of Balfamo being feated in 
that which contained the Marquis, and the 
hufband in the other, along with the fecretary 
of Agliata. : 

Balfamo has confeffed, without any reluctance, 
how little the conjugal vows were refpected 
during this journey, which was entirely at the 
expence of his titled companion. Having taken 
the road to Venice, by Loretto, they arrived 
at Bergamo; and while on the road committed a 
great number of rogueries: among others, Cagli- 
oftro.and Agliata, after having fhut themfelves 
up for fome time without the knowledge or 
intervention of any perfon, are reported to have 
fabricated letters of introduétion, which af- 
forded them an opportunity of tricking feveral 

ref{pectable 
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refpetable families out of confiderable’ fams ‘of 
money. : | 

They ftopped fome days'at' Bergamo, occu 
pied i recruiting their pore, “and intmaking 
acquaintance. The magiftratesy however hav 
ing difcovered the character “tte purfaits ‘of the 
ftrangers, Balfamo and his wife were arrefted 3 
and, after undergoing th e neceffary” eXamina- 
tions, were banifhed from: the city. Aotiata 
had the’ good fortune to efcape. “AT the:mo+ 
ment that the officers of juftice feized the huf+ 
band, he had fufficient addrefs to convey a {mall 
packet of bills’ to ‘his wife, which’ he conjured 
her to deftroy, on purpoft to fave his life. . ‘She 
accordingly concealed them in-her befom, “and 
took the firft opportunity of tearing ithem to 
pieces. Shé‘obferved, on this o¢cafion; that 
the bills were written on ftaiped ‘paper.’ We 
learn ‘alfo from this woman, that her hufband 
was not intimidated, by this untoward -aceident, 
from continuing this fpecies of fraud’; forona 
a future occafion he fabricated paper, with the 
neceflary marks, at a village fituate on the-river 
of Genoa. By means of that very ‘paper ‘he 
forzed a note for two thoufand five ‘hundred 
crowns, which he afterwards. got difcounted at 
Savona.. But let us return to Bergamo. 

Balfamo having been driven from this city, 
as 
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as we have already mentioned, :found himfelf 
in extreme mifery,; for Aghiata, had carried 
off all the money with him. He would now 
have returned to Rome, if the dread of being 
imprifoned,.on account of his former forgeries, 
had not deterred him: he at length was fo em- 
barraffed, that hé refolved, in company with his 
wife, to undefttake a pilgrimage to St. James of 
Galicia. 

He wifhed to infinuate, in the courfe of his 
interrogatories, that he had been excited to this 
journey by his piety, as a penance for his fins, 
and thofe of his wife: it 1s’certain however 
that they never went to that holy place. He 
has even been forced to acknowledge, that 
having found means to live more at his eafe, 
as we fhall fee inthe fequel, he abfolutely loft 
all thoughts of completing this pilgrimage ; 
and it ¥s not difficult to guefs what the motives 
were which deterred him from fulfilling his views. 

Having both of them affumed the drefs of 
pilgrims, they travelled through the territories 
of Sardinia and Genoa, and at length arrived 
at Antibes. 

During this journey they lived upon alms ; 
which they endeavoured to procure in greater 
abundance, by feigning to have undertaken a 
pilgrimage, as a penance voluntarily impofed 


C upon 











































18 | THE ILDTFE OF 


upon themfelves, on account of having con+ 
tracted a clandeftine marriage. But as begoing 
was a bad trade, and afforded a very {fcanty 
fupport, the hufband folicited his wife to aug- 
ment it by the fale of her charms ; and, in the 
midft of menaces for this purpofe, he ufually 
uttered the moft horrible impieties. «* Of what 
fervice is your virtue?” faid he. ‘* Does the 
God on whom you depend, afford you any fuc- 
cour? Do you not behold the mifery with 
which we are overwhelmed ?” 

Several officers at Antibes profited of the 
effects of thefe leffons ; and by means of the 
money which they prefented her, and the alms 
which they received, this virtuous couple con- 
tinued their journey, and arrived at Barcelona, 
where they remained for fix months, At the end 
of that period, their property being entirely 
expended, Balfamo perfuaded his wife to go 
and confefs herfelf in a church in the neigh- 
bourhood of their inn, which belonged to a 
convent ; and defired her to inform the father- 
confeffor, that they were both defcended from 
an illuftrious Roman family; but that, having 
married without the confent of their relations, 
and their remittances falling -fhort, they were 
reduced to the moft deplorable poverty. 

~ Lorenza obeyed the commands of her fpoufe, 
and 
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and even improved upon his inftructions.; fo 
that the confeffor actually believed the fabri- 
cated ftory, and prefented her with a {mall fum 
of money. On the next morning he fent them 
aham; and following himfelf foon after,to make 
them.a vifit of condolence, he faluted the huf- 
band by the title of * His Excellency.” Both of 
them have acknowledged the truth of this anec- 
dote ; but Balfamo, not covetous of the glory 
of it, has attributed the honour of the invention 
entirely to his wife. However, the vigilance of 
the rector of the parifh embarraffed them not a 
little ; for, having conceived fufpicions of their 
veracity, he demanded. the contraé& of their 
marriage, which they happened not to have 
along with them, 

That they might not hereafter be expofed to 
a fimilar mortification, Balfamo determined to 
folicit the protection of a grandee ; and to ob- 
tain this he thought that he could not devife a 
better expedient for his introduction, than to 
make-ufe of the attractions of his wife. 

Young and agreeable, of a middle fize, pof- 
{effed of a white fkin, brown hair, round counte- 
nance, brilliant eyes, happy phyfiognomy, and 
uncommon fenfibility, Lorenza was admirably 
calculated to excite the paffions. This actually 
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took place on the prefent occafion,' as well as - 
on many others. | 

The hufband and wife having prefented them- 
felves to.this perfonage, informed-him of their 
fituation. After having ordered the hufband 
to retire, the magiftrate’ interrogated the wife 
with great-ferioufnefs as to the truth of their 
marriage.) | He became fenfible by her anfwers 
that'this:ceremony had taken place; and while 
he undertook to procure an authentic copy of 
the certificate from Rome, the beauty of the 
lady made: fuch an impreffion upom his mind, 
that he infinuated cértain propofals that did but 
little credit to his. character. She refufed com- 
pliance with his defires; and he gave her time 
torefiect on the fubject, and difmiffed her. The 
circumftances of this interview having been re- 
counted to the hufband, Lorenza received the 
moft bitter reproaches on account of her be- 
haviour; and at the end of a few days was 
carried. back to the. houfe of the ‘grandee. 
Scarce was fhe arrived when he requefted her to 
anfwer his propofition with a fimple yes or no : 
the hufband, here intercepting her reply, ex- 
claimed, Yes! and inftantly retired. The con- 
fequence of this reply produced a double "piffole ; 
and Lorenza received a fimilar recompence on 
the 
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the eight following days, during «which her 
hufband efcorted her regularly to the fam 
hotel. 

The contra of marriage at leneth arrived 
’ from Rome; but by this time Balfamo had 
formed an intimacy with a nobleman who was 
upon. his travels. He. alfo fell in love with Lo- 
renza; who did not fail, as may be readily fup- 
pofed, of informing her hufband of the cir- 
cumftance. Balfamo knowing that in a fhort 
time the tribute of double piftoles would ceafe to 
be paid by the enamoured magiltrate, coun- 
felled his wife to flatter-the pafion, but not to 
fatisfy the wifhes, of the ftranger; that he might 
be enabled to travel to Madrid at his expence, 
‘as he wifhed much to vifit that capital. 

This defign was carried into execution with 
all imaginable fuccefs.. They all three repaired 
to the metropolis of Spain, where they lived in 
the fame houfe; the noble traveller occupying 
an apartment contiguous tothe lady’s. 

- However, as he paid all the charges, and be- 
gan to perceive that he was duped, he at length 
threatened to remove. Alarmed at this circum- 
ftance, Balfamo informed his fpoufe that it was 
at lencth neceflary to comply with his defires ; 
fhe accordingly obeyed the injunctions of: her 
hufband, and this criminal intercourfe conti- 
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nued for a confiderable time. Almoft every 
morning at day-break this kind fpoufe awak- 
ened his wife, and informed her that it was time 
for her to rife, and repair to the apartment of 
their illuftrious gueft. 

A law-fuit which Balfamo carried on at this 
time againft one of his countrymen, gave himan 
opportunity of fending his wife to folicit the 
minifter in his behalf. In the courfe of this 
affair, he infifted on a fcrupulous and exact ac- 
count of every thing that concerned his fair 
petitioner: fhe informed him minutely of her 
fituation, even to her. connection with the 
ftranger, whom he wifhed her to difmifs, at the 
fame time propofing himfelf as a lover in his 
ftead. This arrangement however not being 
fatisfatory to Madam Balfamo, the minifter 
immediately withdrew his proteétion; obferving, 
at the fame time, that he fhould hereafter be 
jnexorable to her entreaties. oe 

This threat was verified in a fhort time ; for 
the traveller being no longer able to fatisfy the 
avaricious demands of Balfamo, who was per- 
petually foliciting either money or effects, at 
length refolved to abandon them. On this Lo~ 
renza, by the order of her hufband, who had 
been informed of every thing, repaired once 
more to the minifter: but he, with the flately 
dignity 
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dignity of a Spaniard, refifted all her tempta- 
tions; and difmiffed her with this energetic re- 
ply :—** I have learned, Madam, to hold a pro- 
mife facred !” 

Being thus abandoned, they refolved to re- 
pair to Lifbon. As foon as they arrived there, 
Balfamo made it his bufinefs to enquire at a 
celebrated ordinary, where he dined, concern- 
ing fome perfons in afiluent circumftances; and 
he foon learned the name and refidence of a 
rich merchant, who feemed exadly fuited to 
his purpofe. He accordingly difpatched his 
wife next morning to folicit a/ms of him. On 
this occafion fhe received a piece of money, 
which was accompanied with certain offers of 
another fort; and in conclufion an interview 
was agreed upon ina garden belonging to his 
country houfe. 7 

In the courfe of three months this amour 
was cultivated with uncommon afliduity by 
both parties, and produced no leis than eight 
piftoles for every vifit made by the lady. How- 
ever, the fear of a difpute with the family of 
the merchant, who beheld this intercourfe with 
an evil eye, made Balfamo at length determine 
to leave this city, and repair to London. 

That his defigns in that capital might be at- 
tended with fuccefs, he contrived it fo that his 
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wife fhould learn the Englith language, during 
their refidence in Portugal ; and he procured as 
her governefs a young, woman, to whom he 


5 « 


himfelf gave leffuns of a very different kind. 


> 


Balfamo, on his arrival in London *, en- 
gaged 


* He arrived in London, according to his own account, in 
July 1776; pofleffed, if we believe his ftory, of plate, jewels, 
and {pecie, to the amount of three thoufand pounds. Soon 
after his arrival, he hired apartments in Whitcomb-ftreet, 
immediately adjoining to Hedge-lane, in which he pretends 
to have dedicated a large portion of his time to his favourite 
fludies of chemiftry and phyfic. 

During his difpate with M. de Morande, the Fe capti 
inventory of his jewels was publifhed in the Courier de 
1?Europe : 

«¢ A gold repeater, enamelled in blue, with {tars 
of gold, and enriched with two circlets of diamonds. Its 


chain, three rows of {mall diamonds, terminated by three large 


ones, and brilliant pendants ; from two of which hung a 
clufter of diamonds, and from the fourth a feal mounted in 
the fame.—N. B. On this watch, the chain of which was 
valued at one thoufand five hundred pounds, five hundred 

ounds was lent by a pawnbroker in Princes-ftreet, Leicefter- 
fields, , 

*¢ A fmall green feal-fkin cafe, containing fix rings, the 
firft confifting of five diamonds, furrounded with {fmaller 
ones; the fecond of two, mounted in the form of a heart, 
and encircled likewife with diamonds, &c.; the third re- 
prefented a garter and buckle in fmall diamonds.—N- B. 
Thefe belonged to Madam Caclioftro, The three others 
were hoop rings, two of diamonds, and the third of garnets. 


66 A pair 
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gaced as ufual.in that fhameful commerce, in 
which he bartered the charms of his wife againft 
the property of every opulent man who wifhed 
to become apurchafer. ‘We fhall here confine 
ourfelves to the recital of one anecdote. By the 
Jaws of England, if a man furprifes his wife in 

adultery, he can commence a lawfuit againtt 


the feducer, and oblige him to pay a large fum 
of money. 


Balfamo and his wife, during their refidence 
in that capital, got acquainted with feveral 
quakers; and alfo with a Sicilian, whom they 


“€ A pair of ear-rings, nine diamonds in each, in a green 
feal-fkin’ cafe. 


‘¢ The portrait of M. Caglioftro; a medallion fet with dia- 
monds, in a cafe fet with ditto. 

<¢' The figure of a dove compofed of diamonds, and fuf 
pended by three rows of fine pearl. 

« Anecklace of ditto. 

“<6 A pair of ear-rings of fmall brilliants. 

¢¢ A pair of black filk bracelets with diamond buckles. 

‘¢ A large hoop ring of diamonds in a gold box. 

« An oval gold coloured fauff box—on it are engraven 
implements of gardening—in a cafe of ditto 

¢¢ A fweet-meat box of gold, ina red fkin afk &ec. &c.”” 

This, and a numerous lift of other articles equally va- 
luable, are faid to have been brought by the Count into‘Eng- 
Jand. Ififo, Lorenza and he muft have been very fu 
in their virtuous occupation fince the time wh« 
obliged by want to undertake a pilgrimage to St, James of 
Glitz a. 


} ee 
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called the Marquis de Vivona. One of the 
quakers was captivated with the charms of the 
lady; and, in his attempts to feduce her virtue, 
entirely forgot the aufterity of his fe. Without 
yielding to his wifhes, Lorenza informed her 
hufband of his paffion; and he contrived, in 
concert with Vivona, that fhe fhouid promife 
him a private interview; that two witneffes 
fhould watch in an adjoining chamber; and 
that, at the moment when the quaker fhould 
think himfelf on the brink of happinefs, upon 
a certain fignal being given, Baifamo, Vivona, 
and the fervants fhould rufh into the apart- 
ment; and by means of threats, iniults, and 
menaces, oblige him to pay dearly for his un- 
tafted pleafures, 

Every thing fucceeded according to their 
wifhes. The quaker, faithful to his appoint- 
ment, repaired at the hour agreed upon, and 
began to compliment the Jady in the manner 
made ufe of in Penfylvania. Lorenza affected 
to be furprifed at his gallantry ; and afked how 
it was poffible for one of the ‘* friends” to be 
fo polite to the ladies? 

The dialogue on this became exceedingly 
lively and interefting: and at length the 
quaker, as if preparing to /wim in bli/s, throws 
off his hat, his wig, and his coat. But the 
con- 








COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 23 


concerted fignal being given at this inftant, 
Balfamo, Vivona, and the reft burft into the 
chamber, and furprifed him in this ridicu- 
lous fituation. Thus caught in the fait, as it 
were, it was in vain for him to diffemble; he 
fumed, fretted, curfed, and [wore ; and at length 
was permitted to eicape, on condition of pre- 
fenting the evraged hufband with one hundred 
pounds fterling, which was inftantly complied 
with. Qn his departure the fharpers divided 
th emoney between them. 

Thefe two friends, however, foon after fe- 
parated; the circumftance which occafioned 
their difunion was as follows :—Balfamo, who 
was in pofleffion of a large quantity of topazes, 
which he had colleéted during his refidence at 
Lifbon, withing to convert them into money, 
entrufts them to Vivona; who, after having ac- 
cepted the employment, appropriated them to 
his own ufe, and then ab{conded. 

Soon after Balfamo himfelf was thrown into 
prifon*, by his landlord, for the rent of his 
houfe. It muft undoubtedly appear extraor- 
dinary, to behold this man fo frequently re- 
duced to mifery, notwithftanding the confi- 


* In the King’s Bench, having been furrendered by his . 
bail. T. 
derable 
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derable acquifitions which he had made, both 
in money and effeéts. The reader’s aftonifh- 
ment will. however ceafe, if, to the wafte na- 
turally attendant on ill-gotten wealth, be added 
the proud and extravagant demeanor of Balfamo, 
who, that he might appear a man of confe- 
quence in the opinion of the world, fet no 
bounds to his expences. 

It is an acknowledged fa&t, without reckon- 
ing the prefents which he and his wife had 
received, in the courfe of their travels, in jewels, 
watches, &c. that he procured upwards of a 
hundred thoufand crowns in hard cath. This 
however did not prevent him from being more 
than once reduced to fuch diftrefs,’as to be 
under the neceffity of ~pawning his trinkets for 
the payment of his domeftic expences. 

The generofity of an Englith gentleman at 
length opened the gates of his prifon. His wife, 
by frequenting. the Catholic chapel belonging to 
the Bavarian minifter.*, had an opportunity of 
becoming:acquainted ‘with avery worthy. cha- 
racter,to whom fhe mentioned the fituation of her 
hufband, and from.whofe bounty fhe received a 
fum of money fufficient to liquidate the debt. 


* At that time fituate in Golden{quate, being annexed to 
the houfe of Count Haflang. T. 


Befides 
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Befides this, their patron, out of mere cha- 
rity, received them both into his houfe. Amidft 
the familiarity which this circumftance brought 
about, he imagined that he had difcovered a 
genius for painting in Balfamo, who readily 
undertook-to decorate fome apartments at his 
country refidence. : | 

The: Englifhman having removed his fa- 
mily from town on purpofe to fuperintend the 
labours, of his gueft, it fo happened that his 
daughter, who was ftill young, became ena- 
moured with the painter. It is not well known 
whether this attachment proceeded voluntarily 
from herfelf, or whether it was produced by the 
feductive.arts of Balfamo: this much is however 
certain (and he has confefled it himfelf), thac 
he wroveht the paffions of this young woman 
to fuch a pitch of folly, that fhe prefented him 
at different times with large fums of money. 

It may appear aftonifhing that a man lik 


ah 


ie 


this fhould be able to infinuate himfelf into the 


pos 


oood-oraces of the fair fex; more efpecially as a! 
oO S L 4 
thofe who were intimately acquainted with him 


have affirmed, that he had nothine engaging 


J 


- 


either in bis perfon or his converfation. 

Rather fhort than tall in his ftature, of a 
brown complexion, a bloated countenance, and 
afevere afpect; ufing a Sicilian dialect, disf- 
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gured by many phrafes of a foreign idiom, 
which altogether formed an almoft Ifraclitiflr 
jargon; deftitute of any of thofe graces fo com- 
mon inthe world of galiantry ; without know- 
ledge, without abilities, and, in fine, deprived 
of every means of infpiring love *—how could 
aman of this defcription obtain fuch an afcen- 
dancy 


* To this portrait, painted by the oly band of an inqui- 
fitor, we fhall add a companion, drawn by an avowed ad- 
mer of the Count: the /ikene/s was taken during his laft 
refidence in England. T. . 

“The Count de Caglioftro is below the middle ftature, 
arid inclined to corpulency ; his face is a round oval ;_ his 
complexion and eyes dark, the latter uncomrhonly penetrat- 
we. In his addrefs, we are not fenfible of that indefcribable 
grace which engages the affections before we confult the 
underftanding. On the contrary, there is in his manner a felf- 
importance, which at firft fight rather difgufts than allures, 
and obliges us to withhold our regard, till on a more intie 
mate acquaintance we yield it as the tribute of our reafon. 
‘Fhough naturally ftudious and contemplative, his conver- 
fation is {prightly, abounding with judicious remarks and 
pleafant anecdotes; yet, with an underftanding in the higheft 
degree perfpicuous and enlarged, he is ever rendered the 
dupe of the fycophant and the flatterer. His heart and 
purfe are ever open to the fupplications of diftrefs ; but 
there is, in his mode of beftowing, a pompofity, which fre- 


quently renders that liberatity afcribed to oftestation, which 
is in reality the efile ofa truly compafiionate and beneficent 
heart. 


‘¢ Far 
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dancy over the ladies, that, after having per- 
verted them from the path of virtue, they ac- 
tually recompenfed and rewarded him with 
magnificent prefents. His artful conduct how- 
ever will furnifh us with an ample folution to 
this problem ; for he made it a rule to pay his 
addreffes to no woman unlefs fhe was either 
old, or fo ugly that fhe could never have ex- 
pected a lover, had not fuch a man as Balfamo 
been in exiftence. 

The Englifh gentleman, who had begun to 
be difpleafed at feeing himfelf deceived in re- 
gard to the decorations of his apartments, which 
were disfigured rather than embellifhed by the 

daubings of Balfamo, became furious when he 
| perceived thathis daughter had been debauched. 
Neverthelefs he had fuch a command over his 
paffions, that he contented himfelf with driving 
the painter and his chafte wife out of his houfe. 

Balfamo having thus become once more 
deflitute, left the capital of England *, and 
took the road towards France, At Dover he 


.“ Far from being fchooled in the fcience of deception, he 
poffeffes a noble franknefs, which does honour to human na- 
ture; a difpofition open and unreferved, even to a fault, In 
his attachments he is warmand fteady; and, though eafily 
provoked to choler, it is a ftorm which, like thofe of fum- 
mer, quickly paffes away.” 

* This wasin 1772. T. 
formed 
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formed an acquaintance with a M. Duplaifir; 
who offered to carry him and his lady to Paris. 
This invitation was accepted ;- and it is from 
Caglioftro’s own’ “mouth that ‘we learn, that 
during the whole of the journey Duplaifir tra- 
velled in a poft-chaife along with his wife, while 
he himfelf accompanied them at 2 humble dif= 
tance on horfeback: 

Jt is not difficult to comprehend the confe- 
quence of this arrangement. “The wife of Bal- 
famo became the miftrefs of Duplaifir, and 
continued in that capacity for many months at 
Paris, during which he defrayed the expences 
of the whole party; The infatiable difpofition 
of Balfamo, who always wifhed to fell his mer= 
thandize as dear as poffible,; at length difgufted 
the lover, whofe finances were not very confi- 
derable : he accordingly advifed Lorenza, if fhe 
chofe to continue this trade, either to carry if on 
on her own account, or to return to Italy and live 
with her parents. She affured him that fhe de- 
fined to follow his counfel ; and in a few days 
after actually abandoned the habitation of her 
hufband, and removed to another which her 
paramour had provided for her; taking Care, 
however, to carry all her clothes and ornaments 
alone with her. 3 

The hufband, extremely irritated at this elope- 
ment, 
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ment, Had recourfe to the king’s authority, and 
obtained an order to arreft his wife, who was 
conducted to St. Pelagie*, where fhe remained 
for feveral months; during all this time he 
himfelf took up his abode with an old demi- 
veD. 

The fale of a certain wafh for beautifying the 
{kin procured him fome money about this pe- 
riod ; but he received much more from the 
genercfity of the lady with whom he was con- 
ne¢ted, and with whom he continued to live a 
confiderable time after his wife was releafed 
from St. Pelagie. At length he took a houfe 
for himfelf near to one of the barriers, 

It is not a little interefting to thofe defirous 
of being informed of every thing concerning 
this-remarkable man, that during the time that 
Lorenza was in confinement, the police drew 
up a memorial, which was afterwards printed 
in Paris, under the title of ‘* Ma correfpon- 
dance avec le Comte Caglioftro.”” Among other 
things contained in this, is to be found the de- 
pofition of Duplaifir, who fwore that, although 


* La maifon de St. Pelagie was an eftablifhment in 
Paris fomewhat in the nature of a houfe of correction for 
loofe women. ‘This, like every thing elfe under the old 
government, being liable to the moft fcandalous abufe, has 
participated in the general reform, T, 


D Balfamo 
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Balfamo and his wife had lived during three 
months at his expence, they had neverthelefs 
contracted debts to the amount of more than 
two hundred crowns with milliners, peruke- 
makers, and dancing-matters. 

Having taken a houfe at one of the barriers, 
as we have already mentioned, during his refi- 
dence there he found means to form an ac- 
quaintance with two perfons of diftinétion, who 
carried their love of chemiftry to a ridiculous 
excefs. He pretended to have difcovered 
fome miraculous fecrets in that fcience ; he 
even afferted that he had found out the art of 
making gold, and of prolonging human ex- , 
iftence. This latter affertion had peculiar 
charms for one of them, who had arrived at a 
very advanced age. To confirm their belief 
in his promifes, he took a few Spanifh piftoles 
from them, and having melted them along with 
other materials in a crucible, he produced a 
lump of gold of more value than the money 
which they had depofited before the operation. 
By means of thefe ftratagems, and feveral others, 
he procured upwards of fifty /ouis dors. 

It is almoft needlefs to mention, that our 
hero neither communicated to them the fecret of 
making gold, nor of efcaping from death. He 
engaged, however, to difcover both of thefe de- 
fideraia ; 
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fiderata; but the period for the performance 
having at length elapfed, his pupils began to 
form fufpicions concerning his veracity. Bal- 
famo was well aware of the danger of his fitua- 
tion; and dreading left he fhould be arrefted 
for the money advanced, he procured a paff- 
port under a fictitious name, fled with great 
precipitation to Bruffels, and after having tra- 
verfed Germany and Italy, arrived at his auive 
city of Palermo. 

He did not however long enjoy his liberty 
among his countrymen. Marano, the jeweller 
whom he had not only duped but baftinadoed, 
as we have before mentioned, having not yet 
forgot his injuries, immediately applied to the 
-magiftrates, and procured an order for his im- 
prifonment. Soon after this, a profecution 
took place in confequence of the teftament that 
had .been forged in favour of the Marquis 
Maurigi: the protection of a nobleman, to 
whom he had procured a powerful recommen- 
dation while at Naples, prevented him, how- 
ever, from being condemned to the Ce. 
and he was actually fet at liberty, on condition 
of immediately departing from Piero. 

Being thus once more obliged to abandon 
the city which gave him birth, he repaired, 
company with his wife, ta Malta; where he 
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is faid to ‘have fupported himfelf for fome 
time by the fale of his pomade for improv- 
ing the complexien: but the commodity 
from which he drew his moft certain revenue 
appears to have been—his wife ! 

At the end of three months he left that 
ifland alfo. Let us here make a fhort digref- 
fion:—How comes it about that this man could 
never remain for any confiderable time in any 
one country whatever? And how was it pof- 
fible that he could tranfport himfelf with fuch 
facility from one end of Europe to another? 
We can only anfwer as to the fa&.— His travels, 
his voyages; his vagabond kind of life, are known 
to all the world. To an unquiet and turbulent 
{pirit, he added a paffion for wandering: and 
this paffion was not unaccompanied with its 
peculiar advantages; for he was thus fuddenly 
removed from his cenfors, his creditors, and 
his enemies. 

From Malta he paffed over to Naples, where 
he remained for feveral months ; and he there 
once more found his advantage in pretending 
to an extraordinary knowledge in the {cience 
of chemiftry, and the myfteries of the cabala. 

Among others, he got acqua aoe in that city 
with a merchant and a prieft, who became both 
‘enamoured of his ecuae af difcoveries. The 

merchant 
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merchant was rich; the monk governed him 
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and our adventurer perceiving it to be for hi 
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intereft to rule his new friend without the in- 
convenience attendant upon a rival, attempted 
to fupplant the holy father, and fucceeded ac- 
cordingly, 

Having thus acquired the undivided efteem 
of this fimple man, he found no great difficul- 
ty in borrowing large fums from him, promif- 
ing in return to make him acquainted with thofe 
{ciences which he dignified with the epithet of 
Jublime. At this period, in compliance with the 
defires of Lorenza, he invited-his father-in-law, 
and his wife’s brother, to Naples; the latter of 
whom he was prevailed upon to take under his 
protection. This young man was handfome, 
and had an engaging air: Balfamo therefore 
formed the defign of matching him with a lady 
poffeffing fimilar qualities, that he might rear 
her up in the fame manner as he had done 
Lorenza, and acquire the fame advantages by 
means of her beauty. He was well affured thar, 
with two females fo excellently educated, he could 
not fail of procuring immenfe fums. 

Accompanied by his wife, and his brother- 
in-law, he left Naples, and fet off for France, 
Having arrived at Marfeilles, they determined 
to remain in that city for fome time. Balfamo 
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found an opportunity, during his refidence there, 
of gaining the confidenceof alady who, although 
fhe was old, had not as yet entirely abandoned 
the idea of gallantry. Having perceived her 
foible, he determined not to let fuch an op- 
portunity efcape his vigilance; and whether 
it was that the beldame became enamoured of 
him, or that he feigned to be attached to her, 
it fo happened, that an intimacy and attach- 
ment took place between them. He himfelf 
has avowed, without any referve whatever, that 
he received abundance of prefents from her, 
fome in money, and others in effects. 

This lady, who had been formerly very hand- 
fome, had a lover during her youth, who ftill 
refided in her neighbourhood ; and, notwith- 
flanding his advanced age, exhibited fymptoms 
of the ftrongeft jealoufy at her Heasioe for 
Balfamo. ‘The old lady was determined how- 
ever to lofe neither of her adorers ;' the one, be- 
caufe he wasin the vigour of youth; the other, 
becaufe.he was exceffively wealthy. She ac- 
cordingly fuggefted to the firft the means of 
foftening the afperity of the fecond, The an 
cient lover fill iis all the ardour of affection 
for his charmer ; but he perceived with horror 
that age had furrowed his cheek, and en- 
feebled his pleafures. Balfamo took advane- 
tage 
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tage of this, and promifed by means of a che- 
mical operation to reftore him to the full vi- 
gour of youth and enjoyment; and as this.de- 
crepit gallant was feized with the mania of dif- 
covering the philofopher’s ftone, the pretended 
philofopher had the moft ample opportunity of 
deceiving him at his own eafe. He accordingly 
made him acquainted with feveral ikea 
which he performed by means of his alembic 
and amufed him with the promife of difcove 
ing the fecret of making gold. In the mean 
time, he extracted cone lerable fums from him 
under pretence of purchafing the ingredients, 
which he pretended to be exceedingly expen- 
five. 

While every thing went on in this profper- 
ous,manner, Balfamo did not lofe fight of the 
projecét which he had formed in behalf of his 
brother-in-law. tHe had introduced him as a 
Roman cavalier, poffeffing a large fortune; and 
the better to fupport this importance, he had 
clothed him in the moft fumptvous and extra- 
vagant apparel. . In the mean time, he himfelf 
paffed for an officer of rank; and always af- 
fected to appear dreffed in the Pruffian uni- 
form, which Agliata had qualified him to wear, 

All this deception was intended to bring 
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about a match between the Roman cavaher 
and one of the daughters of his female friend, 
who was about eighteen years of age. He him- 
felf accordingly demanded the young lady in 
form from her mother, who was quite enchant- 
ed with the honour of an alliance with him. 
The marriage however did not take place, ow- 
ing to the obftinate refiftance of Lorenza and 
her brother. It would be here unneceflary to 
mention the brutality and cruel treatment 
which both of them affirm to have experienced 
from Balfamo on account of this refufal; the 
truth of their declaration is fufficiently gua- 
rantied by the tranfports of rage natural to a 
man of his charaéter, on feeing himfelf deprived 
of fuch a fine opportunity of acquiring wealth. 
The time for accomplifhing the wifhes of the 
old beau was now nearly elapfed, and it became 
neceffary to come to fome refolution how to act 
upon. the occafion. This was not difficult: 
Balfamo perfuaded him that he had juft re+ 
ceived intelligence that his father-in-law was 
fuddenly feized with a dangerous malady at 
Rome, and that it was abfolutely neceflary that 
he fhould immediately repair to that capital. 
This excufe alfo ferved for the enamoured lady ; 
and that he might proceed with greater dili- 
gence 
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gence on his journey, and return’ with more 
celerity, they prefented him with an excellent 
travelling carriage, and a large fum of money. 

Having converted the carriage into dollars 
at Barcelona, Balfamo, with his wife and her 
brother, pafled through Valencia, ane arrived 
at Alicant. M. Sachi, a furgeon, publithed a 
letter at Strafbourg, in 1782, in which he afferts 
that he entertained and attended on Caglioftio, 
his wife, and brother-in-law, during their refi- 
dence in Walencim,. where he firft affumed the 
name of Don Thifcio, wore the uniform of a 
lieutenant, and pretended to be a native of Na- 
ples. He adds that, being driven ria ie city, 
they departed for Alicant, where Don Thifcio 
experienced the moit humiliating reception. 

In confequence of this, Balfamo proceeded 
to Cadiz,-where he found another fanatic in the 
myiteries of chemiftry. Having introduced 
himfelf with his ufual effrontery to this new 
dupe, he tricked him out of a bill of exchange 
for one thoufand crowns, under the ordinary 
‘pretext of procuring the ingredients neceffary 
for the compofition of the philofopher’s ftone, 

efides this, he received a prefent of a curious 
gold repeater; and was adroit enough to make 
himfelf mafter of another, which the unfufpi- 

cious 


- 




















At THE LYFE OF 


cious merchant took out of his cafket on pur- 
pofe to fhew him. 

In the courfe of his interrogatories, he could 
not deny part of thefe fatts ; but he afirmed 


hat he ha abet ved the watch, fome money, 
th 


and t ofpitable entertainment during all 
the time site vented at Cadiz, as a reward 
proceeding from the voluntary cenerofity of the 
donor, on account of the valuable chemical fe- 
crets which he had communicated to him. 
Before his departure from that city he quar- 
relled with his brother-in-law, under pretence 


that he had ftolen fome of his property ;- and 


Pe ey oe hey eee ee eee jatat 6 ke 
dreading left his hoft fhould perceive his im- 


pofture, he and his wife foon after departed for 
London. It was during his fecond refidence 
in the capital of England, that he got ac- 
quainted with a Mr. Sc t and a’ Mrs. 
Fr y, both of them addicted to gambling in 
the Liat He informed them that he poffeffed 
the fcience of divination ; that he could prediét 








doit certainty the numbers that would be deli- 

vered daily from the wheel; and that he pof- 
feffed even the art of making gold *, 

By 

* Caglioftro, while in England, affirmed that he poffeff- 


ed an Egyptian MS, containing many curious cabalittical 
operations, 
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By thefe means he was enabled to procure 
large fums of money from thefe credulous peo- 
ple; but as neither. of them was enabled to 
realize the promifes of Balfamo, they at leneth 
perceived the impofture which had been prac- 
tifed againft them, and made application toa 
court of juftice for redrefs. In confequence of 
this law-fuit he was frequently imprifoned*, 


and 


operations, by the aid of which he was able to ealculate 
chances, and afcertain the numbers that would turn up in 
the courfe of each day’s drawing. It is pofitively afferted 
that he was lucky enough to announce the numbers 55 and 
57, during his refidence in Whitcomb-ftreet, in 1776, to the 
perfons indicated above, by which they procured a very 
large fum of money. It has alfo been faid, that certain 
people, not content with the w/ufrud of his abilities, applied 
to a perfon in the commiffion of the peace for Weftinintter, 
who actually granted a warrant. again{ft Caglioftro, on the 
charge of witchcraft, and thus got poflefiion of the curious 
MS. which however they were incapable of ufing. T. 

* Tt is well known that Caglioftro was confined for fome 
time in the King’s Bench. After regaining his liberty he 
found himfelf arrefted fo often, that he at length actually 
hired apartments in the houfe of Saunders, a fheriff’s officer, 
in Warwick-court, Gray’s inn. During this period he was 
fo haraffed by the tricks of certain pettifoggers, who ima- 
gined he poffeffed immenie wealth, that fome refpectable 
people interfered in his behalf, and moved the Court of 
King’s Bench againft this conipiracy of the low retainers of 
the law. 

; Among 
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and was not liberated till after a very tedious 
and expenfive procefs. 

It was in that metropolis, and about this 
very time, that he began to conceive that pro- 
jet which he afterwards carried into execution, 
and which foon after made fuch a noife all over 
Europe. Having for fome time affociated with 
the free mafons, and been admitted into all 
their lodges, he formed the defign of inftitut- 
ing a new fect, of which we -fhall hereafter give 
a more ample detail: at prefent we fhall con- 
fine ourfelves to thofe circumftances which are 
neceffary to the knowledge of his hiftory. 

Balfamo foon perceived that he could noe 
difcover a better fource of impofture than that 
of a new fyftem of mafonry; and that it might 
have a more fure and more extenfive effect, he 
was determined: to give it all the charms of 


.Hovelty. He accordingly prefcribed rules, 


Among other “law-fuits, he had a very remarkable one 
with a Mr. Scott and a Mifs Fry, that was referred to the 
arbitration of the late Mr. Howarth; in confequence of 
which that gentleman ordered a diamond necklace, bought 
at a pawnbroker’s in Princes-ftreet, and faid to have been 
prefented to Madame Caglioftro on purpofe to propitiate the 
cin 8) of her hufband, to be returned to the donor. 


Phe Count was on this occafion condemned to pay the cofis 
of fuit, Ty 
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formed regulations, and invented the neceflary 
ceremonies. It is difficult to determine.to what 
alength the blindnefs and folly of mankind 
may be carried; it is fufficient here merely to 
mention, that he confeffed, during his interro- 
gatories, that he procured a prodigious number 
of difciples, all of whom acknowledged him 
as their chief and their mafter. This is the 
origin of that celebrity which has made his 
name fo well known in every quarter of. the 
globe, and which has occafioned fo much con- 
jecture for a number of years. 

A lucky combination of circumftances tended 
not a little to the accomplifhment of his grand 
object ; his converfation, his manner of living, 
and his appearance, all contributed to the pro- 
pagation of his tenets. 

About this time he adopted the name of Cag- 
hioftro, and affumed the title of Count ; he was 
alfo extremely {fcrupulous to conceal his origin, 
his fituation, and his age. To fome he affirmed 
that he was born before the deluge, and to 
others that he had affifted at the marriage at 
Cana in Galilee. Sometimes he gave out that 
he was born at Malta; and fometimes that he 
was the fon of the grand mafter, by a princefs 
of Trebifonde.. He fpoke of his travels, his 
Studies, his learning, in a manner at once em- 


phatic 




































46 THE LIFE OF 


phatic and fublime*. His converfation was 
ufually replete with his travels in Arabia, 
Egypt, and other diftant parts of the globe. 
He would alfo frequently mention his difcove- 
ries in regard to the pyramids, and the various 
fecrets of nature of which he had obtained a 
knowledge. _ 


He would fometimes preferve a myfterious: 


) 


ilence; and when his name or his condition was 


ee 


demanded, he would: anfwer, “Iam what I 
am ;” and after repeated requefts and fupplica- 
tions he would at length condefcend to fhew 
his cypher, which was reprefented by the de- 
vice of a ferpent pierced by an arrow, and holding 

| Ol d fe i Pp YY a 7 Oy GHA WOLGiTg 
an apple in its mouth, 

We muft not here forget his pretended ac- 
quifitions in the fciences of chemiftry and me- 


i 
dicine, of which he boafted fo much, and which 
* The Tranflator has learned from a perfon of diftine- 
tion, who was well acquainted with Cagliofiro, that. his 
conyerfation was only calculated to captivate the. vulgar. 
He generally {poke in an evafive and ambiguous ftyle, and 
affected to make all his re/pon/es with an oracular ob{curity. 
His great art confifted in uttering certain vague and incom- 
prebenfible fentences, fo that the imagination of his pupils 
might interpret in their own manner whatever they could 
not underftand. » Reafon is clear and perfpicuous, but it has 
no effeét except on the minds of an enlightened few ;. the 
jargon of impofture is always unintelligible, and on this very 
account it exercifes its empire over the multitude. ‘T. 
con- 
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contributed not a little to the importance which 
he affixed ro his nameand his perfon, The world 
{warms with fanatics who believe every thing in 
regard to the firft of thefe arts*: the defire of 
becoming fuddenly rich by acquiring the fecre 
of making gold, and of prolonging life by means 
of the philofopher’s ftone +-, flattered the avarice 
and the felf-love of a predigious nun 


a 
& 
re 
Phy 


perfons. In regard to medicine, rae was 
exceedingly favourable to him, and me actua 
fucceeded in the cure of fome “dike afes. But in 
truth his knowledge did not seni sis which 
is acquired by every quack and nofirum-monge 

In fine, no perfon became rich by his means, 
and yet he himfelf acquired eee eal 


by his numerous impofitions. A liquor to 


par 1} ne | £ iy es 25; 4: 
ick he pe ae ee ot Lgypiian 


3, AR Powwd Ii sien _ clioftro, were fome 
of the fecrets of which he boai 
pomade for the ee <ion was the py on 
which he piqued h : f 
that ic was the Hon means of acq Sn the cre- 


* In Germany and Italy in particular. 
+ The holy fathers here difcover their ignorance of al- 
chemy, as it isthe waiverfal panacea which is to enfure the 
continuance of exiftence by warding off the progrefs of dil- 


eale, T. 
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dit and the efteem of that half of the human 
race which is defirous always to appear young 
in the eyes of the other. 

The train of fervants with which he was now 
furrounded *, correfponded with. his affeéted 
confequence. When he travelled, he was al- 
ways accompanied by a numerous /uite of cou- 
riers, lacqueys, valets-de-chambre-; in fine, by 
domeftics of all kinds, who being well mounted 
and clothed, gave an air of credibility to the 
high birth of which he fo much boafted. The 
liveries, which were made in Paris, coft twen- 
ty louis d’ors each, His apartments were fur- 
nifhed in the moft elegant and ‘coftly ftyle; 
a table magnificent in regard to its decorations 
was of eafy accefs to his numerous guefts; and 
the elegant and expenfive clothes worn by him- 
felf and his lady, correfponded to the lugury 
that appeared every where around them. 

His oftentatious generofity made a great 
noilfe; he often attended the poor gratis, and 
even prefented them with money. Several of 
his difciples in mafonry, who carried their at- 
tachment toa pitch little fhort of adoration, 
frequently offered him magnificent prefents, 


* This muft allude to the time when the Count tefided 
in Sloane-ftreet, Knigtitforidge. T 
f) {= 


but 
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but he himfelf conftantly refufed them: how- 
ever he fo contrived it, that he would fometimes 
appear before his friends plunged in-the moft 
profound melancholy ; and on their demanding 
the reafon, the Countefs would call them afide, 
and impart to them in confidence the embar- 
raffments of her lord, either on account of the 
delay of his remittances, a theft that had been 
juft committed upon his property, or fome 
other accident of the like nature. She always 
took care to conclude by obferving, that the 
pride and delicacy of the Count, joined to 
the defire which he entertained of doing all 
poffible good to the human race, without the 
profpec& of -any return whatever, made him 
conftantly refufe the affiftance of his friends. 
The pupils of Caglioftro. becoming enrap- 
tured at the difintereftednefs of. their matter, 
were. fure to open their purfes upon thefe 
occafions,;; .conjuring the lady at the fame 
time to convey their prefents in fuch a manner 
as fhould preclude the Count from dlufbing at 
the tribute which they paid to his extraordinary 
talents. By means of thefe and other fimilar 
deceptions, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter, 
he was enabled to procure whatever money he 
ftood in'need of. 

It was thus by means of mafonry, feconded 
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by fome other lucky incidents, that this adver 
turer was enabled to procure a celebrity, of 
which a parallel has not occurred in the hiftory 
of impoftors. Who could imagine that a man of 
this defcription fhould have been received with 
refpect in fome of the moft enlightened cities in 
Europe? That he fhould have been regarded 
as a {lar propitious to the human race, as a new 
prophet, and as a type and reprefentation of the 
Divinity? That he fhould have approached 
thrones? That haughty erandees fhould have 
become his humble fuitors, and nobles paid 
him the moft profound veneration ? 

Thefe facts however cannot be denied. Such 
was the popular delufion, that in France, and 
indeed in moft countries, his portrait and that 
of his wife were to be feen every where, on 
fans, on rings, on fnuff-boxes, and on medal- 
lions. His buft was cut in marble, ‘eaft in 
bronze, and placed in the palaces of the nebi- 
lity. Even this was not fufficient; for under 
thefe appeared an infcription in letters of gold, 
denoting them to reprefent the DIVINE CAG- 
LIOSTRO. 

Having inftiruted a new fect of free mafons 
in London, as we have already mentioned, he 
departed for the Hague. ‘There having, as 
ufual, propagated the rumour of his ecaba- 


3 hiftical 
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liftical difcoveries, he took advantage of the 
avarice of a Dutchman, who was anxious to 
increafe his fortune by means of the other’s 
fkill in prognoftication. Under this pretence 
he cozened him out of a fum of from four to 
five hundred crowns. The Dutchman, being in 
poffeffion of the pretended fecret, immediately 
haftens to Bruffels, where the lottery was about 
to begin drawing ; and Caglioftro, profiting by 
his abfence, takes an opportunity to leave the 
Hague. He then paffed into Italy; and arriv- 
ing at Venice, affumed the title of the Marquis 
de Pellegrini, The difcovery of fome chemi- 
cal fecrets gained him the confidence of a 
merchant of that city, from whom he found 
means to procure a thoufand fequins; affuring 
him, with the moft bare-faced impudence, that 
he would teach him. the art of making gold, 
of changing hemp into filk, and of fixing mer- 
cury./ After this fraud, which could not fail of 
being fpeedily difcovered, he faw the neceffity 
of quitting Venice, and even Italy. 

Having returned into Germany, after refid- 
ing for fome time in feveral different cities on 
the Continent, he refolved to take up his abode 
in Courland. At Mittau he attracted the at- 
tention of feveral people of high rank, who 
were led by his reputation, which now began 
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to be confpicuous, to regard him as an extraor= 
dinary perfon. ‘1 did not fail,” faid he, im 
the courfe of his interrogatories; ‘* to. fuftain 
the character .of.. t 


he great perfonage which 


& 
they enabled me to affume ; and-I was careful on 
this occafion to conduct eae after the man- 


He now 


+3 


ner. of a man. brought up in a court 
eceived vifits from the grandees; and paid. them 


feng 


in return. A. nobleman having..become.en- 
amoured of Madam, Caghioltro, fhe at firft ap- 
peared to, be cruel ;. but although the hufband, 
ever fince the time that he. began,to acquire 
celebrity by his fublime difcoveries..in «mas 
fonry,. had fet..an extraordinary value on the 
Countefs, and endeavoured to .»make. her. ap- 


E> 


pear a_refpectable .woman, yethe.could not 


refrain from being,.temptedsupon the prefens 
occafion by. the riches of the lover. He-ac- 
cordingly perfuaded his wife to. be.favourable 
to his paflion. 

In the mean time Cagliofiro, by means, of-his 
mafonry, began to gain an afcendency over the 
minds of a great number of the nobility, and 
fucceeded in infpiring the inhabitants of Cour- 
Jand with an averfion to their fovereign. . Their 
attachment to his perfon was carried to fuch an 
excels, that he began to form a party in the 

lh 


duchy, and had actually the ambition of afpir- 
ing 





COUNT. GAGLEOST RO. 53 


ang to'the throne *, from whence they offered 
fo° drive the prefent’ pofleffor. He pretends 
tnat he had virtue enough to refift the tempta- 
tion, and that he refufed the proffered’ boon 
from the -refpeét due to fovereigns, » His 
wife has affured us, that his refufal was pro- 
duced by the refle€tion that his impoftures 
would be foon difcovered. However that may 
have been, this much is certain—that he. did 
not let this opportunity efcape of collecting a 
prodigious number of prefents, in gold, filver, 
and money. Being in poffeffion of thefe riches, he 

left Mittau, and repaired to St. Peterfburgh. 
After a fhort. refidence in that city4-, during 
which 


* Does it not appear probable, that Cagliofro has here, 
as well as in many other places, found means to impofe even 
wpon the'holy fathers themfelves ? Is it to be fuppofed that he 
would have afpired to a fovereianty, of which Marfhal Saxe, 
although feconded*by one of the greateft princefies in Eu- 
rope, could not procure the pofieffion ? or that the nobles of 
Courland would have encircled the brow of- an adventurer 
with the ducal crown? T, 3 

j- It has been afferted with fome degree of probability that. 
Caglioftro found but little encouragement for the difplay 
of his genius in the frozen regions of the north. While on 
the frontiers, he announced himielf as a colonel in the fer- 
yice of Spain; but the minifter of that court protefted 
againft his commiffion, and obliged him to abdicate‘his mi- 
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54 
which he praétifed chemiftry and medicine, he 
departed for Warfaw ; and, on his arrival there, 
made ufe of all his artifice to deceive a prince 
to whom he found means to be introduced, 
Seduced by the tricks difplayed by Caglioftro 
relative to his mafonry, which appeared to have 
an intimate connection with magic, he ap- 
peared exceedingly defirous to acquire a know- 
ledge of this fcience; and was anxious above all 
things to obtain a devil from this pretended 
magician, whom he might have always at his 
command. : 

Caglioftro puffed him up a long time with 
the expectation of fulfilling this ridiculous pro- 
mife, and actually procured prefents from him 
to the amount of feveral thoufand crowns. 
The prince at length perceiving that there was 
no hope’ of retaining one of the infernal /pirits 
in his fervice, wifhed to make himfelf matter of 
the earthly affections of the Countefs; but in 
this too he was difappointed, as the lady pofi- 
tively refufed to comply with his defires. Find- 


litary rank. He was then under the neceflity of paffing for a 
f{tranger who had acquired uncommon fkill in the {ciences of 
chemiftry and medicine. M. Rogerfon, firft phyfician to 
the Emprefs, at length unmafked the impoftor ; for the pre- 
tended pupil of the fchool of Hermes could not withfiand 
the arguments of the learned ftudent of Edinburgh, T. 


ing 
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ing himfelf thus balked in both his attempts, he 
abandoned every other fentiment except that 
of revenge; and intimidated our adventurer and 
his wife in fuch a manner by his menaces, that 
they were obliged to reftore his prefents, and 
abandon Warfaw. 

They then took the road to Franckfort, and 
after a fhort ftay there proceeded to Straf- 
burg. The fabulous palladium was never re- 
ceived with more reverence than they experi- 
enced inthat city. The reputation of our hero 
had preceded him; and he was loaded with 
carefles, overwhelmed with applaufe, and re- 
ceived with evcry dementtration of joy. During 
his refidence there he contracted a friendfhip 
with a perfon of diftinction, and was vifited by 
him with the utmoft ceremony. In a fhort time 
he acquired ‘fuch.a defpotic empire over the 
mind of this illuftrious perfonage, that he be- 
came his tyrant *: thus all his defigns were 
eafily accomplithed. 

Caglioftro 


* The Italian editor has been careful to conceal the name of 
this perfon, merely becaufe he is a dignitary of the church of 
Rome., We however have no feruple to declare that it was 
an archbifhop and a cardinal, a fecular and an ecciefiaftical 
prince; in fine, Louis de Rohan, who at that time had the 
fee of Strafburg committed to his pious fuperintendance. 
Since that period, he has experienced the honour of being 
smprifoned on sufpicion of being concerned in the robbery of 
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Caglioftro ufed to fay to his wife, * I wifh to 
get poffeflion of his head ; you mutt take care 
of the remainder of his body.” The vidtim 
readily fell into the double fnare which was 
thus laid for him ; and it may be fairly faid that 
he was placed between two fires, in fuch a man- 
ner that efcape was become impoffible. He 
accordingly lavifhed immenfe fums upon this 
virtuous pair; fome rich prefents ftill remain, ag 
teftimonies of the generofity and magnificence 
of the donor. 7 

To complete his folly, on the reprefentation 
of Caglioftro he agreed to ere& a fmall edifice, 
in which he was to experience a phyfical rege- 
neration, and to become young again, by his 
wonderful operations. This was the funda- 
mental impofture of his Egyptian mafonry; 
and the fum of twenty thoufand franes was ac- 
tually paid him, on purpofe to accomplifh the 
undertaking, 


Among other dupes, there was a certain lady 


the famous diamond necklace, of being driven with ignominy 


from his archbifhopric, and of having affembled an army of 


marauders on the frontiers of France, with whom he has 


more than once threatened .to undertake a predatory expe- 
dition againft a country, that by its late glorious revolution 
has humbled the defpotifm of the nobles, and taught man to 
refpect the dignity of man. T, 
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who made ajourney to Strafburg, exprefsly for 
the purpofe of adoring this new idol in perfon, 
On this occafion, as:on all others, where there 
was an opportunity of converfing with the di- 
vine man, fhe experienced the wonderful effects 
of his virtues, and foon after actually exhibited 
the fruits of them. 

At length, however, he left Strafburg,. laden 
with'an immenfe booty. Ina memorial which 
he afterwards prefented to the parliament of © 
Paris, he pretends to have fet off with great 
precipitation for Naples, on receiving intelli- 
gence that one of his friends was on his death- 
bed, and that he actually received his laft breath. 
In. his anfwer to the interrogatories before the 
Inquifition, he however afferted that he was 
obliged to leave Strafburg on account of the 
perfecutions which he experienced from the 
phyficians of thar city. 

This much is certain—that from Strafburg 
he paffed into Italy, and vifited Naples. His 
ftay in that city was not long, as he remained 
there no more than three months. 

He wifhed to infinuate, during his examina-~ 
tion, that he would not have departed fo {peed- 
ily, had it not been on account of the warm fo- 
Jicitations which he received from the Count 
de Vergennes, who preffed him to return to 

France, 
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France. It would be doing an injury to the 
memory of that illuftrious minifter to give the 
leaft credit to this affertion ; befides, it does not | 
tally with what he himfelf acknowledged to the 
parliament of Paris*, He at that time afferted 
that he was induced to leave Naples from 


* The Tranflator will not vouch for the authenticity of 
Caglioftro’s affertion concerning his correfpondence with the 
Count de Vergennes while at Naples. This much, however, 
is certain—that the original of the following letter, fuppofed 
to be written while C. refided at Strafburg, was publifhed 


during the life of the minifter, and never publicly contra- 
dicted. T. 


Tranflation of a letter from M. the Count de F ergennes, fecree 
rary of flate for foreign affairs, to M. Gerrard of Straf- 
burg. 

V erfailles, 13th March, 1783. 
“*'THE Count de Caglioftro is not perfonally known to me, 

Sir ; but common report fpeaks fo loudly in his favour, ever 

fince he fettled in your city, that humanity requires that 

he fhould be treated with regard, and at leaft experience 
tranquillity. The circumftance of his being a ftranger, added 
to the good which he is faid to have done, is a double title 
to your protection, and that of the magiftrates over whom 
you prefide, M. Caglioftro only entreats peace and fecurity ; 
and thefe being infured by the laws of shofpitality, I am 
fufficiently acquainted with your natural difpofition to know 
chat you will maintain him in the enjoyment of both, and of 
all other advantages which he may perfonally deferve. 

“ J have the honeur.to be, &c. . 

(Signed) De VERGENNES.” 


the 
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the jealoufy which he had raifed in the breafts of 
the medical men of that city, on account of the 
extraordinary cures which he had performed ; 
and that he had repaired from thence to Bour- 
deaux, with a defign of returning into England. 
His wife however has cortradicted both of 
thefe affertions; and declared that the real mo- 
tive of his departure was, becaufe he found that 
country unfavourable to his fyftem of mafonry. 

Having thus taken the road towards France, 
he at length arrived at Bourdeaux, where he ex- 
ercifed his two profeffions of medicine and ma- 
fonry ; without, however, renouncing his old 
habits of roguery and deception. It was about 
this period that he played off one of thofe tricks 
for which he was fo famous ; the particulars of 
which are yet recounted with the utmoft refpe& 
by his deluded followers. 

Having fallen into a dangerous bilious com- 
plaint, on account of the chagrin which he 
had experienced at being forbid to enter the 
houfe of a married lady whom he loved to 
diftraction, he beheld his bed conftantly fur- 
rounded by his pupils in Egyptian mafonry. 
One day, pretending to awake from a profound 
lethargy, he informed them that he had had a 
celeftial vifion. We fhall here mention the cir- 
cumftances which he then communicated, and 


which 
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which’ he “afterwards confeffed in the courfe of 
his procefs, 

He informed them that he thought he was 
feized by the neck by two perfons, who drag- 
ged him by force into a fubterraneous building, 
A door then opened of its own accord ; and he 
was inflantly conveyed into a moft charming 
apartment, which he compared to a royal faloon 
magnificently illuminated, in which a erand 
feftival was celebrating. All the affiftants were 
clothed in white robes, which defcended to 
their feet; and he recollected among them many 
of his difciples in mafonry who were no more, 

Fle immediately thought that, being deli- 
vered from the evils of this, world, he was at 
length arrived jn Paradife. A long robe is 
Bisericcs to him, and a fword like to. that 
which is ufually placed in the hand of the ex- 
cai etn angel. He advances; and, dazzled 


by the radiance around him, he proftrates him- 


cif, and offers up his thanks to the Supreme 


Being for having conferred fuch happinefs upon 
him. But at this inftant he hears, an unknown 
voice exclaim—‘* Behold what thy recompence 
fhall be; but, to acquire this, it js neceffary that 
thou fhouldft ftilllabour.”—And thus his vifion 
ended; which, if weare to believe himfelf, feryed 
to ftrengthen him in his refolution of propagat- 
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ing his tenets with redoubled ardour: however, 
if we are to give credit to his wife, this was no- 
thine more % 1an a. fabulous narration, which he 
Invented n merely forthe purpofe.of confirming his 
pupils in their obedience,-and of making them 
itill more attached, to: the mytheries of his fyf- 
teres 
Whatever, might have been. the motives, the 
effects were peculiarly advantag cous; as a Wi- 
dow lady of birth .was, fo far Ganecd by this, 
and fome other impofitions, that he found 
means of. tricking..her. out.,of. five thoufand 
crowns, 
from Bourdeaux hetravelled to Lyons.. The 
foundation of a.mother lodge in.that latter city; 
occupied his labours during three months. His 
zeal for the propagation,.of..his opinions, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from raifing a contri. 
bution of four or five hundred louis dors, under 
pretence of communicating fome chemical pre- 
parations to his di fciples. Thefe -fecrets, as 
ufual, confifted. in the transformation of metals, 
the compofition of gold, &c. &c. Some experi- 
ments on mercury were however the fole proofs 
which he gave them of his prowierency in the 
{cience of metallurgy ; and his difciples found 
themfelves unable to perform thofe. grand che- 
mical operations which he pretended to teach 
them. 
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them. ‘To prevent their reproaches, he fome- 
times made ufe of one pretence, and fome- 
times of another; but he generally had the 
effrontery to affirm that their failure was 
produced by their fins, their murmurs, and 
their incredulity. Intoxicated as it were with . 
the magic of his Egyptian mafonry, they 
received the reproaches of their grand matter 
with the fame refpect as the refponfes of an 
oracle, and became more and more entangled 
in the labyrinth of abfurdity. 

At length behold him arrived at Paris, where 
he foon became the obje& of general conver- 
fation, regard, and efteem. ‘We mean to fpeak 
here only of the famous intrigue of the diamond 
necklace. Arnidft all that has been faid on this 
fubject by the gazettes, and the hiftories of 
the times, we fhall confine ourfelves to the re- 
cital of a few facts which we are able to repeat 
without the poffibility of being deceived. 

Tt is dificult to decide whether, in this cele- 
brated affair, Madame de la Motte*, or the 

Count 


* To fuch as may not be acquainted with the hiftory of this 
fingular character, it will be necefflary to recite a few parti- 
culars of her life. Her maiden name was Yeanne de Saint 
Remy de Valois : fhe claims her defcent from Henry IV. of | 
whom one of her female anceflors was the miftrefs, She 
was 
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Count Caglioftro, had the greateft fhare of 
glory. Itis certain, however, that-both of them 
acquired uncommon ¢c¢/at, and indeed attempt- 
ed to furpafs each other. We cannot affirm 
that they acted in concert on this memorable 
occafion; we can however with fafety affert, 
that Caglioftro was well acquainted with the de- 
figns of this woman, fo wonderfully formed for 
intrigue, and that he always kept his eye ftea- 
dily fixed upon the famous necklace. He cer- 
tainly perceived, and has indeed confeffed in 
his interrogatories, that he was acquainted with 


was born at Fontette, on the 22d of July 1756 ; and, when 
mairiageable, was united to Comte de la Motte. Having 
found means, on account of her d:rt), to be admitted to fome 
degree of intimacy with the Queen of France, fhe is ac- 
cufed of having projected the plan of procuring the famous 
diamond necklace by means of the agency of the Cardi- 
nal de Rohan. On the difcovery of that myfterious:tranf- 
action fhe was arrefted; and committed, on the 29th of May 
1786, tothe Baftille. She was afterwards removed to the 
Salpetriere, a houfe of correction for loofe women ; from 
which having efcaped in a very extraordinary manner, fhe 
repaired to England, and publithed a Memoir, in which fhe 
pretended to develope the whole of this intrigue. 

Having contracted feveral debts, fhe is reported to have 
broke her leg about three months fince, in attempting to ef- 
cape from a fheriff’s officer ; and is actually faid to be at this 
moment confined in the King’s Bench prifon, on account of 
a trifling debt. T, 
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all the manoeuvres which fhe put in practice to: 
accomplifh her criminal defigns, Let us. not, 
therefore, rob Caglioftro of the glory of having 
employed the utmoft efforts of his genius’ in 
profiting by her abilities. | 

The whole affair was at length difcovered. 
‘fe had foreleen this; and withed to have évad- 
ed. the inevitable confequences attendant. on 
dete&ion : but it was now too late. The officers 
of the police were perfuaded, that without his 
aid this piece of roguery and deception could 
never have been carried on ; and he was ar- 
refted, and imprifoned in the Baftile. He, how- 
ever, did -not lofe courage’: he éven found 
means to corrupt his guards, and to eftablith a 
correfpondence with the other prifoners who 
were confined along with him. It was owing to 
this that they were enabled to be uniform in 
the anfwers which they gave in to the various 
interrogatories to which they were obliged to 
reply. | 

Caglioftro, who has recounted the whole of 
the circumftances to us, has added, of his own 
accord, that he denied every thing to his judges 
with the utmoft intrepidity ; and exhibited fuch 
a famene/s in his replies, that, on Madame dela 
Motte’s being confronted with him, and find- 
ing herfelf unable to quafh his evidence, fhe 
became 
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became fo furious, that the threw a candleftick 
at his head in the prefence of all his judges. 
By this means he was declared innocent. 

Our readers perhaps will not be difpleafed at 
the narrative of his life, which he delivered to 
the judges while imprifoned in the Baftile ; 
we fhall here recapitulate the particulars. He 
pretended that Altotas had aéted as a Mentor 
to him, and that in the firft part of his life there 
were fome particulars which had all the air.and 
appearance of a romance. He confeffed that he 
was unacquainted either with his parents or his 
country ; but he imagined himfelf to be of an 
illuftrious family, and fuppofed that he was born 
at Naples. He afferted that at an age when 
he firft became confcious of his exiftence, he 
found himfelf in the city of Medina, was called 
Acharat, and lived in the houfe of the Mufti 
Salaahym. He was attended by two eunuchs, 
and treated with the utmoft deference and re- 
{pect. Altotas was his governor; in fine, he 
had the whole fuperintendance of his conduct. 
This fage educated him in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion ; and informed him that his 
parents, who were noble, profeffed the fame 
faith. He taught him botany and phyfic; he 
inftraéted him in a great number of the orien- 
tal languages, and told him many fecrets con- 
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cerning the pyramids of Egypt, which are the 
depofitaries of the moft precious knowledge ap- 
pertaining to mankind. 
Elé left Medina at twelve years of age, his 
abfence being bitterly bewailed by the Mufti, 
and his fteps conducted by Altotas. They re+ | 
paired to Mecca with the caravan, and lodged 
with the fherif, ‘The’ meeting of this prince 
and ‘young Acharat, forms an epifode worthy 
ofthe ftage. The tears, the careffes, the ten- 
der emotions of parental affection, revealed 
the grand: myftery of that illuftrious birth of 
which Balfamo had always boafted. He re- 
mained three years beloved and almoft adored 
by the prince ; and then this young Telema- 
chus depatted in company with his Mentor for 
Egypt. Nothing could be more affecting than 
the farewel that took place between him and 
the-therif: Adieu, unfortunate fon of nature! were 
the lat words which this fovereign addreffed 
to him. Acharat made many important difco- 
yeries in Egypt; and thofe who ‘prefided over 
thé imyfteries of religion concealed none of 
their fecrets from his enquiries. In fine, in 
the courfe of three years, he travelled over the 
principal empires of Afia and Africa, From 
Rhodes he failed for Malta, where the rigorous 
obfervance of quarantine being difpenfed with, 
he 








COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 67 


he was received into the palace of the grand 
matter, and confided to the care of a chevalier of 
high rank and family. At thar period Altotas 
having thrown afide his muffulman’s drefs, 
appeared a catholic, a prieft, and a knight of 
Malta; and the young Acharat was at the 
fame time declared Count Caglioftro. He 
now acquired the friendfhip of feveral perfons 
of diftinétion, and had the honour of being in- 
troduced to the moft illuftrious focieties. At 
Jength Altotas died in the arms of his pupil ; 
imparting, in his laft moments, the moft im- 
portant intelligence to him’ concerning: the 
kingdom of Trebifonde, of which he had be- 
fore heard from the black eunuch who had 
watched over his infancy; and alfo from the 
grand mafter, who had fpoken to him many 
times about the fherif of Mecca. In fine, Cag- 
lioftro, after having vifited Sicily and Naples, 
in company with a knight of Malta, took leave 
of his companion in that city, and repaired to 
Rome. 

His defenders, during his imprifonment in 
the Baftille, printed and circulated this marvel- 
Jous hiftory. The celebrated memorial pre- 
fented in his favour to the court before whom 
he was tried, had his portrait finely engraved 
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in the title page*; while a thoufand particulars 
of his fabulous life, reprefented by appofite 
fymbols, furrounded it. "Fhe advocates of Ma- 
dame de la Motte, on the other hand, endea- 
voured to pull off the mafk from this hypo- 
crite; by defcribing him as an ignorant impof- 
tor, a mifcreant,-a forcerer, and, 1n a word, as 
a hero in villainy. They recapitulated his 
crimes, they adduced witneffes to prove his tur- 
pitude; and, by way of peroration, compared 
him to the celebrated impoftor Jofeph Borr, 
who debauched thoufands by his herefies, re- 
ceived almoft divine honours at  Strafburg, 


was tried at Rome before the Inquifition, by 


which he was forced publicly to abjure his er- 
rors, and at length died in prifon in 1695+. 
During 


* The following verfes were chofen as a motto, and 
placed beneath : 
*¢ De l’ami des humains reconnoiffez les traits. 
“* Tous fes jours font marqués par de nouveaux bienfaits, 
«It prolonge la vie, il fecourt l’indigence ; 
“Le plaifir d’étre utile eft feul fa recompente.”” 
Le. 

+ Jofeph Francis Borri,a chemift, an herefiarch, a phyfi- 
cian, and a prophet, was born at Milan, about the beginning 
ofthe 17th century. After receiving a good education in his 
native city, he went to Rome, and finifhed his fludies under the © 
Jefuits, 
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During his» trial before the Apoftélic Chamber, 
Cagliofro could not deny the numerous falfe- 


Jefuits, who admired him ag a prodigy on account of his 
extraordinary.capacity. Like Caglioftro, he applied him- 
felfto chemiftry, and like himi’ is faid to have made-fome 
difcoveries in that fcience... His life too, which was not the 
moft pure, feems to be another feature in which he refembled 
the Count. 

It is very remarkable that each of thefe fingular men was 
particularly favoured: at Strafburg; that both were tried 
by the Inquifition, and both received fentence of mprifon- 
ment for life. 

Borri is faid to have tricked Queen Chriftina of Sweden, 
and the King of Denmark, out of large fums of money, under 
pretence of imparting to them the difcovery of the philofo- 
pher’s ftone. Having fled into Hungary, he was feized by 
-order of the Emperor, and delivered up to the Pope’s nun- 
cio, who fent him to Rome, from whence he never re- 
turned ; having been fhut up, in October 1672, in the caftle 
of St. Angelo, in which fortrefs he died in 1695. 

It is confidently afferted that the Duke d’Eftree, having 
been given over by his phyficians, prevailed upon his Holi- 
nefs to permit Borri to prefcribe to him ; and that he was fo 
fuccefsful in his applications, that he a¢tually reftored that 
nobleman to health, who in return procured his transfer 
from the dungeons of the Inquifition to the fortrefs in which 
he died. 

The pretended difcoveries of this extraordinary character 
are contained in.a book written by him, intitled, «* La Chiave 
det Gabinetto,” a duodecimo volume, printed in 1681; 
which has fince ferved as the foundation of the celebrated 
romance called the Count de Gabalis.—Diction. Hiftorique 
de Abbé l’Advocat. T. 
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hoods which he had uttered in the courfe of his 
examination at the!Baftille, and in the many 
declarations which he had made refpecting his 
birth, his rank, and his travels; and he affured 
us.‘that. vanity was the fole motive that in- 
duced him to’ have recourfe. to thefe impof- 
tures. 

It muft here be obferved, that, in looking 
over his papers, a fimall book was difcovered, 
written entirely with his own hand, containing 
an abridgment of his life founded upon this 
fyftem of impofture, and this he confeffed was 
compofed with an intention of ferving as ma- 
terials for a larger hiftory, which he intended 
to conduct on the.fame plan. Even in the 
courfe of his interrogatories, he did not fail 
of being {till faithful to his chara€ter, and true 
to his attachment to. whatever was marvellous. 
When. preffed for evidence and proofs of his 
affertions, finding it difficult to uphold the 
{tory which he had fabricated in France; he 
endéavoured to impofe upon his judges by 
means of anew impofture; for he aétually pre- 
tended to us to be fprung from Charles Mar- 
tel, the {tock from which the fovereigns of the 
Carlovingian race are defcended. © It 1s tather 
furprifing that he fhould not, mention any thing 
of this while in France, as this invention might 
have 
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have been of more advantage to him in that 
than in any other country.; however, when the 
commiffioners of the Roman pontiff defired 
him to make out his genealogy, and adduce 
proofs of his auguft birth, this’ grofs deception 
became’ inftantly apparent. 

In fine, neither the notoriety of. his impo 
tures, the fhare which he had in the intrigue of 
the diamond necklace, nor the proofs brought 
forward by his adverfaries, prevented one .of 
the principal tribunals of France from declaring 
him innocent. Liberated from. prifon, his de- 
liverance was announced by his difciples with 
marks of the moft extraordinary joy. . Fefti- 
_yals, balls, illuminations, fucceeded this happy 
event : but their triumph wasof fhort duration; 
for on the day after he received an order from 


the Kine, by which he was commanded to leave 


Paris in twenty-four hours, and the kingdom in 


three weeks. In confequence of this difaftrous 
event he retired to the village of Paffy, which is 
about a league diftant from Paris. In that 
place the fanaticif{m of his followers was con- 
{picuoufly difplayed; for he was there vifited 
by feveral perfons of diftinétion, and by a 
prodigious multitude of his partifans, who. tef- 
tified the moft profound veneration for him, 
Among thefe were certain ladies of gallantry, 
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and particularly a native of St. Domingo, who 
being extremely ugly, prefented him with a fum 
of money in return for a compofition that was 
to make her as young and as beautiful as Hebe. 
Having: repatred to London, he refolved to 
keep his word with his difciples, to whom he 
had promifed that he fhould publith a memorial 
againft the minifters and the court of France. 
He accordingly commenced his career by com- 
plaining to the king again& two of his officers, 
one. of whom was the commiflary Chenon, 
and the other the Marquis de Launay*, gover- 
nor of the Baftille, accufing them of having 
embezzled a large fum of money, and feverak 
valuable effects, during his imprifoament +, 
i ea ; The 


* This nobleman, who ought, on account of his cruelty 
andrapacity, to have been fentenced to death by the ordi-. 
nary procefs of a court of juftice, has fince experienced a 
fate which he fo juftly deferved, by means of the irregalar 


[ juftice of the populace, who cut off his head for firing on the 


citizens. TT, 


+ The following is the inventory of the property which 


[ Caglioftro pretends to have left in his bureau on his being 


catried to the Baftille, and which we here lay before our 
re.ders : 


‘‘ r, In the upper part fifteen rouleaus, containing fifty 
double louis d’ors each; the whole being fealed by the 
Counts arms, 


soa, A 
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The numerous memoirs publifhed in the courfe 
of this affair tend to prove the falfehood of 
Caglioftro’s accufation; untruths heaped upon 
untruths fill all his charges. He offered to 
adduce his wife’s oath in proof of his affertions ; 
and with the very fame breath he difavowed her 
fignature, afferting that fhe had never learned to 
write; and alleging, in confirmation of this, 
that the Roman ladies were never inftruéted in 
this part of education, for fear left they, fhould 
thus be induced to engage in an amorous cor- 
re{pondence. . 

This affair was at length carried before the 
council, where the calumny of the accufer was 
fully proved. Impreffed with the defire of 
preventing fimilar accufations, the moft parti- 
cular care was taken; on the firft moment of his 
imprifonment at Rome, to make him draw up 
an exact and faithful inventory of all the ar- 
ticles which he had left in his apartments, or 
had about his perfon at the moment when he 


¢¢ 2, A money bag containing one thoufand two hun- 
dred and thirry-three Roman and Venetian fequins. 

3, Twenty:four Spanifh double doubloons, fealed with 
his feal. 

“‘4. Two port-folios, one of which contained forty~ 
feven bills, belonging to the Caiffe d’Efcompte, of one thou- 


fand livres each.’ TT, 
was 
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was arrefted. This inventory was produced be- 
fore the commiffioners who examined him, and 
was found exaétly to correfpond with the lift 
of his effeéts, which were carefully depofited in 
proper hands. 

In the mean time Cagtioftro’s hatred feemed 
to increafe daily againft the court of France. 
He drew upthe plan of a feditious letter ad- 
dreffed to the French nation, exciting them to 
rebel againft the royal authority, and the fy{- 
tem of government then pracufed. This poli- 
tical tract was fent to one of his pupils at Paris, 
who having decked it out in all the beauties of 
language, and the embellifhments of ftyle, re- 
conveyed it to him in London; where, upon ex- 
amination, it was found to contain fo many ex- 
preffions calculated to feduce the multitude, and 
produce a revolt, that a printer, to whom he 
applied, at firft refufed the ufe of his prefs. 
The Count, however, determined to publifh it ; 
and this very letter, having been afterwards 
tranflated into feveral of the modern languages, 
made a great noife in moft of the kingdoms of 
Europe. His literary correfpondent having 
foon after joined him in London, he exhorted 
him to demonftrate the neceffity of depreffing 
the royal authority in France; and afferted that 
it became him, and the reft of his difciples, to 
avenge 
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avenge the injuries which he had experienced, 
in the fame manner as the Knights Tem- 
plars had revenged the death of their grand 
mafter. 

lt may be here neceffary to obferve, that in 
his Letter to the French Nation, written in Lon- 
don on the 2oth of June 1786, he feems clearly 
to predict the approaching revolution in France; 
for he prophefies that «* the Baftille fhall be 
deftroyed, and become a public walk :”’ he 
announces, that ‘*a prince fhall reign in 
France, who will abolith lettres de cachet, con- 
voke the ftates-general, and re-eftablith the 
true religion.” It is alfo certain, that, previous 
to his detention at Rome, he drew up and 
tranfmitted a-petition to the ftates-general, in 
which he folicits his return to Paris; and affirms, 
among other things, that ** he had by his la- 
bours contributed not a little to the liberties of 
France.” 

It was during his third vifit to England, that 
the memorable difpute occurred between him 
and one of the Englith news-writers*, and 


* Tt was with M. de Morande, then editor of the Coxrier 
de Europe, and now publifher of L’ Argus Patriote, that 
Caglioftro carried on a paper war, which feems at length to 
have occafioned his departure from the metropolis of Eng- 


land. i. 
which 
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which was occafioned by the following circum- 
{tance. 

Among the number of ridiculous medico- 
chemical ftories which he propagated, that con- 
cerning pork was not the leaft extraordinary. 
He once affirmed, in the midft of a moft refpec- 
table company, that the inhabitants of Medina, 
on purpofe to deliver themfelves from the lions, 
tigers, and other wild beafts with which that 
country was infefted, were accuftomed to fat- 
ten hogs by means of arfenic, and then to drive 
them into the forefts, where they were de- 
voured by thefe ferocious animals, who were 
inftantly poifoned by this fpecies of food. The 
politician* immediately publifhed this ftory, 
and made his own .comments-upon it. Cae- 
hoftro was fo enraged at this circumftance, 
that he fent him a new kind of challenge; for 
he gave him an invitation, on the 3d of Sep- 
tember 1786, to partake of a meal*on the 
9th of November following, which was to 
confift of a fucking pig, fattened after the man- 
ner made ufe of at Medina; and he offered to 
bet five thoufand guineas that his antagonift 
fhould not furvive the entertainment. 

This invitation was however declined by his 


* MM. de Morande. 
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wary adverfary, who took fuch effectual means 
to expofe the character of the Count, that he 
was furrounded by a crowd of dupes and cre- 
ditors, and at length obliged to fly from Lon- 
don, left he fhould be once more immured in 
a gaol. 

Caglioftro accordingly left his wife behind 
him; and croffingthe Englifh Channel, travelled 
through France. Having arrived in Switzer- 
land, he took up his abode in the city of Bafil. 
In the mean time I.orenza being harafled and 
tormented by the fugeeftions of her confcience, 
which reproached her with the many fins fhe 
had committed, communicated the irreligious 
life and criminal actions of her hufband to feve- 
ral perfons. The moment that he underttood 
this, he immediately fent for her * ; and oblig- 
ed her to make a declaration before a magil- 
trate at Bienne, by which fhe difavowed her 
former confeffion, and folemnly depofed that 
her hufband had always been an honeft man, 
and avery good catholic. 

After ftaying feveral months at Bienne, he 
vifited Aix in Savoy, on purpofe that his wife 


* Madame Caglioftro is faid to have fet out for Switzer- 
land in company with Mr. nd Mrs. De L——-——._ T. 
might 
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might ufe the baths of that place; and from 
thence he repaired to Turin. 

Scarce had he fet his foot in that city, when 
it was intimated to him, by an order aes the 
king, that he muft depart immediately. He 
then ftopped for fome time at Roveredo: but 
he did not experience a better fate there ; for 
the late Emperor Jofeph IJ.:in a fhort time pro- 
hibited him from exercifing the profeffion of 
phyfic, to which he had now entirely devoted 
himfelf. It being then neceffary that he fhould 
quit this city alfo, he retired. to Trent: and 
foon after a little book was publifhed, intitled, 
*‘ Liber Memorialis de Caleoftro dum effet 
Roboretti;” in which an ample detail was given 
of the cheats, rogueries, and impoftures prac- 
tifed by him during his refidence there. This 
work would merit perufa], were it not that the 
author had imitated the ftyle and expref- 
fions of the infpired writers: a circumftance 
which occafioned this. production to be termed 
by many readers, ‘‘ the Evangelifts of the Count 
de Caglioftro.” It is neceffary for thofe who may 
have read it to know, that this very Caglioftro, 
in the courfe of his anfwers before the [ngul- 
fition, has been forced to acknowledge the 
truth of the affertions contained in this cele- 

2 brated 








COUNT CAGLIOSTRO, 79 


brated publication, and to which he could only 
object the fatirical and biting expreffions with 
which it abounded. 

The Count had hopes of extraordinary fuc- 
cefs at Trent, by means of his mafonry. He 
attempted to make profelytes, but in vain— 
thanks to the watchful care of the Prince 
Bifhop, to whofe court he procured accefs by 
means of his boafted difcoveries in phyfic and 
chemiftry. It.became at length neceffary that 
he fhould look to his interefts, and find out 
another country, where he might be more like- 
ly to augment his revenues, which had no other 
fource except his impoftures. At that period 
he was fo diftreffed for money, that he was 
obliged to pawn a diamond of confiderable 
value. 

But in what country could he find aretreat? 
There was now no perfon but who, either by 
perfonal knowledge, or by the relation of others, 
was acquainted with him, and well knew how 
to appreciate his worth. From Palermo, France, 
Sardinia he had already been banifhed by the 
exprefs orders of the fovereign ; and in other 
kingdoms the memory of his impoftures was 
ftill frefh on the minds of the inhabitants. 

Thofe who had been duped and cheated by 
him (and they were many in number, and fcat- 
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terec over all parts of the world) would have 
inftantly torn him to pieces had they got him 
into their hands. 

Perhaps he defigned to return into Germany ; 
but at that very moment the Prince Bifhop 
of Trent received a letter, in which he was 
given to underftand, that the Emperor was very 
forry that he had admitted fuch a notorious 
character into his ftates: this circumftance, 
which was made known to Caglioftro, was fuf- 
ficient to prevent him from revifiting any of the 
Imperial dominions. What’ country then could 
he tranfport himfelf to? In this dilemma, his 
thoughts were naturally turned towards Rome: 
there he was not afraid of being punifhed for 
his former crimes; as he hoped that, after fo 
many years, they might be forgotten: befides, 
the metamorphofis of Jofeph Balfamo, into 
Count Caghoftro, would contribute not a little 
to the oblivion of his mifdeeds, Notwithftand- 
ing this, he ftill dreaded left he fhould expe- 
rience, in the vigilant folicitude of the virtuous 
and amiable prince * who now governs us, fuf- 
ficient caufe for terror and difmay. 


* Pope Pius VI. whofe name is terrific no where but 
within the narrow and reftrifted territory which the policy 
of the Xuropean princes itill permits himtoenjoy, T. 
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In the midft of this perplexity, his wife, who 
ardently defired to return into the bofom of 
her family and her country, did all in her power 
to influence her hufband to revifit her native 
city. \ She was ftill more incited to this, by the 
defire of abandoning a kind of life, of which 
the light of religion, which was not yet totally 
extinct in her, made her frequently perceive all 
the horrors, and infpired her with the wells 
founded dread of meeting an untimely end, 

During the number of years that fhe had 
been married, fhe had always lived in the moft 
deplorable fituation; being forced either to 
commit guilt, or expofe. herfelf to the mot 
cruel -outrages from her hufband, when the 
fhewed any averfion to a compliance with his 
criminal infinuations, 

Lorenza accordingly boafted of the advan- 
tages which would affuredly accrue to him by his 
return to Rome ; and fhe was particularly anxious 
to inculcate this idea into the minds of fome of 
the principal courtiers of the Prince Bifhop, 
who lived in a clofe intimacy with Caglioftro. 
Their opinions at length determined him, and 
he became anxious to receive recommen- 
dations to fome people of diftin@ion. To 
procure the patronage of the Bifhop, he had 
recourfe to bigotry itfelf; he feigned to repent 
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of his mafonry, went and threw himfelf at the 
feet of a confeffor, and affected to exhibit the 
mott ardent defire to re-enter the bofom of the 
church, and to reconcile himfelf to the court of 
Rome. The good prieft, readily believing all 
that he had uttered, intimates the repentance of 
Caglioftro to the prince, and even engages 
his highnefs to give him thofe recommendations 
which he defired. 

Scarce, however, had he returned from con- 
feflion, but he exclaimed, in prefence of his 
wife, ‘* How finely I have gulled this holy fa- 
ther!” 

She has actually fworn to the truth of this 
circumftance ; and the papers which have been 
found upon him, as well as his uniform courfe 
of life, evidently’ demonftrate that fhe depof- 
ed: to nothing’ more than the truth. He-not 
only preferved in his heart an attachment for 
mafonry; but, during that. very period, he 
ftill continued to write to his difciples upon the 
affairs, and in the ftyle and manner, of a free 
mafon ; nay, he even continued'to practife that 
art; as we fhall fee afterwards. 

Having arrived at Rome, in company with 
his wife, at the end of the month of May, in 
the year 1789, he remained for fome time ina 
furnifhed lodging, in the Strada d’Efpagna, and 

afterwards 
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afterwards took a houfe fituate near the palace 
of Farnéfe. At this period he lived with extra- 
ordinary circum{peétion ; but infidelity and 
impofture had become fo intimately inter- 
woven with his character, that he found it im- 
poffible to refift the temptations which they con- 
tinually held forth. We thall {peak elfewhere 
of the different myfteries of mafonry which he 
practifed at Rome: we fhall only obferve here, 
that he often recapitulated the circumftances at- 
tendant on his pretended origin, his travels, 
his fcientific acquirements ; and that he even 
attempted fome cures, which however were not 
attended with fuccefs. 
Having undertaken to give medical relief to 
a foreign lady affli@ted with fome wounds in her 
legs, he prefented her with a plafter: which 
had nearly produced a gangrene: he prefcribed 
fome chemical preparations to a woman of 
rank, on purpofe to produce fecundity; but 
fhe is ftill barren: a perfon labouring under an 
indigeftion applied to him for relief; but the 
pills which he fent had fo little efficacy, that he 
is afflicted at this very day with the fame dif- 
order. 
So bad was his private life, that he carried 
On a criminal intercourfe with a lady who had 
G2 conceived 
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conceived a reciprocal attachment to him: 
they exchanged rings together, and even 
plighted their trotb, as is cuftomary during the 
nuptial: ceremony. Befides this, he often at- 
tempted to feduce a young woman who waited 
upon his wife; but from her virtue he always 
experienced the mortification of a refufal. 

As thefe intrigues did not fill his purfe, Cag- 
lioftro foon found himfelf in the moft deplor- 
able diftrefs for want of money; and was ac- 
cordingly obliged to pawn his jewels, to raife 
the fums neceffary for his expences. 

He perceived that, in this city, many were 
eager to ftudy his character ; that few were dif- 
pofed to believe his impoftures; and that no 
perfon was defirous of fupplying his wants. 

The recollection of his fins, and more efpe- 
cially thofe which he had committed againft our 
holy religion, like a gnawing worm, preyed upon 
his confcience without ceafing. All thefe cir- 
cumftances ftrongly operated on his mind, and 
at length made him determine to change his 
afylum. 

He thought that the fituation of affairs. in 
France was fuch as to give him hopes of a re- 
treat in that country. He accordingly fent a 
petition to the flates general, requefting per- 

miffion 





COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 85 


miffion to return to that kingdom ; and he ac- 
companied this requeft with a number of docu 
ments, certificates, &c, 

In the mean time he received intimation of 
the profecution intended to be commenced 
againft him; a fhort time after, the fame per- 
fon who aéted the difhonourable part of being 
a {py toa criminal like him, gave him freth 
intimations of his danger. 

Notwithftanding thefe warnings, Caglioftro 
never dreamed of flying; nay, he did not even 
deftroy thofe numerous papers which have 
fince ferved as vouchers of his crimes, and 
have furnifhed the moft ample proofs of his 
complicated guile. 

At length he was arrefted during the evening 
of the 27th of December 1789; and, after an 
exact inventory of his moveables, they were 
fealed up; after which Caglioftro was Saale 
to the caftle of St. Angelo, 
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i * Abridgment of the Hiftory of the Free Mafons, with 
mt a particular Account of Egyptian Majonry. 


7 wT THERTO we have only treated of 
& dL the private life of Caglioftro; burt, hav- 
ing conducted him through iuch a {cene of ini- 
quities to the caftle of St. Angelo, we fhall 
now confider his character as an infidel and a 
free mafon, before we proceed to give an ac- 
count of his trial and condemnation. In this 
part of his hiftory, his magical operations exhi- 
bit an ample field for fpeculation ; but it is firft 
neceflary that we fhould fay fomething of ma- 
fonry in general, and of Egyptian mafonry in 
particular, 

The free mafons confift of an immenfe num. 
ber of individuals, who meet together at ftated 
periods, and in certain . determinate places, 
which they term Lodges. The book of their fta- 
tuics, printed by William Hunter, waspublifhed 

for 





COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 87 


for the firft time at London in 1723: by this it 
appears that in that city and its environs there 
were then twenty focieties, each of which had 
its matter, and fent a deputy every year to a 
general affembly,- held on purpofe to nominate 
a grand malter, to whom they were all fubjeé. 

The directors of this inftitution have always 
been uncommonly anxious to hide the true ori- 
gin of their fect, and to conceal their regula- 
tions beneath a myfterious jargon, fo as to pre- 
vent their object and their intentions from 
being difcovered. In the book already quoted, 
it is afferted that their meetings are intended 
to reftore the glory of archite€ture, and the 
mechanical art of mafonry. On this account 
they. date their hiftory from Adam, whom God, 
the grand architect of the univerfe, created after 
his own'image. Mofes and Solomon were, ac- 
cording tothem, grand matters of the order; 
and the hiftory of their art is carried down in 
this manner from age to age, and from nation 
to nation, particularizing all thofe great princes 
who have loved and patronifed architecture. 

In other works publifhed in defence of this 
fect, their origin is adduced from a remnant 
of the Templars who took refuge in Scotland ; 
and who, being often obliged to mingle among 
the infidels during the crufades, found it con- 
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venient to recognize each other by means of 
certain figns. Some affirm that Thomas Cran- 
mer, an apoftate bifhop, and favourite of Anne 
Bullen, was the founder of this order ; others 
attribute its origin to Oliver Cromwell, whom 
they call the vie deliverer of the gtug : 
and others, to King Arthur * 

Adopting allegorical exprtbeoth which have 
a reference to the mechanic arts, they are dis 
vided into apprentices, journeymen, and maf: 
ters; and they are able to'difcover each other 
by touching the hand, and by pronouncing cer- 
tain words fyllable by fyllable.” Every clafs has 
its own particular figns and tokens, and every 
lodge its own particular diftinguifhing charac- 
teriftics. Their ceremonies abound with many 
ridiculous and even fuperftitious rites ; but 
what is chiefly to be blamed is, the abufe which 
they make of every thing facred. It is neceflary 
to remark three things here: the firft is, the 
obligation which every member contraéts to 
inaintain a profound and an inviolable fecrecy ; 


* The holy father feems to be but little acquainted with 
either the hiftory or myfteries of free mafonry. 

In this paragraph we find a new charge adduced againit 
Cranmer, and a new virtue attributed to Oliver Cromwell ; 
for we learn that the one was a free mafon, and the other 
a-patriot! T. 
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and this he fubjeéts himfelf to by means of an 
oath, adminiftered in a folemn manner: the 
fecond is, the blind obedience which they pro- 
mife to all the orders, whatever they may be, 
which they receive from their grand mafter : 
the third is, the ftrict and intimate union by 
which they are connected together; this is more 
rigidly obferved than even the ties of confan- 
guinity ; and by it they are bound: to fuc- 
cour each other in all ti Sk: places, and cir- 
cumftances. 

The confequences arifing from thefe combi- 
nations may be eafily gueffed. Many perfons who 
have carefully examined and fcrutinized the lives 
of the free mafons, declare that they have found 
them all, and particularly their leaders, to be 
men of bad character, ignorant, and equally 
deftjtute of morality and religion. But, laying 
conjecture afide, we fhall have recourfe to facts 
only, It refults from many fpontaneous decla- 
rations, from the depofitions of witneffes, and 
other papers. preferved in our archives, that 
while, among thofe affembled under pretence 
of occupying t themfelves about the bufinefs of 
the fociety, fome openly profefs the moft dare 
ing contempt for religion, and the moft avowed 
and abominable libertinifm, others attempt to 
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overturn the yoke of fubordination, and deftroy 
the principles of monarchy. 

Pethaps this object is the defign of moft of 
them; but this, which is the grand fecret, is not 
communicated to all the members, nor to all 
the lodges.’ One need not be aftonifhed that, 
although the demoeratic party forms the majo- 
rity, fome few fhould be attached to the facred 
rights of kings. Thefe undoubtedly have not 
been admitted into the fecret ; either becaufe their 
inclinations may have rendered them inimical 
to the object of the inftitution, or becaufe their 
want of abilities may have rendered them in- 
capable of co-operating in the con{piracy. 

it is impoffible to give too much praife to 
the vigilance and the zeal of thofe popes who 
have condemned and profcribed this. fociety. 
Clement XII. of glorious memory, on the 26th 
of April 1738, publifhed his conftitution’ 
which begins with thefe words—* In eminenti.” 
There he’ thunders againft this fect; and 
Jaunchestheterrors of excommunication againft 
the individuals who compofe it, from which they 
cannot be relieved but by his Holinefs himfelf, 
except on their death-bed. Not content with me- 
nacing them with fpiritual punifhment, he fub- 
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jects them alfoto corporal caftigation; andenjoins 
all 
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all ‘the ordinaries, fuperior ecclefiaftics, and 
inquifitors, to watch in a fpecial manner over 
thofe fectarifts, and to punifh them as perfons 
firvongly fufpected of berefy, his fage pontiff per- 
ceived the horrible evils which muft neceffarily 
refult from this monftrous affemblage of perfons 
of all fects and denominations of religion. But 
there were alfo other confiderations which deter- 
mined his conduct. He calculated the confe- 
quences of the oath of fecrecy which they had 
fub{cribed ; and thought, like Cicilius Natalis 
quoted by Minutius Felix, ** that crimes dread 
the day-light, and that virtue is never afraid of 
the public eye.” He reflected that in every 
country, and in every government, the laws 
both canonical and civil have equally prohi- 
bited conventicles, and fecret affociations, on 
account of their pernicious tendency with re-~ 
{pect to the public tranquillity, and the fafety 
of the flate. He weighed and approved the 
reaions of thofe virtuous and prudent perfons 
who. have always confidered the members of 
thofe focieties as bafe and corrupt citizens. In 
fine, he had before his eyes’ the example of 
other monarchs, who had employed their ut- 
molt endeavours in their refpective kingdoms 
to deftroy fuch dangerous aflociations.. 
Clement XII. withing alfo to confer a great 
4 benefit 
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benefit on the whole univerfe, and more efpe- 
cially upon his own fubjeéts, publifhed an 
edict, dated January 14, 1739, in which he for- 
bids, under pain of death, and without any hope of 
pardon, all perfons from affitting or being pre- 
fent at the lodges of the free mafons, which he 
terms. ‘* pernicious -afiociations, fufpected © of 
herefy and fedition*.” He alfo condemned to 
the fame punifhment all thofe who engaged or 
folicited any one to enter into the focieties, or who en- 
gaged or folicited any one to give aid, counfel, or 
affifiance of any kind, to their’ members. Jn 
fine, he impofed it as an obligation on good 
Chriftians to reveal and difcover all fuch: and 
the tranfgreffors of this ediét are menaced with 
corporal punifhment, and pecuniary fines, at 
the difcretion of the judges, 


* Is it poflible that any man can proftitute his pen by 
an eulogium on this cruel edi€&t of Clement XII. ? Can even 
an inquiitor, forgetting the difpreportion of the/uppo/ed crime 
to the punifhment, praife this barbarous law, in the fame 
century in which a Montefquieu and a Beccaria lived ? 
But my wonder ought to.ceafe ; as 1 am now writing in an 
age and country in which a man equally renowned in the 
caufe of philofophy and of liberty has had his property de- 
ftroyed, and his houfe reduced to afhes, on account of his 
religious opinions; while the Goths and Vandals who made 


this new attack upon Science, have been infidioufly praifed, 


apd obliquely applauded! = T, 
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The immortal Benedi@ XIV. was animated 
with the fame zeal. Atthe return of the jubilee 
in the year 1750, he. began to. perceive how 
many evils and diforders had arifen fromm this 
feét, and how much its members were increafed. 
He was fully convinced of thefe truths by the 
free and fincere confeffion of many flrangers 
who had repaired to Rome to procure indul- 
gences, and who. had recourfe to the Pope to 
relieve them from the excommunication which 
_ his predeceffor had launched in his bull. 

Benedi&t XIV. confirmed this bull; and re- 
publifhed and extended it in his) conftitution, 
dated May 10, 1751, which commences. with 
‘thefe words— Providas Romanorum Pontf- 
cum.” 

Many fecular princes have fince followed his 
example. We fhall not here fpeak of the fevere 
prohibitions publifhed at Manheim, in 1737; 
by his highnefs the Elector Palatine; at Vi- 
enna, in 17433 in Spain and Naples, in 1751; 
at Milan, in 17573; at Monaco, in 1784 and 
1785; and at other periods, in Savoy, Genoa, 
Venice, Ragufa, &c. &c. We fhall confne 
ourfelves entirely to countries which do not 
enjoy the bleflings of the catholic religion ; and 
we may inftance even Turkey itfelf. 

We learn from an authentic record depofited 
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in the holy office, that in 1748 the Ottoman 
Porte received intimation that a Frenchman had 
opened a lodge of free mafons in the houfe of an 
Englifh dragoman*, to which many Turks had 
been invited. Orders were inftantly iffued to 
the Caprran Pacua to furprife the perfons af- 
fembled there, to imprifon them, and to fet 
fire to the houfe. The free mafons were in- 
formed of thefe circumftances; and from that 
moment forbore to meet any more, or even to 
{peak on the fubjed. 

Neverthelefs it was intimated to the mafter 
’ of the houfe, that in cafe of a fecond offence his 
habitation would be reduced to afhes; and the 
foreign minifters received a formal notice that 
they muft confine themfelves entirely to the 
catholic religion, and be cautious of introducing 
any new fect, which might miflead the fimpte 
and the unwary. 

The Frenchman efcaped from the vengeance 
of the fublime Porte, by embarking on board 
of a vefiel, and leaving the capital of the muf- 
fulmen. 

What we have already urged may appear 
fufficient to pull off the mafk’ with which this 
fociety wifhes to cover itfelf, and to guard all 


* An interpreter belonging to an ambaflador.  ‘T. 
mea 
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men againft this dangerous and contagious he- 
rely. If any perfon fhould yet remain in un- 
certainty, he has only co hear what Caglioftro 
contefied before the tribunal of the Inquifition, 
and then to determine for himfelf. His tetti- 
mony muft be acknowledged to have great 
weight ; for it cannot be denied but that he had 
an intimate knowledge of every thing that 
concerned this myftery, having lived for a 
number of years in the ftricteft union with the 
free mafons, who regarded him as a being 
pofleffed of a fupernatural knowledge. in that 
{cience. 

According to him, it is divided into feveral 
fects; but there are two which are reckoned the 
principal, and are moft efteemed. The firit, 
which is the moft ftri&, is that’ to which the 
adepts belong. The members of it profefs the 
mott irreligious fentiments, and employ magic 
in their operations; but their principal objeé& is 
the deftruction of the catholic religion, and of 
monarchy. 

The members of the other pretend to be 
occupied about the difcovery of fecrets in the 
hermetic art, and more efpecially the philofo- 
pher’s ftone ; but their abject fubmiffion to the 
grand mafter, and their oath of fecrecy, plainly 
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indicate that they are enemies to public tran- 
quillity. 

Caglioftro avowed that he was affociated in 
London with the fecond of thefe fe@s; that his 
wife alfo was° made a member, and adtually 
received. a diploma, which coft five guineas. 
They prefented the lady with a ribbon of the 
order, on,which the words Union, SILENCE, 
and Virtue were embroidered; and defired 
her to fleep on the following night with this 
ribbon attached to her thigh. 

Before the admiffion of a male candidate, 
undoubted proofs of his courage are required ; 
among a number to which Caglioftro was oblig- 
ed to fubmit, we fhall recount the following : 
Hie was. firit hoifted up to the ceiling of the 
room, by a cord fixed to a pulley; and 
after experiencing a confiderable degree of 
pain, had his hand fcorched by means of a 
candle. His eyes were then covered with a 
bandage; and he received-an empty piftal, with 
orders to charge it. He accordingly obeys, 


“ 


7 
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and introduces the powder and the ball ; but 
when he was. defired to difcharge the contents 
againft his head, he, as may be eafily canjec- 
tured, teftificd the utmoft repugnance. “The 
piftol was then taken from him with {corn ; and, 
after 
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after a variety of folenmnities, again préfented. 
The awfulnefs of the ceremony had now fuch 
an effect on his mind, that, regardlefs of felf- 
prefervation, he feizes the inftrument of death, 
draws the trigger, and experiences a {mart ftroke 
on his f{cull, which he at firft imagined to. pros 
ceed from the ball, but which however did 
not leave the leaft mark behind. Having 
fince affifted at the initiation of many candis 
dates, he difcovered that on thefe occafions 
the piftol was always changed; and that one 
of the affiftants ftood by to fuperintend -the 
operation, and give the mafon elect a blow 
upon the head, fo as to make him imagine 
he had been wounded. 

Having thus efcaped from the terrors of an 
imaginary annihilation, an oath was admi- 
niftered in great form,.of which the following: 
is an exact copy: 

* I, Jofeph Caglioftro, in prefence of the 
** great Archite&t of the Univerfe, and 
*‘ of the prefent company now affembled, 
“‘ hereby promife to obey all orders which I 
‘© fhall receive from the Grand Matter, or 
** others my fuperiors; and I engage, under 
*€ the penalty of fubmitting to fuch punifh.. 
“ment as fhall be infli&ed upon me, feru- 
** puloufly to obey them in all things: and 
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<¢ T alfo promife never to difcover the fecrets 
‘¢ which may be communicated to me, either 
«¢ by words, writing, geftures, or any other 
¢¢ manner whatever.” 

Being now initiated in the myfteries of ma- 
fonty, he took care, during his refidence in 
London, to frequent all the different lodges. 
A little time before his departure from that 
capital, he happened to purchafe fome manu- 
fcripts from a bookfeller, which appeared to 
have belonged to a certain perfon of the name 
of George Cofton, of whom however he had no 
knowledge whatever. On perufing thefe, he 
found that they treated of Egyptian mafonry, 
but that magic and fuperftition were engrafted 
on it. Being captivated with a variety of 
paffages in this work, he refolved to erect a 
new lodge on its bafis; but at the fame time, 
if we are to believe him, he determined to 
avoid every thing that tended to impiety. 
He accordingly founded that very fyftem 
which lias tended fo much to his aftonifhing 
celebrity, and which has been fince propagated 
with fuch uncommon induftry in all parts of 
the world. 

We have already obferved, that his fole in- 
ducement was, the profpeét of the rich con- 
tributions which he expected to receive from 
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his followers. As he had no regard to religion, 
and no fettled belief in matters of faith, thefe 
confiderations were not likely to deter him; 
more efpecially as his ambition was inflamed 
with the idea of making his, by the charms 
of novelty and the attractions of fplendour, 
not only the predominant,” but the mott 
wealthy and refpected eftablifhment of free 
mafons! 

To enable the reader to comprehend how 
he was able, for fo many years and in fo many 
different countries, to propagate his tenets, 
and procure difciples, it may be neceflary to 
enter into fome details concerning Egyptian 
mafonry. We fhall extract our fats and ob. 
fervations from a book compofed by himfelf, 
and now inour poffeffion, by which he avows 
he was always directed in the exercife of his 
functions, and from which thofe regulations 
and inftructions were copied wherewith he 
enriched many mother lodges, In this treatife, 
which is written in French, he promifes to con- 
duct his difciples to perfection by means of phys 
fical and moral regeneration ; to confer perpetual 
youth and beauty on them; and reftore them 
to that ftate of innocence, which they were 
deprived of by means of original fiz. He afferts 
that Egyptian mafonry was firft propagated 

; H2 by 











IO THE. 4tTtE OF 


by Enoch and Elias; but that it has, fince thei 
time, loft much of its purity and /plendour. 
Common mafonry, according to him, has de- 
generated into mere Juffoonery, and women 
have of late. been entirely excluded from its 
myfteries ; but the time was now arrived when 
the Grand Cophite was about to reftore the glory 
of mafonry, and: allow its benefits to be par- 
ticipated by both fexes. 

The ftatutes of the order then follow in ro- 
tation ; the divifion of the members into three 
diftinct claffes; the various figns, by which 
they might difcover each other; the officers 
who are to prefide over and regulate the fo- 
ciety; the {tated times when the members are 
to affemble; the ereGion of a tribunal for 
deciding all differences that may arife between 
the feveral lodges, or the particular members 
of each; and the various ceremonies which 
ought to take place at the admiffion ‘of the 
candidates. In every part of this book the 
pious reader is difeufted with the facrilege, 
the profanation, the fuperftition, and the 
idolatry with which it abounds—the invo- 
cations in the name of God; the preftrations; 
the adorations paid to the grand mafter; the 
fumigations; the incenfe; the exorcifms; the 
emblems of the holy Trinity, of the moon, 
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of the fun, of the compafs, of the fquare; and 
a thoufand other fcandalous particulars, with 
which the world is at prefent well acquainted. 
The Grand Cophte, or chief of the lodge, is 
compared to God the Father ; he is invoked 
upon every occafion; he spite all the ac- 
tions of the mémbers, and all the ceremonies 
of the lodge; -and he is even fuppofed to have 
communications with angels and with the 
Divinity. In the exercife of many of their rites, 
they are defired to repeat the ‘© Veni Creator 
Spiritus,” and the ‘© Te Deum Laudamus;” 
nay, to fuch an exceis of impiety are they en- 
joined, that in reciting the Pfalm “ gna 
Domine,’ David, et omnis manfuetudinis ejus, 
the name of the grand mafter is always to be 
fubftituted inftead of the king of Ifrael. 
People of all religions are ‘admitted into 
the fociety of Egyptian mafonry; the Jew, the 
Calvinift, the Lutheran can be received into it, 
as well as the Catholic, provided they believe 
in the exiftence of a God, and the immortality 
of the foul, and have been previoufly allowed 
to participate in the myfteries of the common 
mafonry.. When men are admitted, they re- 
ceive a pair of garters from the Grand Cophte, 
as is ufual in all lodges, fer their miftreffes ; and 
when women are received into the fociety, they 
Fl’'3 are 
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are prefented by the grand miftrefs with a cock 


ade, which they are defired to give to that. 


man to whom they are moft attached... We 
fhall here recount the ceremony made ufe of 
on admitting a female. The candidate having 
prefented herfelf, the grand miftrefs (Madame 
Caglioftro generally prefided in that capacity) 
breathes upon the face of the candidate from 
the forehead to the chin, and then fays: “ I] 
breathe upon you on purpofe to infpire you 
with the virtues which we poffefs, fo that they 
may take root and flourifh in your heart; I 
thus fortify your foul; I thus confirm you in 
the faith of your brethren and filters, according 
to the engagements which you have contraéted 
with them. We now admit you as a daugh- 
ter of the Egyptian lodge. We order that you 
be acknowledged in that capacity, by all the 
brothers and fifters of the Egyptian lodges, 
and that you enjoy with them the fame pres 
rogatives as with ourfelves.” 

The grand mafter thus addreffes the male 
candidates: °* In virtue of the power which I 
have received from the Grand Cophte, the 
founder of our order, and by the particular 
grace of Gody I hereby confer upon you the 
honour of being admitted into our lodge, in 
the names of Helios,.Mené, Tetraganimaton.” 
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In a book faid to be printed at Paris in 1789, 
it is afferted that thefe laft words were fug- 
gefted to Caglioftro, as facred and cabaliftical 
expreffions, by a pretended conjurer, who faid 
that he was affifted by a fpirit, and that this 
{pirit was no other than the foul of a cabalifti- 
cal Jew, who by means of the magical art had 
murdered his own father, before the coming 
_ of Jefus Chrift. 

Common mafons have been accuftomed to 
regard St. John as their patron, and to cele- 
brate the feftival of that faint. Caglioftro 
alfo adopted him as his protector; and it is not 
a little remarkable, that he was imprifoned at 
~ Rome on the very name day of his patron! 
The reafon for his veneration to this great 
prophet was, if we are to believe himfelf, the 
great fimilarity and connection between the 
Apocalypfe and the rites of his inftitution. 

We muft here obferve, that when any of 
his difciples were admitted into the higheft 
clafs, the following execrable ceremony took 
place. A young boy or girl, in the ftate of 
virgin innocence and purity, was procured, who 
was Called the pupi/, and to whom power was 
given over the feven {pirits that furround the 
throne of the divinity, and prefide over the 
feven planets; their names, according to Cag- 
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\ lioftro’s book, are Anaél, Michael, Raphaél, 
Hie | Gabriel, Uriel, Zobiachel, and Anachiel *. 
ii i i The pupil is then made ufe of as an interme- 
hd diate agent between the {piritual: and: phyfical 
world; and, being clothed in a long white 

Want a | robe, adorned with a red’ribbon, and blue filk 
radi | feftoons, he is fhutup in a little clofet. From that 
i) place he gives refponfes to the grand matter, 
‘i ] and tells whether the fpirits and Mofes have 
it agreed to receive the candidate into the higheft 

clafs of Egyptian mafons. | 

It is not a little remarkable, that, in every 

part of his fyftem of mafonry, Caglioftro has 

exhibited the moft profound veneration and 

refpect for the patriarch Mofes ; and yet thar, 

on his examination, he affirmed before his 
judges, he had always cherifhed the moft— 

inveterate antipathy againft him. He attri- 

buted this hatred to an. opinion which he had 

| early imbibed, that Mofes had committed the 
groffeft injuftice in encouraging the Ifraelites 
to carry away with them the ornaments‘of the 
Egyptians; and, notwithftanding our utmoft 
endeavours to convince him of this damnable 





























* Since Herfchel has difcovered an eighth planet, the 






Egyptian mafons will, no doubt, elect another {pirit to gay 
vern it. T. 
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error, he has always remained obftinate in his 
heterodoxy. His wife affirms, that his hatred to 
this great lawgiver proceeded from his conftant 
refufal to encourage him in his mafonry. He 
loved the Jews however exceedingly, and was 
ufed to affirm that they were the beft nation in, 
the world, 
In his inftruétions to obtain the moral and 
, phyfical regeneration which he had promifed 
to his dilciples, he is exceedingly careful to 
give a minute defcription of the Operations to 
which they are to fubmit. Thofe who are de- 
firous of experiencing the moral regeneration, 
are to retire for forty days from the world, and 
to diftribute their time into certain proportions. 
Six hours are to be employed in reflection, three 
in prayer to the Divinity, nine in the holy opera- 
tions of Egyptian mafonry ; and the remaining 
period is to be dedicated to repofe.’ At the end 
of thirty-three days a vifible communication 
is to take place between the patient and the 
feven primitive {pirits; and on the morning of 
the fortieth day his foul will be infpired with 
divine knowledge, and his body be as: pure as 
that of a new-born innocent. 
To procure a phyfical regeneration, the pa- 
tient is to retire to the country in the month of 
May, and during forty days is to live accord- 
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ing to the moft {tri& and auftere rules, eating 
very little, and then only laxative and fanative 
herbs ;-and making ufe of no other drink than 
diftilled water, or rain that had fallen in the 
courfe of that month, On the 17th day, after 
having let blood, certain white drops are to be 
taken, fix at night, and fix in the morning 5 
increafing them two a day in progrefiion. In 
three days more 2 {mall quantity of biood is again 
to be taken from the arm before fun-rife, and 
the patient is to retire to bed till the operation 
is completed, A grain of the panacea is then 
to be taken: this panacea is the fame out of 
which God created man when he firft made 
him immortal. When this is fwallowed, the 
candidate lofes his f{peech and his reflection 
for three entire days; and he is fubje& to fre- 
quent convulfions, ftruggles, and perfpirattons. 
Having recovered from this ftate, in which 
however he experiences no pain whatever, on 
the thirty-fixth day he takes the third and laft 
grain of the pasacea, which caules him to fall 
into a profound and tranquil fleep: it is then 
that he lofes his hair, his fkin, and his teeth, 
fe again are all reproduced in a few hours 5 
d, having become a new man, on the morn- 
of *the fortieth day he leaves his houfe, 
enjoying a complete rejuvenefcence, by which 
~ he 
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he is enabled to live s5¢7 years; or to fuch 
time as he, of his own accord, may be defirous 
of joining the world of {pirits! 

We have thus, by relating the practices of 
the Egyptian mafonry, exhibited the mot 
ample proofs of its grofs impofture, The 
Jearned ahd ingenious criticifm by which two 
celebrated theologifts have already expofed the 
whole of this fyftem, precludes us from faying 
any thing more on the fubje@. We {hall only 
add, that the whole inculcates the moft detefta- 
ble maxims of impiety, fuperitition, and facri- 
lege ; it attacks religion both in front and in 
rear, and endeavours to fap and overturn the 
moft folid grounds and moft venerable dogmas 
of our holy faith. 


ConA POP ER rit: 
fin Account of the Mamer in which Caglioftro 
contrived to propagate and eftablifh bis Egyp- 
tian Majfonry. 


F TER the preliminary account that we 
have already given, it will not be diffi- 

cult to, comprehend all the circumftances which 
occurred, 
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occurred, and all the events which took place, 
im the apoftlefhip: of Caglioftro, while he was: 
Jabouring with the zeal of a miffionary to vefta- 
plifh his Egyptian mafonry. 

{n regard to this fubje€, fuch was his obftt- 
macy, and fo rooted his impofture, that, even in 
his replies to the various interrogatories and 
queftions propounded ‘to’ him, he continued to 
avow that in-thts ‘inftitution there was forne- 
thing divine and fupernatural! 

We fhall now recapitulate a variety of cir- 
cumftances recounted by himfeif in the courfe 
of his trial;- and we {hall referve to ourfelves 
the liberty of criticifing on his delufive aad 
fallacious narrative, 

Being admitted, as we have already men- 
tioned, into one of the free mafons lodges in 
London, and having afterwards formed a new 
fy {tem on the writings of George Cofton, which 
he dignified with the name of Egyptian Ma- 
fonry, he determined: to propagate his opi- 
nions, and'to make converts to his fyftem in 
every country in Europe, 

He accordingly repaired to the Hague, and 
was invited to affift at one of the Dutch lodges; 
she members of which were exceedingly ftrict 
in the obfervance of their ceremonial. 

He was received by them under what is 
termed 
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termed the arch of ficel; that is to fay, he was 
defired to pafs between two ranks of mafons 
who croffed their fwords in the air while he 
walked under them. He prefided over thefe 
as prand mafter; and alfo exercifed the func- 
tions of the Granp Visitor, whofe power is 
unlimited. 

In this lodge he pronounced an eulogium on 
Egyptian mafonry, which had a vifible effec 
on the minds of moft of his auditors, He was 
foon after requefted to found a lodge for wo- 
men, which he accordingly inftituted with great 
ceremony, and received into it many ladies of 
rank and. fortune as members: his wife filled 
the office of Granp. Misraegss, 

The difcourfe which he delivered on this 
folemn occafion, if we may believe himfelf, 
was uncommonly elegant and fublime; it lafted 
fortwo or three hours, and embraced all the {ci- 
ences, both facred and profane. ‘* This was,” 
faid he, «the effec of that {pecial - favour 
of God which had always been extended to 
me, in regard to the exercife of mafonry: it 
was undoubtedly a recompence for my conftant 
defire to propagate and extend the Catholic 
‘faith; to avow the exiftence of a God; ta 
preach up the immortality of the foul; and to 
deftroy the fuperftitious and, magical ceremo- 

nies 
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nies of common mafonry: Some perfons wéré 
fo charmed with my oration, that they infifted 
on tran{cribing and preferving it, as @ brief but 
eloquent defence of their faith.” 


Pris the Hague he repaired to Venice, 


where he alfo leagued himfelf with the free 
mafons. Having left that city, he determined 
to vifit Proffia; and, in paffing through Nu- 
remberg, happened to ftop at an inn in that 
place. Another ftranger having ftopt alfo to 


refrefh himfelf, Caglioftto, by means of certain 
figns, difcovered him to be a mafon; and ac- 
quired his efteem to fuch a degree by his mar- 
vellous relations, that, on parting, he prefented 
him with a diamond ring. 

During his fhort refidence at Berin, he 
found his arts ineffectual to debauch any of 
the lodges in that capital, as- the vigilance of 
Frederic the Great rendered all his attempts 
abortive. 

At Leipfic, however, he was more fuccefsful, 
as he acquired a high celebrity and renown there 
on account of his pretended difcoveries in the 
hermetic art. The free mafons in particular 
treated him with the moft diftinguifhed honour 
and refpeét; they invited him to a fplendid 
entertainment, at which the plates, the difhes, 
the bottles, and the wine glaffes, were all 
placed 
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placed three and three, in commemoration of 
the holy Trinity. On this, as or all other 
fimilar occafions, he made a fpeech, in which 
he enumerated the excellencies and advantages 
of his Egyptian mafonry ; combated the im= 
piety and profanenefs of that of his entertainers ; 
and prophefied that Scieffort, the grand matter, 
before the expiration of that very month, would 
experience the vengeance of the Divinity. Nots 
withftanding this, they not only paid all the ex 
pences which he had incurred in that city, but 
alfo prefented him with a purfe of gold on his 
departure. 

At Dantzic he received the fame honours, 
and the fame refpect: at Koenigfberg alfo he 
was loaded with favours. But he confeffes 
that, in both thefe cities, he perceived that 
the free mafons were inimical to the ruling 
powers, and plotted their deftruction, 

Having proceeded to Mittau, among other 
circumftances which contributed to exalt his 
reputation, and conciliate the affection of peo- 
ple of ‘diftinction, was the completion of his 
prophecy refpecting Scieffort, who killed him- 
felf by means of a piftol, before the expiration 
of the month, as had been predicted by Cag- 
jioftro. 

The mafons of that city, who are exceedingly 

numerous, 
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numerous, and all of them men of rank and 
diftinction, invited him to their lodses, where 
he prefided as grand mafter. He perceived 
here, as elfewhere, that their ceremonies were 
disfigured and difgraced by magic, fupertti- 
tion ; the principles of Swedenburg, a Swedi(h 
preacher; and thofe of M. Falc, a Jew rabbi, 
who are regarded as chiefs by the #lymi- 
nated. "le wifhed to undeceive them, and to 
initiate them in the rites of his Egyptian ma- 
fonry : for this purpofe he founded a lodge for 
men and women among them, according to the 
ceremonial laid down in his book. As grand 
matter, he directed all the rules and regulations 
of the fociety ; and (as he fays) fpoke with his 
ufual energy and eloquence, being fupported 
and affifted by the infpiration of God: but, as 
he found it exceedingly difficult upon this 
occafion to. convince his audience of the truth 
of his affertions, he determined to give them 
the molt fatisfactory proofs of the verity of the 
maxims which he inculcated ; that is to fay, of 
the exiftence of a Deity, andthe immortality of 
the foul. 

«‘T accordingly,” fays Caglioftro, “ defired 
that a little child, the fon of a perfon of dif- 
tinction, might be introduced to the lodge. 
i placed him on his knees before a table, on 
i which 
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which a cryftal vafe of pure water was placed, 
and behind the vafe feveral wax tapers were 
burning. I then put my hand upon his head, 
and befought the Divinity to affiftt us by 
means of his omnipotent power. This cere- 
mony being finifhed, the child was defired to 
look into the vafe; on which he obeyed, and 
inftantly exclaimed that he beheld a fine gar- 
den. On this I took courage, and defired 
that he might pray to God to enable him to 
fee the angel Michael, The child then faid 
that he faw fomething white, but could not 
diftinguifh what it was. In a few moments 
after he began to clap his hands, and ftrike his 
feet againft the floor, crying out, «I perceive 
a little child, who looks like an angel,’ and 
inftantly attempted a defcription, fuch as 
is ufually given of heavenly beings, On 
this the affembly, who had hitherto remain- 
ed filent, burft forth into loud acclamations ; 
but the father of the child, being defirous to 
make another experiment, requefted that he 
might know what his daughter, who was then 
at a country houfe fifteen.miles diftant, was 
doing. The fame ceremonies having again 
taken place, the boy once more turned towards 
the vafe, and obferved that his fifter was at that 
very moment defcending the ftair-cafe, to em- 
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brace another of’ her brothers. ‘This circunt- 
{tance appeared incredible to the audience, as - 
the brother alluded to was fuppofed to be 
feveral hundred miles-diftant, I was not how- 
ever daunted by this circumftance, for I defired 
them to fend a perfon inftantly to the’ country; 
on purpofe to verify the faét: this was accord- 
ingly done; and it was proved to the fatisfac- 
tion of all prefent that the young gentleman 
had at the very moment indicated arrived from 
a foreign country, and vifited and embraced 
his fitter.” 

The homage, the attachment, nay, the ado- 
ration, which he and Madam Caglioftro pre- 
tend to have received upon this occafion, beg+ 
ear all defcription and belief, 

A lady of quality hearing of this ftory, de- 
fired that one of his pupils might fee the fpirit 
of a brother, to whom, during his life-time, fhe 
had been particularly attached: this. was acs 
cordingly done; and he appeared with fo happy 
and. contented a countenance, that the fifter, 
being fully affured that he was in the full en- 
joyment of the bleffings of Paradife, became 
exceedingly generous ‘upom the occafion, and 
rewarded Caglioftro very -handfomely for his 
predictions. 

Being now refolved to leave this city, he 
held 
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5 
helda lodge for the laft time; during which 
he appointed his fucceffor, nominated the other 
Officers, gave them the neceffary inftructions 
for the exercife of their various functions, and 
difmiffed the affembly with a prophecy. In 
this he afferted that one of his female con- 
verts would be married to a wealthy gentle- 
man in the courfe of three months; an occur- 
rence which, it feems, actually took’ place. 
Overwhelmed, as it were, with the honours, 
and loaded with the riches prefented him by 
his difciples, he now repaired to St. Peterf- 
burgh. The celebrity of his name had already 
anticipated his arrival, and he was received 
into all the lodges as a tutelary divinity. 
Among other uncommon circumftances, he 
difcovered a fecret intrigue between an uncle 
and a niece; he prophefied the future misfor- 
tunes of a great prince; and foretold to a 
youne lady the melancholy circumftance of 
her approaching death. ‘I uttered all thefe 
predictions,” faid he to his judges, ‘* in confe- 
quence of divine infpiration; but I always pre- 
tended that it was by means of my cabaliftical 
knowledge that | was enabled to difclofe thefe 
fecrets.” 
He was no lefs fuccefsful at Warfaw, if 
we are to give credit to his affertions, as he 
I 2 there 
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there received innumerable marks of refpect 
and efteem; and more efpecially from fome of 
the moft illuftrious people attached to the 
court. . The birth-day of his lady was cele- 
brated in the moft brilliant manner; and ali 
the grandees fent her magnificent prefents on 
the occafion. 

Among others, he had formed a ftriét inti- 
macy with a magnate, whom he endeavoured 
to convert from the common to the Egyptian 
mafonry, by means of one of his pupi/s, and a 

afe filled with [pring water ; but, notwithftand- 
ing this, the nobleman remained firm in his 
belief. . 

Such was his fuccefs at Strafburgh, that he 
refided there for feveral years; during which 
time he pretends to have performed wonders 
in the medical art. His cures were fo miracu- 
lous, that his houfe was foon full of crutches, 
which were left there by fuch lame patients as 
had recovered the ufe of their limbs. But his 
reputation. was more powerfully fupported and 
increafed by means of his iid Si mafonry. 
Fe converted a prodigious number from the 
common. mafonry, and even admitted fe- 
veral difciples, who were totally ignorant of 
the myfteries of that art. Men, women, Ca- 
tholics, Lutherans, Calvinifts, were all indifcri- 
minately 
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minately and indiftin&ly adopted as members 
of his new inftitution. He often held lodges 
in a houfe in town; and fometimes in a little 
country refidence, delightfully fituate at a few 
miles diftance, which has preferved to this very 
day the name of CacirosTRano. 

On thefe occafions he made a dexterous ufe 
of his pupils; -and, befides the va/e, introduced a 
folding fcreen in the form of a temple; within 
which he placed one of the children who were fup- 
pofed to have a divine intercourfe, and intended 
to make the proper refponfes to all the quef- 
tions propounded by the grand matter, Thefe 
practices were made ufe of to difcover events 
paft, prefent, and to come; and fometimes to 
refolve queftions but very little fuited either to 
the delicacy or modefty of a female audience, 

As on one of thefe occafions the audience 
fufpected an intercourfe between his pupils and 
him, he defired them to nominate a child 
whom he had never before feen, and with whom 
he pretends that he had the moft complete 
fuccefs. 

From Strafburgh, where his miffion was 
attended with fuch uncommon advantages, he 
proceeded to Naples; but he refifted all the 
invitations which were made him to vifit the 
lodges of that capital. 
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At Bourdeaux, however, where he refided 
for eleven months, he occupied himfelf entirely 
about mafonry. Having formed a large ac- 
quaintance in that city, he initiated many can- 
didates of both fexes in the myfteries of his 
Eeyptian inftitutions. He adds that, while there, 
his pupi/s not.only went through the ufual pro- 
cefs, but alfo had a dire& commuynication with 
celeftial beings, who permitted them. even to 
touch their hands. At Lyons he was received 
with all the honours of the vault of feel. There 
too, in imitation of the great founder of Chrif- 
tianity, he ele&ted twelve difciples, whom he 
named his apoftles, and empowered them ‘to 
preach his do¢ctrines to all nations, whether Jews 
or Gentiles. On that occafion he predicted that 
one of them would betray him, as Judas had 
betrayed Jefus; and, in confequence of it, 
would be reduced to great mifery: all of 
which, as he afferts, actually took place ; for 
the fufpected perfon repaired to a magiftrate 
on the fucceeding day, and difclofed the parti- 
culars of their meeting: but he was foon 
overtaken by ‘a variety of afflictions; and, 
from poffeffing great wealth, at length died 
poor, miferable, and wretched. 

He now yielded to the zeal of his profe- 
lytes, and founded a mother lodge; and, as all 
his 
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his lodges had received appellations of fome 
principal virtue, this was called ‘* Wifdom 
Triumphant.” i 

As the copy of the patent is at this very 
moment placed among the archives of the 
holy office, we fhall here give the preamble 
of it. 


«¢ Grory, Unioy, Wispom, 

‘¢ BENEVOLENCE, PROSPERITY. 
«© We the Grand Cophte, Founder, and Grand 
“© Mafter of the High Egyptian Mafonry, in 
é¢ all the eaftern and weftern parts of the globe, 


«© make it hereby known to all who fhall read 
€ 


~ 


this, that, a number of members being de- 
firous that we, during our ftay here, fhould 
<¢ found a lodge, and having manifefted the 
<6 moft fincere and ardent defire to fubmit to 


€ 


nw 


<¢ our government, and to receive from us the 
¢¢ neceffary light and authority, to become ac- 


Lay 


«¢ = 4 2 
quainted with and to propagate our Egyp- 


<¢ tian mafonry in its primitive form and pu- 
<¢ rity, we have acceded to their wifhes; per- 


€ 


an 


fuaded that, in giving this mark of our 
> benevolence, we fhall enjoy the fatisfaction 
of refie&ting that we have laboured for the 
glory of the Eternal, and the happinefs of 
mankind, 
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és Init; 


iitigated by thefe motives, and after 
“‘ having expofed and verified our powers, 
“‘ we hereby found and create the prefent 
«* Egyptian lodge; and we hereby conttitute it a 
mother lodge, throughout the eaft and weft, 
** giving to it the diftinguithed title of Wis- 
“pom TriumpHant ; and we hereby nomi- 
nate and appoint the following officers,” &c. 
Among many copies of this and fimilar 


€é 


é¢ 


patents, we have one on parchment finely em- 
blazoned with a number of emblems, among 
which are a feptangle, a triangle, a fquare, 
a compais, a trowel, a hammer, feveral deaths 
heads, cubes, Jacob’s ladders, a phoenix, a 
globe, a perfonification of time, and alfo the 
following mottos: Lucem meruere labore; Odi 
profanum vulgus, & arceo; Petite & accipietis, 
quarite S invenietis, pulfate S aperietur vobis ; 
fn conftanti labore A ROSS Aut vincere aut mo- 
Fi. 0cC é&c. rc, All thefe circumftances prove 
that there is fome ‘affini ty between the common 
and the poe mafonry, 

Among a variety of other particulars, we 
muft not forget a crofs, on the ribbon of which 
were embroidered the followineletters—L.P. D. 
the meaning of which either Caglioftro was 
unable or ipeeiliae to difeover: it is how- 
ver aficrted by others that thefe are the ini- 
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tials of Lintum Peprsus Destrvz; an injunc- 
tion againft the happinefs of France, which 
has been but too religioufly obferved. 

At Paris he was alfo prevailed upon, by the 
entreaties of his numerous difciples, to found 
another lodge. He accordingly hired an hotel, 
and furnifhed it with a magnificence equal tothat 
of the princes of the blood royal. He prefided 
there, as the founder and erand mafter; and 
made ufe of two pupils, a boy and a girl, one 
of which faw and recounted the vifions in the 
cryftal vafe, while the other pretended to hold 
a communication with the feven angels, who 
afcended and defcended behind the fcreen. 

It was upon this occafion that the celebrated 
Mapame Dz 1a Morte, withing to know the 
fex of the child of which an illuftrious per- 
fonage * was then ready to be delivered, wait. 
ed on Caglioftro, and interrogated one of his 
pupils in his prefence. It was accordingly an- 
nounced to be a boy; a circumftance which 
was immediately communicated to the mother, 
and occafioned as great rejoicings as if the event 
had already taken place! 

Having taken his pafface on board a veffel 


* The perfonage here alluded to is the Queen of France. 
She is faid to have confulted Caglioftro by the intervention 
of Madame de la Motte, who carried:back the precious pros 
mife of a dauphin, T, 
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at Boulogne-fur-Mer, for England, he was ac- 
compained to the water-fide ‘by a prodigious 
concourfe of people, who expreffed the moft 
ardent wifhes for his happinefs, and even de- 
manded his benediction. He affures us that 
he did not refufe this teftimony of his regard, 
but gave it daily to all his adherents whe 
demanded it. 

At his arrival in London, he was invited to 
affift at the principal lodge in that city, and 
was received with uncommon honour and dif- 
tinction. In the mean time a-number of.his 
difciples| arrived daily from Paris and Lyons, 
who requefted him to hold an Egyptian lodge ; 
and being at length prevailed upon to gratify 
their wifhes, he received feveral perfons of rank 
into the affociation, and made ufe of the miniftry 
of four pupils, of diftinguifhed birth. On this 
occafion a fingular accident occurred to him, 
the caufe of which he pretends to be entirely 
ignorant of. Some ladies and gentlemen having 
petitioned for authority to make ufe ofthe cry/fal 
vafe, &c. in the fame manner as himfelf, he 
eranted his permiffion accordingly ; but their 
labours proved fo unfortunate, that they beheld 
the apparitions of monkeys and devils, inftead 
of angels, as they expected. 

Being at length obliged to leave London, 
as we mentioned before, he remained for two 
weeks 
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weeks at a lodging which he had in the coun- 
try, and -prepared himfelf by a variety of ex- 
periments for future fuccefs. 

On his arrival at Bafil in Switzerland, he 
was preffed by a great number of the inhabi- 
tants to eftablifh an Egyptian lodge in his 
houfe, Being unable to refufe fuch a flattering 
requeft, he furnifhed one of his apartments 
in the form of atemple, fo as nearly to refemble 
the infide of his lodge at Lyons, except that 
it was neither fo rich nor fo magnificent; and 
this he termed the mother lodge of the Helvetic 
States, We received feveral men and women 
into this fociety, with the ufual ceremonies 
and formalities; he employed pupils of both 
fexes;.and having admitted a hufband and 
wife into a fuperior clafs, he empowered them 
to perform the various myfteries, with the 
fame ‘fuccefs as himfelf. ‘To give a regular 
and confiftent form to the eftablifhment, he 
appointed five grand officers, and prefented 
them with a patent; different however in its 
import from that which he had formerly given 
to the lodge at Lyons, not having any emblems 
engraven on it, or any other motto than the 
word Gop placed at the top. 

Befides this, he left many traces of his refi- 
dence in that city behind him; and among 

others 
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others a Chinefe pavilion, which he built on 
purpofe to experience the effects of his phyfical 
and moral regeneration. It remains at this 
very day; and fuch is the veneration of the 
peafants in regard to this pretended prophet, 
that it is faid they pay their homage and 
adoration to him on paffing this temple, which 
they denominate the maufoleum of Count 
Caghioftro. 

At Bienne, to which he afterwards repaired; 
he alfo held feveral Egyptian lodges, and as 
ufual made ufe of his pupi/s. At Aix, Turin, 
Genoa, and Verona, he held repeated confer- 
ences with feveral mafons. At Roveredo he 
pretends that. many perfons were fo charmed 
with the fecrets which he difclofed, and 
the eloquence with which he enforced his 
doctrines, that they prevailed upon him to 
hold a lodge in a country houfe in the neigh. 
bourhood of that city, in which he performed 
the various functions and ceremonies prefcribed 
by the inftitutions. ‘The patent on this occa- 
fion was dated in the year 5781; by which 
jt appears that, like the mafons, he affumed 
a different xra from that of the chriftians. 

From Roveredo Caglioftro repaired to Trent, 
and from thence to Rome. Trent does not 
furnifh us with any remarkable events, as he 
was 
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was exceedingly afraid of the great piety: of 
the prince bifhop. He however did not en- 
tirely forget his attachments; for he caufed 
two folding f{creens to be made for his pupils, 
although they were not made ufe of, 

But he never was in fuch a great perplexity 
as in Rome. We have already mentioned 
that on one hand he was intimidated by the 
vigilance of the government; while he was 
preffed on the other by his zeal for mafonry, 
and by the extreme indigence which he be- 
gan to experience. 

Having learned that there was a lodge ef- 
tablifhed in that city, he got acquainted with 
feveral of the members, but he conftantly 
refufed to affift at their affemblies. He how- 
ever partook of a repaft to which they invited 
him in the country, during which he pro- 
nounced a difcourfe in honour of Egyptian ma- 
fonry. He experienced a particular pleafure in 
converfing with them; and they in return 
evinced the ftrongeft defireto be initiated in his 
Egyptian rites. He conducted himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to enforce this hope; he oftea 
read to them that paflage of his book, in 
which his fyftem is detailed; he explained 
many of the myfteries, and even permitted 
one of them to copy feveral of the particulars. 
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Neverthelefs he forebore to receive ther 
publicly as his difciples, promifing however 
to admit them on his leaving the papal 
territories. In the mean time he procur- 
ed the admiffion of many members into the 
lodge already eftablifhed: fuch indeed was the 
refpect they habitually entertained for him, 
that they at length gave him the appéllation of 
“« father,” while he in return called them 
his ** children;” in fine, they looked upon him 
as their chief, and actually paid him all the 
homage ufually conferred ona grand matter. 

He alfo continued his correfpondence, by 
means of words and fymbols ‘known-to and 
ufed by the mafons, with the lodges that he 
had eftablithed in foreign’ countries. Among: 
other letters written in that-manner, is one 
addreffed to a Parifian, requefting him to pro- . 
cure a fum of money from a third perfon. He 
defired this correfpondent to interéft himfelf in 
the bufinefs, and endeavour ‘by all poffible 
means to obtain a happy conclufion of it ; pro- 
mifing in return to conftitute him his vicar 
general, with unbounded powers. 

In the mean time, his wants became every 
day more preffing, and no remittances what« 
€ver arrived. At length, neceffity getting the 
better of his fears, his diftrefs forced him to 
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tnake an offer to feveral perfons of inftructing 
them in his Egyptian mafonry, and he alfo 
endeavoured to found a lodge for ladies. His 
firft defign was attended: with little or no fuc- 
cefs; and he was diffuaded from his fecond, be- 
caufe he was given:to underftand that at Rome 
either the ladies have very ,little money, or 
they are exceedingly unwilling to part from it. 

There was one perfon, however, who feemed 
exceedingly defirous to become one of his dif- 
ciples ;. and Caglioftro was uncommonly eager 
to enrol him in the lift; on account of a ring, 
the brliancy of which. fafcinated his eyes, and 
made him ogle it with uncommon defire, .Not- 
withftanding his wonderful knowledge of na- 
ture, he: never difcovered that the ftones were 
cryftal inftead of diamonds. 

. Having introduced this fuppofed dupe inta 
his bed-chamber, he informed him that the 
knowledge which he had acquired in Egypt, 
enabled him to eftablith a fyftem of mafonry, 
to which no perfon, could be admitted without 
a long and rigorous initiation ; but that he, 
as {upreme grand matter, could difpenfe with 
the ufual forms. Accordingly he pronounced 
a difcourfe, pointing out the fuperiority and 
advantages of Egyptian mafonry above. all 
others; and then defiring him to fall on 
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his knees, and lift his right hand towards his 
head, in this attitude he obliged him to fwear 
never to reveal or difcover to any perfon what 
he had either feen or heard. He then pro- 
ceeded to breathe on his face, and to perform 
the ufual ceremonies as on the admiffion of other 
candidates ; but when he prefented him with 
a patent, and claimed the promifed reward, the 
mafon-ele&t inftantly walked away, obferving, 
with great calmnefs, that the whole was a con- 
temptible impofture. Thus Caglioftro, who had 
gained immenfe fums by his rogueries in every 
other part of Europe, was not able at Rome to 
procure even a ring fet with falfe ftones, by 
means of all his art and abilities! 

Soon after this he began to experience the 
moft alarming inquietude arifing from his dread 
of being betrayed. He acknowledges that he 
now determined to throw himfelf at the feet of 
a prieft, and acknowledge his faults. Accord- 
ingly he confeffed his crimes in this capital, in 
the fame manner ashe had formerly done at 
Trent ; and actually declared to two perfons 
who enjoyed his confidence, that it was on 
purpofe to ridicule the holy Inquifition that 
he had fubmitted to that ceremony. He at 
length crowned his mafonic labours by a cir- 


cular letter, which he wrote a few days before 
his 
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his detention, to all the Egyptian lodges. Soon 
after he received intelligence that he had been 
accufed to the Holy Office; but he had great 
confidence in the zeal of his difciples, whom 
he ordered to fet fire to the Caftle of St. An- 
gelo, or even to the Inquifition, in cafe he 
fhould be detained there. 

We have thus given an abridoment of the 
labours of Caglioftro, in his charaéter of a free 
mafon: our narrative contains the fubftance of 
his confeffions on that fubjeét, which we have 
here reduced to method; and have endeavoured 
to avoid tedioufnefs and languor, by detailing 
only the principal circumftances. It now re- 
mains to elucidate the particulars which we 
have related, by clearing up the difficulties and 
obfcurities which his hiftory will undoubtedly 
prefent to the mind of every reader, 

Some will afk how it comes about that fuch 
an artful impoftor as Caglioftro, who, during 
his trial at Paris, had remained obftinately bent 
on deception, could be prevailed upon to be- 
tray himfelf at Rome? And how a wretch 
who had been fo fuccefsful by means of his im- 
pofturesin every city in Europe, fhould at length 
be induced to make a full and free confeffion 
of them? The recollection of a fimple fact 
will eafily reconcile thefe circumftances. Not- 

K withftanding 
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withftanding the repeated intelligence that he 
received of his approaching confinement, he 
negleéted to deftroy the book which contained 
his fyflem of Egyptian mafonry, the various 
ornaments and apparatus belonging to that rite, 
and all the correfpondence which he carried 
on with the feveral lodges, of which he was 
either the founder or.an affociate. At the mo- 

nent of his arreft,. he beheld every paper that 
could inform or enlighten his judges in regard 
to his former life, fealed before his eyes : it was 
therefore impoffible, or at leaft ufelefs, to deny, 
or even to palliate, thefe circumftances ; fince an 
irrefragable body of evidence was thus obtained, 
and fuli and fufficient proofs could be adduced 
in a moment to fubftantiate the crimes of which 
he was accufed. 

It ought alfo to be added, that, from the ex- 
ceflive garrulity of Caglioftro, many things oc- 
-eurred inthe courfe of his trial, that cleared 
up and elucidated feveral expreffions in his 
manufcripts, which, without this help, would 
have remained fo many enigmas. On thefe 
occafions he often attempted to tergiverfate 
and to recal his expreffions ; but this was impof- 
fible : for his judges had taken the precaution 
to make him fign his interrogatories page by 
page; and alfo to declare, at the bottom of 
each, 
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each, that the declarations therein contained 
were entirely conformable to the particulars of 
his confeffion.. Another circumftanée which 
did not a little contribute to the happy con- 
Clufion of his procefs, was the precaution with 
which he was fhut up in the place of his con- 
finement. At the Baftille, as he himfelf 
frankly acknowledged, he had found the moft 
ample means of prevarication, of eluding the 
charges adduced againft him, and of corrupting 
his guards, and even the minifters of juftice, 
by means of money. But, during his impri- 
fonment here, he has found all his arts and all 
his refources fail him for the firft time. Indeed, 
on his being arrefted, it was induftridufly pro- 
pagated in this capital, that the perfon to whofe 
care he had been entrufted was his friend and 
protector: but this was-difcovered to be a 
mere calumny; as the judge who firft examin- 
ed him tried by every means in his power to 
difcover whether any fecret communication had 
taken place; and, after a long and laborious 
enquiry, he brought in a report, by which it 
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evidently appeared that this accufation was no- 


thing more than a groundlefs and a malicious 
ftory. 

be demanded how it came 
about that he acknowledged fo many particu- 
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lars relative to his Egyptian mafonry ? To this 
it is to be anfwered, that his firft attachment 
to the common and ordinary mafonry; the 
celebrity, the. afcendancy, the credit, which he 
had acquired in the lodges appertaining to it ; 
the invention, or at leaft the reformation, of 
Eeyptian mafonry ; the abundance of his dif- 
ciples ofboth fexes, and the propagation of his 
doctrines in all parts ofthe world——were fo many 
facts, that, as it was impoflible to deny, he 
thought it prudent to acknowledge and confefs. 
But in addition to his own evidence, not only 
his wife, who was his infeparable companion, 
has confirmed this circumftance, but his papers 
have furnifhed the moft incontrovertible proofs : 
and, in addition to thefe, we have been fur- 
nifhed with the evidence of a traveller, who ar- 
rived in this metropolis during his procefs ; 
and who affures us that he himfelf, during his 
refidence at Lyons, faw the magnificent tem- 
ple erected for the exercife of the Egyptian 
rites inftituted by Caglioftro, in the middle of 
which was placed a marble buft of the founder. 
Perhaps the details given us on this fubject 
by himfeif. may be exaggerated, as by thefe 
means he hoped to acquire an importance 
which might be ufeful to him, The number 
of his difciples, whom he affirmed amounted to 
many 
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many millions, is another circumftance which 
it is difficult to believe, and which muft have 
undoubtedly been afferted on purpofe to make 
himfelf appear forrnidable. The evidence be- 
fore us proves that the number of his followers 
was confiderable ; but they fell far fhort of 
what he pretended : and it is no lefs certain that 
they are daily diminifhing, as they at length 
begin to perceive and acknowledge the im- 
pofture and deception of their grand matter. It 
however is well known that the defertion of his 
followers never gave him any concern, as it was 
their money rather than their attachment that 
he was ambitious of. 

It would be difficult to comprehend the 
uncommon fuccefs which he experienced, if 
it were not recollected that he procured the 
greater part of his profelytes in countries where 
either the remiffnefs of the government, or the 
naturtl depravation of the human heart, had 
enfeebled the foundations of the catholic faith. 
It is alfo to be confidered, that he was not fo 
little verfed in iatrigue as to neglect the moft 
artful means for the fuccefs of his miflion. 
Thus he was moft anxious to choofe the ig 
norant and the rich for his difciples; and was 
particularly careful to debauch and corrupt the 
heart, by feconding and affifting the ruling paf- 
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fions of his converts. Over the minds of fuch 
weak people as pretended to be attached to the 
{ciences, his chemical difcoveries, and the 
promife of the philofopher’s ftone, afforded 
never-failing means of fuccefs. -If any one, 
deterred by the influence of his paffions, can- 
didly confeffed his attachment to the fair /ex, 
he conftantly replied, that, to become a good 
mafon, or, what was the fame thing, to become 
a perfeli man, 1t was not neceflary to be a 
capuchin. <* Live as you pleafe,” he ufed 
to exclaim ; ‘* and only believe in me, and in 
my Egyptian mafonry !” By thefe means, and 
with fuch maxims, his fuccefs could not fail 
being equally rapid and extenfive. 

It may be alfo neceffary to obferve, that one of 
the indifpenfable conditions annexed to the ad- 
miffion into the Egyptian fyftem, was that of 
having been already ele&ted into one of the 
lodges of ordinary mafonry. The motive of 
this is not difficult to be difcovered ; for as his 
inftitution was entirely new, and the principal 
and moft wonderful circumftance attendant on 
it was the phyficak and moral regeneration, it 
was more eafy to inveigle the free mafons, whofe 
minds were already debauched, than any other 
clafs of men whatever ; and he indeed found 
that it was not difficulr to make thefe be- 
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lieve in thofe marvellous tales and prodigious 
events that exceeded poffibility, and gave the 
lye to the operations of nature. 

The reader will undoubtedly recollect that 
Caglioftro pretended to have harangued his au- 
dience for feveral hours, with an eloquence that 
at once charmed and convinced them 3; and with 
a fublimity that evinced a prodigious attainment 
in regard to all kinds of knowledge either fa- 
cred or profane. He alfo pretended to have 
been fo fuccefsful in his arguments, that, by 
means of his difcourfes, the wicked were turned 
afide from their wickednefs, were made to be- 
hold the fun of righteoufnefs, and to embrace 
the catholic religion. His wife, however, who 
was prefent at a great number of his difcourfes, 
affirms that they were compofed in a ftyle of 
the moft wearifome perplexity, and abounded 
with the moft incoherent ideas, Previous to his 
afcending the roftrum, he was always careful to 
prepare himfelf for his labours by means of fome 
bottles of wine; and he was fo ignorant as to the 
fubjeét on which he was about to hold forth, 
that he generally applied to his wife for the text 
on which he wasto preach to his difciples. If to 
thefe circumftances are added a Sicilian dialect, 
mingled with a jargon of French and Italian, 
we cannot hefitate a fingle moment as to the 
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degree of credibility which we are to give ta 
the affertions that have been made concerning 
the wonder-working effects of his eloquence. 

He admitted thofe profeffing all forts of reli- 
gions to partake of the bleffings of his divine dif- 
coveries; provided they believed in the exiftence 
of a God, and the immortality of the foul, it 
was equal to him whether they were Catholics, 
Lutherans, Calvinifts, or Jews. While fpeak- 
ing of fovereigns, he was always careful to 
accommodate himfelf to the genius of his au- 
dience ; fometimes infinuating fubordination, 
but more frequently independence. 'He was 
always accuftomed to {peak in a contemptuous 
manner of the perfon and authority of the Ro- 
man pontiff, and of all hierarchies whatever. 
In fine, his difcourfes tended entirely to change 
catholics into mifcreants, .and atheifts into 
deifts, 

This painting isnot in the leaft heightened 
by the colouring which we have given to it. 
We are in poffeffion of the teftimony of 
many perfons, who have heard him repeatedly 
difcourfe on the principles of mafonry ; and who 
affure us that he fpoke without any order-or 
method, and that his converfation and ideas 
were fo obfcure, difeuifed, and diftorted, that 
it was exceedingly difficult to comprehend 
his 
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his meaning. The judge who interrogated him 
has often been obliged to /uffer the punifbment of 
hearing his long replications, it being utterly 
impoffible to ftop the torrent of his verbofity. 

Is it poffible that a man, who from his very 
infancy, according to his own confeffion, held the 
firft rudiments of fcience in abhorrence, who 
from his earlieft youth, and through the whole 
courfe of his life, had attached himfelf to no 
other ftudy than that of vice, impofture, and 
fraud—is it poffible, I fay, that fuch a perfon 
as this fhould be capable of the language, the 
arguments, the irrefiftible and perfuafive elo- 
quence which have been attributed to him? 
What fhall we fay to that theological know- 
ledge, which is reported to have formed the 
bafis of all his difcourfes, and which has 
produced fo many converfions in favour of 
the catholic religion? Could’ this man have 
entered into profound and erudite arguments 
concerning matters of grace, predeftination, 
and free will? 

We fhall here exhibit a few of the queftions 
propounded to, and the anfwers made by him. 
The reader will then be enabled to make his 
own conclufions. 

<* Q. Has not your conduct tended to debafe 
‘* and difgrace the great work of the redemp- 
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«tion, and the death of our Lord Jefus 
<< Chrifk 22 
«© A. No, never; for in my primitive fyftem, 
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and in all my operations, I made the moft 


*~ 


‘¢ honourable mention of the ferpent with the 


‘¢ apple in his mouth, which I have adopted for 
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my creft, and which denotes the caufe of ori- 
‘«¢ oinal fin, and of our fubfequent fall. The 
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redemption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is the 


«< arrow which has pierced the ferpent; and this 
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we ought to keep conftantly before our eyes 
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and in our hearts, for the eyes and the heart 
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are the looking-glafs of the foul; and all men 
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ought conftantly to be on their guard againtt 
g g 
‘* the temptations of the Devil: and in confe- 
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quence believing in all this, and in the re- 
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demption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and hav- 
«cing ordered this always to be obferved, it is 
« not poffible that I could have done what has 


nn 


<¢ been afferted, as that would be to unfay and 
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<‘ contradict all that I have afarmed.”’ 
«© Q. What are the chief fins, and the fources 
of all our crimes 2” 

«© A.J do not know the exact number, and 
<¢ only recollect a few, fuch as gluttony, envy, 
¢¢ idlenefs, luxury, and ufury.” 

<¢ ©. What are the theological virtues ©” 

« A. have forgotten; but if you will name 
<¢ the 
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the firft of them to me, I fhall recolle& them, 

and repeat the remainder.” 

‘© Q. What are the cardinal virtues 2” 

«© A. The fame as the theological.” 

<¢ Q. What are the counfels that lead to per- 

fection ?” 

«c A. The exercife of faith, hope, and cha- 

rity ?” 

«© Q. What do you mean by faith, hope, and 

charity ?” | 

<¢ A. Faith is our compliance with the ordi- 

nances of the church; charity 1s the bond of 

perfection ; and hope is the belief in eternal 

elory.” 

<«©Q. What is the facrament of confirma- 

tion.” 

‘© A, It is the confirmation of baptifm.” 

‘©Q. Has man a pewer and authority to 

command the obedience and affiftance of ce- 

leftial f{pirits ?” 

“© A. I believe that man, by the permiffion 

of God, may arrive at that power ; becaufe 

God before his death had a beatific and 

divine vifion ; becaufe man is created after 

the image and refemblance of God; and the 

angels have not been created in the fame 

manner as man, but after a divine manner.” 

We fhall not here fpeak of his abfenting 
him- 
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himfelf from the holy facraments, of his conti- 
nual violation of the precepts of the church, 
and of all the circumftances which conftitute 
that enormous mafs of crimes with which his 
whole life is ftained and disfigured. It muft 
however be acknowledged that an immenfe 
number of his difciples to this very day cele- 
brate his eloquence as fomething beyond the 
reach of mortality, and actually approaching 
to our notions of what is divine !—How has 
this happened? It proceeds fimply from this, 
that blindnefs attaches itfelf to blindnefs; and 
that thefe ignorant people, being unable to com- 
prehend his difcourfes on account of their ob- 
fcurity, have imagined that their leader fpoke 
parabolically and enigmatically; and thus they 
had an ample opportunity of interpreting his 
fentiments according to their own wifhes. 

Fis predictions, no doubt, tended greatly to 
augment their fanaticifm, He attributed thefe 
to the fpecial affiftance of the Deity himfelf, 
and to the effects of his immediate infpiration. 
His wife, however, has been able to affign the 
caufe of many of his miraculous prophecies; for 
fhe accounts for fome of them by the infatiable 
curiofity and diligence which he made ufe of 
to procure a knowledge of the fecrets of all] 
families whatever; and attributes others to a 
fore- 
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forefight founded upon faéts, from whence an 
inference might be fairly drawn. For example, 
if at Mittau he prophefied that a young lady 
would be foon united to a wealthy hufband, he 
founded this prediétion on the knowledge of 
the regard that a man of fortune fecretly enter- 
tained for her; and if at another time he fore- 
told the fpeedy diffolution of another perfon, 
this arofe merely from the ftate of the patient’s 
healch, whofe malady might have eafily infpired 
the fame idea in the breaft of any medical per- 
fon whatever. 

Let us now fay fomething concerning his 
wonderful operations by means of his pupils. 
It is certain that Caglioftro himfelf, as well as 
others, has often made ufe of thefe pupz/s in 
his Egyptian mafonry ; and that the boys and 
girls employed on this occafion have pretended 
to have feen angels, and to have held an in- 
tercourfe with the world of fpirits. How has 
this happened ? 

Caglioftro, according to cuftom, has boldly 
and intrepidly affured us that all this originated 
from the fpecial protection of the Divinity ; 
that the Supreme Being had deigned to grant 
him the deatific vifion, on purpofe to enable him 
nore effectually to propagate and enforce his 
Egyptian mafonry, to prove the exiftence of 
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God, the immortality of the foul, to convert 
the incredulous, and to fuccour and fupport 
the Catholic faith, He alfo added that, on 
thefe occafions, he had always an opportunity 
of ftrengthening his belief in God, of invok- 
ing his beneficence, and of experiencing his 
bounty. 

Let us, on'the other hand, hear the depofi- 
tions of his wife. She declared upon oath 
that many of the pupils had been prepared be- 
forehand by her hufband, and had their leffon 
given them in regard to every queftion about 
which they were to be afterwards interrogated : 
but that fome however had been chofen- and 
brought unawares to him; and that, in re- 
gard to them, fhe imagined that he could only 
operate by the intervention of magic. She 
alfo added, that he had repeatedly refufed to 
communicate the means by which he achieved 
thefe operations; always obferving, that the did 
not poficfs fufficient courage and refolution for 
the fuccefs of the myftery ; and that, when he 
himfelf began with his pupils, he conftantly 
{truck the ground three times with his right foot, 
exclaiming, “ I do this in confequence of the 
power which J derive from the Grand Cophte !” 
It is to be obferved, however, that, on thefe 
occafions, his labours were entirely direéted 
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towards the advancement of his intereft; for 
he generally flattered his audience by making 
their deceafed relations and friends appear in 
his magic vafe, as enjoying fupreme happinefs ; 
while, on the contrary, thofe who were his ene- 
mies were condemned to eternal torments. 
Sometimes alfo he inftructed his pupils to de- 
{cribe the good angels, who appeared to them, 
as poffeffing the features, and bearing an exact 
refemblance to Madam Caglioftro, fo that his 
friends might have a greater attachment to her. 

The gazette writers.of Europe were at great 
pains to ridicule all this, as the mere trick of a 
juggler; and as for us, who have fo many in- 
{tances of his impofture before our eyes, we 
cannot withhold our affent to the fame opinion, 
Among the papers belonging to Caglioftro we 
have found two relative to this pretended inter- 
courfe with fpirits, which were tranfmitted to 
him during his imprifonment; and which feem 
to have been written either with a view of de- 
manding information, or of giving an account 
of the proceedings of his difciples. 

No. I. 
** On the 2oth day of the 8th month, 

“« The Grand Matter being employed in his 
‘* operations after the ufual ceremonies, the 
“¢ pupil, before feeing the angel 


» faid: 
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«© I find myfelf in a dark room. 

“ I fee a golden {word fufpended over my 
<¢ head. 

*¢ T perceive Louth @ arrive. 

“* He opens his breaft, and fhews a wound 
‘in his heart; he holds out a poniard to 
Sue. 

«© G. M. Is he employed in the fervice of 
‘© the Grand Cophte ? 

FSan ees; 

«< G. M. What elfe do you fee ? 

eo Roolefee aultar. 

<¢ | fee two. 
cL tee leven: 

e635. M... Proceed. 

cc. Pe Louth g has retired 
“« changes—lI fee feven angels, &c. 

No. If. 

Extract from the proceedings of the lodge 
held on Saturday, the 12th day of the fecond 
month of the year 5558. 

All the matiters, except brother Elias, being 

prefent, 

The operations were direéted by the ve- 

nerable Saba IT, 
Operations. 











the fcene 


After the ufual proceedings, the feven an- 
gels, with their cyphers, prefented themfelves 
before the pupil. 


« P. The 
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‘© P. The Grand Cophte defcends and 
kiffes his hand; he kiffes his hand, and has 
his cypher on his breatt. 

** He falutes me with his fword, makes.a 
circle in the air, pronounces the word beloim, 
and places the point of his {word upon the 
earth. 

* G. M. Tell him, in the moft refpe@tful 
terms, that a particular friend of his, paffing 
through this place, is exceedingly defirous 
of feeing our lodge at his return; and that 
we are anxious to know his orders on this 
fubject. 

“* P. You may permit him to enter; and, 
after fome converfation, Alexander is to be- 
gin the operations. 

** G. M. Are we to be decorated in our 
badges ? 

<ORPEY es: 

“* G. M. Shall I affift as Grand Matter ? 

tr Ps Yes, 

** G. M. Is Alexander to operate as ufuail 
by means of the va/, or is he to enter into 
the tabernacle ? 

*« P. He is to operate in the ufual manner. 
““ G.M. This lodge is held only in pre- 
fence of the mafters: hall the miftreffes afitt 
at the next? 
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« P. Affuredly. 

«© G. M. Shall all the mafters appear in 
« complete uniform, on the feftival of the 3d 
c¢ of May! 

«© P, Yes, all; except brother Elias, who 
<¢ will be abfent. 

«¢ GM. Has he any more orders or inftrue- 
‘ tions to give us? 

Med vINo. 

«G, M. Do we dare to afk his bleffing: 

so P, He ftretches forth his hand, and fays 
‘ that he gives it to. you with all his heart. 

« G, M. Are the angels ftill with yout 

¢ Poi kes 

<c.G, M. Throw yourfelf..on>your knees, 
«© tel] them to make their adorations. with. us, 
«¢-and recommend our lodge to their fpecial 
s¢ care. 

‘© The adorations having been made, the 
«¢ lodge was inftantly clofed.” 

We ordered Caglioftro to explain thefe pa- 
pers to us: but he faid that, as to the purport 
of the firft, he himfelf remained “in profound 
ignorance ; for this man, who pretended to be 
infpired, favoured, and proteéted in a particu- 
jar manner by God, was obliged to confefs 


that, on this, as on many other occafions, he 
I was 
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was entirely unacquainted with the meaning of 
his correfpondent. 

As to the fecond, he pretended that it was 
the narrative of a vifion that had appeared in 
the night; but that he did not believe ic any more 
than another, the account of which was fent him 
from Lyons, in which he himfelf was deferibed 
as having appeared between Enoch and Elias. 

Being unable to penetrate into the receffes 
of the human heart, it is impoffible to decide 
on the veracity of his anfwer: we learn how- 
ever from his wife that he ufed to obferve to 
his difciples, if they now dreamed that they 
faw him in the clouds, thofe. dreams would 
be actually realized hereafter; for they fhould 
hereafter behold him there, furrounded with 
glory. 

We fhall here add a few queftions which we 
afked him upon this occafion. 

** Q. Have you ever doubted as to the pro- 
“< priety of exercifing the rites of your Egyp- 
«© tian mafonry ° 

“¢ A. Ever fince I left London I have been 
‘in great doubt whether it was not impro- 
i per, 

‘© Q. Did you ever forbid your difciples to 
write to you on this fubjeét while you re- 
mained in Italy ? 
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<cATeaYes. 

<Q. Why? 

<¢ A. Becaufe I knew that the rites of the 
‘¢ Catholic religion were univerfally practifed 
‘¢ throughout Italy; and that, in other coun- 
‘€ tries, there were a variety of religions. 

‘* Q. Is the Egyptian mafonry then in oppo- 
‘¢ fition to the Catholic faith ? 
«* A. I truly think fo; and principally in 
that part of it which regards the pupz/s. 
‘¢Q. How could you believe that, on thefe 


¢ 


n 


«‘ occafions, you were affifted by the {pecial 
“«* favour of God ? 

«¢ A. Ido not underftand what you fay—I 
«do not rightly comprehend my own meaning 
‘© —-] can only fay, that I lament my unhap- 
“¢ py fituation, and demand fpiritual affiftance. 
‘© ] have been led into a hundred thoufand 
‘< errors in regard to religion.” 

This repentance however was only momen- 
tary in its duration and effect, being merely 
intended to procure time to ftudy an anfwer. 
When clofely urged on the fame fubye& on 
two other occafions, he perfifted in his firft de- 
clarations, and attributed his fuccefs to the fpe- 
cial intervention and affiftance of the Divinity. 
However, after perfifting for fome time in 
thefe queftions, and demanding a categorical 
an{wer, 
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anfwer, he again began to prevaricate. Being 
at length exhorted to tell the truth, and to 
manifeft the fecrets of his heart, he appeared 
exceedingly agitated; and faid, * that he had 
never employed the Devil in any of his opera- 
tions, nor ever made ufe of any magic or fu- 
perftition whatever.” 

We have here given a fhort abridgment of 
this part of his trial; for it would 4ll feveral 
volumes if we were to detail the queftions 
which we made ufe of to make him give a full 
and ample confeffion. Our efforts however 
were in vain; for when he found himfelf preffed 
by the arguments we made ufe of, he inftantly 
loft his temper, and abufed and menaced the 
judges who examined him, 

When the moft ample proofs of his impiety 
were edduced, he pretended to juttify himfelf 
in faying, ** I am an apoitolic catholic; and if 
you do not believe me, I cannot help it.” On 
another occafion he exclaimed, “‘ I am a Ro- 
man Catholic; and if you do not believe the 
beatific vifion, 1 do.” Being defirous to hear 
by what authority he pretended to have re- 
ceived his miffion from God, and the power 
to make ufe of his myftical operations, he re- 
plied, ‘*that it proceeded from that divine 
affiftance which the Deity had favoured him 

| ale with, 
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with, as being a good catholic; and that he 
had derived his authority from the power given 
in that Zeatific vifion which Jefus had experi- 
enced before his crucifixion: Figo claritatem 
quam dedifti mihi dedi eis: non pro bis rogo tantum, 
fed et pro ¢is qui credtturi funt per verbum eorum 
me, ut omnes unum fint,” 

It was objected that this power was common 
to all catholics: but he faid that all catholics 
could not make ufe of it, becaufe their belief 
in God was not fufficiently ftrone; adding, 
_.that fome on whom he himfelf had conferred 
this power could not fucceed, while others 
never failed. 

* Q. What do you mean by the Jeatific. 
6° vifjon ° 

‘cA. A fpiritual affiftance, an angelic affift- 
‘ance, a fupernatural affiftance. 

«¢ Q.. On whom is it conferred ? 

s¢ A. God has given it, does give it, and 
‘¢ fhall give it to whomfoever he pleafes. 

<¢ Q. In what manner does it operate? 

«© A, In three manners: thé firft is, when 
“© God makes himfelf vifible, as he did to the 
s¢ patriarchs; the fecond is, by the appearance 
‘cof angels who become yifible to men; and 


¢ 


La) 


the third is, by internal impulfe and infpira- 
‘* tion. 
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<©Q. By what means is this obtained ? 

‘© A, By aconftant union with God, his holy 
church, and the catholic faith; and by the 
ties of faith and charity. When one poffeffes 
all thefe, it is only neceffary to petition for 
the divine affiftance with fervent prayer; and 
if this is not given to-day, the time-will come 
when it fhall be given. 

«©Q. Have any now living obtained this 
vifion ? | 

<¢ A, I do not know any one, but I myfelf 
who am a finner, who have obtained it by 
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‘©means of that internal impulfe, that is to 
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fay, by the third manner, which I have juft 
defcribed. 

‘©Q. How could a finner, how could a 
wretch who has confeffed a perpetual viola- 
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of iniquities, be able to obtain that grace, 
for the poffeffion of which it is abfolutely 
‘¢ neceffary to be always united to God and 
¢¢ to the Catholic Church ? 
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ce A. I never had recourfe to the Devil; and 
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if I have been a finner, God, who is fo com- 


a“ 


<¢ paffionate, has, I hope, pardoned me. 


«© Q. Is it to be fuppofed that God would 
‘¢ have conferred this beatific vifion on your 
L 4 6 dif- 
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‘* difciples, many of whom, by your own con- 
‘¢ feffion, led immoral lives? 

‘© A. Iam but a man, and cannot therefore 
*‘ be fuppofed to enter into the reafons that 
‘* have influenced the Deity—he could fhower. 
** down his grace upon whom he pleafed, even 
“© upon finners.” 

After thefe queftions concerning the power 
conferred on Caglioftro and his difciples, to 
operate by means of the pupils, vaj/es, {creens, 
&c. &c. it will not be difficult to perceive 
that the whole was a bare-faced impofture, 
However, it muft be confeffed that he deceived 
a prodigious number of people by means of 
his pretended myfteries; and that they re- 
garded him as a fupernatural being who had 
defcended from Heaven. By thefe he was 
looked up to as an oracle, and revered as a 
model of virtue, wifdom, and power. To 
fuch a height was the fanaticifm of fome of 
his difciples carried, that he was often ad- 
drefled by the titles of ** Adored Father and 
Venerable Mafter.” They conftantly kiffed 
his hand on approaching him ; and were accufz 
tomed ‘to kneel before him, and crave his 
benediction: in fine, they were all fubjeé to 
his authority, as if he had been their fovereign. 
We fhall here prefent the reader with a few 
{pecimens 
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fpecimens of the letters that were addreffed to 

him: the firft appears to have been written by 

a perfon who had left him fome time before, 

and expected to fee him again in a few months. 
‘¢ My dear and ever beloved Matter, 

‘It feems that the ocean was anxious to 


<¢ prevent our feparation, as we were eighteen 
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hours at fea, and never arrived at the place 
of our deftination until the morning of the 
tith. My fon fuffered greatly during the 
** voyage; bur as for myfelf, I had the happi- 
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“‘nefs to enjoy your converfation during the 
‘¢ whole night. 

<¢ The Eternal has realized the benediction 
which J received from you yefterday. Ah 
my dear Mafter! after God, you conftitute 
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my chief felicity. 
«© The young ——— and 


«bee to be remembered to you; and hope 











«< ‘that, by means of your fpecial favour, they 
«¢ will be fome day thought worthy of being 
«reckoned among the number of your chil- 
§¢ dren,” 

In another letter one of his difciples thus 
exprefies himfelf : 

«cM, and N. having pointed out the means 
<¢ by which I can communicate my refpe& ad 
<<‘ homage to you the firft ufe that I make of 

“¢ their 
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‘their permiffion is to throw myfelf at your 
“* feet, to offer up to you my whole heart, and 
to requeft you to affift me in elevating my 
** foul towards the Eternal Being. 
“I fhall not recapitulate to you, my dear 
Mafter, what horrors I experienced when the 
** waves of the ocean carried far diftant from 
** France the beft of mafters, and the moft 
** powerful of mortals—you well know all my 
fufferings ! 
*¢ My whole heart and foul ought always to 
be open to you, and your virtues and your 
benefits will ever bé remembered by them 
‘* Deign, fovereign Matter, to think onme ; re- 
* collect that I have remained j/lated in the 
“« midft of my friends ever fince I have loft 
“‘ you; and the fole and only with of my 
‘heart is to be again united with a matter all 
good, all-powerful, and who can alone coms: 
municate to me that perftafion and energy 
‘which render me capable of obeying your 
commands, &c. &c, 
‘¢ Your fon and devoted fubje& 
© in life or death, 

<* Boulogae-fur-Mer, N.” 

«¢ June 20, 1786, 
The third is from one of the lodges efta- 
blithed by him; and from this we fhall give 
fome curious extracts. 
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« Sir and Matter, 
«© Nothing. can equal the value of your be- 
nefits but the facility with which you confer 
them. Your reprefentatives have made ufe 
of the keys which you entrufted to their 
care; they have opened the gates of the 
srand temple, and we have feen the extent 
and the f{plendour of your power. 
«Europe never beheld a ceremony more 
holy or more auguft; and we alfo dare to 
add, Sir, that never were we more penetrated 
with the grandeur of the God of Gods, or 
more thankful for your fupreme bounties, 
than on this occafion. 
‘© The adoration and the operations lafted 
during three days; and, by a remarkable 
concurrence of circumftances, we were af- 


‘fembled to the number of twenty-feven in 


the temple, the benediction was completed 
on the 27th, and the adoration continued for 
fifty-four hours. 

‘¢ Our prefent wifh is to lay this feeble ex- 
preffion of our gratitude at your feet. We 
fhall not undertake to give a recital of the 
divine ceremony of which you have deigned 
to make us the inftruments. We hope how- 
ever to inform you of the. particulars by 
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** means of one of our brethren, who will pre~ 
*¢ fent the account with his own hand. 

“* We beg leave however to mention, that, at 
‘f the moment wher. we requefted the Eternal to 
“<< let us know by means of a J/ign whether our 
vows and our temple were agreeable to him, 
* the Legiflator of the New Teftament appear- 
*¢ ed, without being invoked; and, after having 
** given us his benedition, afcended in g blue 
‘ cloud, the {plendour of which was fo glorious, 
that the eyes of the pupils were dazzled with 
“it, and could not look at it ftedfaftly, from 
** the moment that it defcended upon earth, 
“<The two great prophets, and the legif- 
lator of Ifrael, have given us the moft certain 
‘and unequivocal proofs of their bounty and 
“¢ protection. 

‘© Your children will always be happy, if 
“* you continue to cover them with your wings ; 
“and they are penetrated with the éxpreffions 
“‘ which you made ufe of, when you appeared 
“¢ in the air to the pupil, and faid, « Tell them 
“¢ that I love them, and that I fhall continue to 
<¢ love them.’ 
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“* They now offer up the vows of their love, 
“« their refpect, and their eternal gratitude to 
** you, befeeching that you will grant the prayers 
of 
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ee of your moft humble, obedient, and refpectful 
<¢ difciples and children. 
<¢ The brother Alexander Ter 
$§ Anioultirss 1.7508 


59 
® 





A variety of other letters are written entirely 
in the fame ftyle and manner ; it may be fairly 
concluded therefore, that, if his difciples ad- 
dreffed him with fo much enthufiafm during 
his abfence, their refpect and efteem mutt ' 
have been unbounded in his prefence. Indeed 
he himfelf has acknowledged, that they often 
proftrated themfelves before him, and remain- 
ed in that pofture upwars of an hour. On thefe 
occafions he acted his part with wonderful 
dexterity ; for at the very time that he was 
gaining their affections, by flattering their 
paffions, he contrived to exhibit a grave, my {- 
terious, and impofing countenance. In. fine, 
he governed and direéted them according to 
his inclinations and caprice. | 

We lament exceedingly, and from the bottom 
of our heart, that any clafs of men fhould 
have fallen into fuch a vile and difhonourable 
vaflalage. But, after having read this hiftory, 
will they perfift in their errors? Will they 
not find fufficient motives for detaching them- 
felves from his bondage, and confeffing their 
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delufion? Will they any longer remain unin- 


formed 
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formed in regard to the chara@er of Caglioftro, 
the bafenefs of his defigns, and the wicked- 
nefs of his myfteries ? 

But we fhall once more return to our nar- 
rative. On his firft examination he was violent 
in his invectives againft the court of France, 
to the intrigues of which he attributed all the 
misfortunes that he had experienced fince his 
imprifonment in the Baftille, and alfo the de- 
fection of his wife, who had been corrupted 
on purpofe to ruin him; the truth however 
is, that Madame Caglioftro, inftead of ex- 
periencing fuch a powerful proteétion, would 
have been reduced to extreme indigence, had 
it not been for the penfion beftowed upon 
her by the public treafury. The book of 
Feyptian mafonry, the fymbols of that wicked 
art, and the papers of Caglioftro, which form 
fo many convincing and irrefragable proofs of 
his impiety, muft furely remove every fufpicion 
from the minds of thofe who may have heard 
that either fraud or injuftice were made ufe 
of againtt him. 

He clearly perceived how neceffary it was 
to throw fufpicions on the authenticity of 
his wife’s evidence, becaufe he well knew 
that fhe alone could difcover his moft fe- 
cret crimes, and bring to light thofe ini- 
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quities of which mankind were before igno- 
rant. 

Neverthelefs he often teftified the moft 
lively tendernefs and regard for her, and was 
exceedingly anxious to. have her as a com- 
panion in his confinement. It may be readily 
believed that this demand was refufed by his 
judges; as was alfo another, which was to be 
removed to a larger prifon, and to be allowed 
the liberty of writing: this latter was un- 
doubtedly intended for the purpofe of keeping 
up a correfpondence with his friends, fimilar 
to that which he had carried on during his con- 
finement in Paris. 

Decéived in thefe two projects, he affected 
fincerity, and acknowledged that he had exer- 
cifed the rites of Egyptian mafonry; affirming 
that he formerly thought, and ftill continued to 
think, that this fyftem was Catholic, and that he 
had. exprefsly made ufe of it asa means of pro- 
pagating our religion, But he foon after re- 
tracted thefe fentiments, began to be apprehen- 
five as to the good refulting from mafonry, 
and to exhibit marks of repentance and contri- 
tion. In addition to his firft demands, he now 
requefted to have fomée more linen, a better 
diet, and the liberty of perufing fome godly 
book. We made no difficulty in fatisfying 


him 
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him as to the laft article; and accordingly pres 
fented him with ** The Defence of the Roman 
Pontificate, and the Catholic Church, by P. 
Nicholas-Mary Pallavicini.” In a few days 
after he obferved of his own accord, in the 
courfe of his interrogatories, that partly from 
his own refle&tions, and partly from reading 
of this book, he was now convinced that, in- 
fiead of contributing to the fervice of religion 
and of the catholic church, his condu& had 
hitherto tended to extend the empire of Satan, 
and to retard the falvation of fouls. 

At length he expreffed himfelf in the fol- 
lowing terms: “ Overwhelmed as I am with 
horror and repentance, for having fpent forty- 
five years of my life in that miferable {tate 
of perdition and lamentable aby{s of error, I 
am ready, on purpofe to fave my foul, and to 
repair the wrongs that I have committed 
againit religion and the fouls of others, to 
make fuch a declaration or retra@tion as may 


be thought neceffary. 


“* And -as there is ‘an immenfe number 


of my difciples in various parts of Europe, 
who at my inftigation have adopted the Epyp- 
tian fyftem of mafonry, and who are fo attach- 
ed to that faith, and fo obedient to my orders, 
that, although they are for the moft part men 
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ef letters, both catholics and heretics, yet 
neither the arguments nor. the perfuafions of 
theologians or learned men can ever turn them 
_afide from the fyftem which I have taught 
them—I am ready to write and circulate the pre- 
{ent declaration, as it will tendtoenlightenthem. 

** I accordingly befeech your lordfhips to 
make thefe my fentiments known to the Sove- 
reign Pontiff, that his Holinefs may fee that 
{ have abandoned my errors. 

«© I pardon my enemies, and all thofe who 
have carried on this procefs againft me, well know- 
ing that it is for the good of my foul. I alfore- 
commend myfelf to your lordfhips, who have 
treated me charitably, and have always interro- 
gated me according tothe regular and approved 
forms of juftice; a circumftance which I have 
never experienced elfewhere, and which has con- 
tributed greatly to make me perceive the fins 
into which I had fallen, and the miferable life 
which I have paffed, in error and incredulity, 
during fo many years.”——While fpeaking in this 
manner, he appeared continually bathed in tears. 
«© IT do not defire,” added he, ‘¢ any thing but 
the falvation of my foul: Iam ready to fubmit 
myfelf, nay I defire the moft fevere public 

chaftifement ; and I fhould wifh thus to expiate 
the injuftice I have committed againft fo many 
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perfons, and particularly againft my wife, who 
has alfo lived in error through my fug ggeftions ; 
for the part which fhe acted in regard to Eeyp- 
tian mafonry, refulted folely from my perfua- 
fions and inftructions.” 

No perfon however believed that he (poke the 
real fentiments of his heart, or that he was In- 
Auenced to this confeffion by an actual repen- 
tance. Perhaps he flattered himfelf by thefe 
means to. get rid of the profecution, and to 
recover his liberty. ~ But whatever might be 
his motives, this much is certain, that he’ foon 
perceived that he was the dupe of his own arts; 
for neither his place of confinement nor his 
treatment was altered in any manner whatever. 

His examinations, which had been interrupt- 
ed for,fome time, were afterwards refumed, on 
the preffing inftances made by him to be heard 
once more. As there exifted no motive that 
could induce the minifters of juftice to refufe 
him an audience, he had immediate permiffion 
to fpeak his fentiments. He accordingly made 
ufe of that privilege to inform us, that ‘he 
would recount a parable of two fons, one an 
elder, and the other a younger fon. But he was 
informed that it was neither a proper time nor 
place for telling of parables, and ordered to 
proceed in his defence, 


He then, after making a variety of quo- 
tations 
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tations from the book which had been lent him, 
relapfed into his former impieties, and fpoke 
as follows: “I underftand that thofe wha 
honour their father and their mother, and refpect 
the fovereign pontiff, are beloved of God; fo, 
in the fame manner, all that I have done, I 
I have done by the order of God, by means of 
the power which he has communicated to me; 
and to the advantage of God and his holy 
church: and J am able to give proofs of all that 
I have faid and done, not only phyfically, but 
morally ; for having ferved God merely for the 
love of God, and by the power of God, he 
entrufted me. with a counter-poifon to con- 
found and combat the venom of hell; and if 
I have done wrong, the Holy Father will pu- 
nifh me; if I have done right, he will recom- 
penfe me; and if his Holinefs had thefe in- 
terrogatories given to him this very night, I 
prophefy that I. fhould be fet at liberty to- 
morrow morning,” 

On being defired to give proofs of his mif- 
fion, he replied: ‘‘ To prove that I have been 
_ chofen by God, as an apoftle, to defend and 
propagate religion, I affirm that, as holy 
church has inftituted paftors to demontftrate 
to all the world that fhe alone profeffes the true 
atholic faith, fo 1, who have operated in con- 
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junction with the paftors of holy church, and by 
theif approbation, counfel, and direction, am, 
as I have already afferted, fully juftified in re- 
card to all my operations. Thofe two paftors 
who have thus comforted me, and affured me 
that my Egyptian mafonry is of divine origin, 
are ; and they befides added, that 
it had fo much merit, that the Sovereign Pontiff 
ought to form an order on its bafis.” 

He perfifted in thefe fubterfuges during his 
jaft ‘interrogatories. It ought to be obferved, 
however, that one of thofe paftors whom he 
‘mentioned had been for fome time dead, and 
“¢ould not therefore give him the lye; and that, 








as to the other, he was a perfon whom he had 
feduced and deceived by means of a variety of 
impoftures. As to that part in which he fpeaks 
about forming his difciples in Egyptian ma- 
fonry into areligious order, under the protec- 
tion of his Holinefs, it is a grofs impofition. It 
is however true, according to the confeffion of 
his wife, that his followers at Strafburg wifhed 
him’ to remain alone with them, and offered 
to purchafe a houfe which they intended to con- 
vert into a convent for mafons, and in which they 
and their wives, who were to live in common 
with all the difciples, propofed to refide. 

The monftrous contradiétions that were ap- 
parent 
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parent inall his anfwers, forma convincing proof 
that his pretended penitence was nothing more 
than a mere fubterfuge. During his firft ex- 
aminations, he confeffed his errors, acknow- 
ledged the wrongs which he had committed 
againft the catholic church, and avowed that 
he merited a fevere chaftifement; but he foon 
after changed his fentiments, and once more 
pretended to be an apoftle, who, inflamed with 
zeal for religion, had laboured to propagate a 
fyftem which he then thought, and ftill believed, 
to be good, and which has a perfect conformity 
to the precepts of the church. Notwithftanding 
all this, in the courfe of his interrogatories he 
confeffed— 

‘<< 1, That his fyftem admitted, as a funda- 
mental bafis, a total indifference, as to the reli- 
gion of the candidates. 

“62, That according to his doctrines it was 
always enjoined, in catholic or non-catholic 
countries, to attack and to overturn the ruling 
religion. 

‘¢ 9, That heretics and catholics were equally 
honoured in this fociety. 

“4, That, fince the origin of his mafonry, he 
has never believed in that part relative to the 
phyfical and moral regeneration ; and that one 
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of the paftors whom he mentioned condemned 
it as a ridiculous chimera. | 

«cg, That in addition, to this, he had felt 
many fcruples of confcience in regard to his 
{fyftem ; and well knew that in Italy, where the 
catholic religion univerfally prevails, mafonry 
is not permitted. 

‘¢ 6. That at Trent he had adhered to 
the counfels of his confeffor, who had com- 
manded him to abandon his Egyptian mafonry, 
becaufe it was condemned by two bulls of the 
Pope; that at Rome he had fallen at the feet of 
a prieft, and demanded abfolution ; and that 
he was determined to accufe himfelf to the 
Holy Office, but that he had neglected to do fo.” 

After. the recapitulation of thefe faéts, which 
were admitted by himfelf, it will be eafy to 
conceive the aftonifhing obftinacy, and the hor- 
rid impiety, with which this man wag animated 
in his zeal for mafonry. _ + ish plead 

But it may be here afked, of what religion 
was this wretch, and in,what did he really be- 
lieve ? Properly fpeaking, he had no religion 
at all. It appears at firft that his fy{tem tended 
towards dei/m ; but, as intereft was the only divi- 
nity which he worfhipped, he conformed himfelf 
acording to the time, the place, and the perfons 
with 
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with whom he carried,on an intercourfe. Thus, 
in compliance with the exigency of the cafe, 
he was either a deift, an atheift, a. materialift, 
a Calvinift, a Lutheran, but never a catholic. 
He would not indeed have hefitated a moment 
to have exhibited an hypocritical compliance 
in regard to the duties of that holy religion, if 
he could have drawn any advantage from it ; 
but he had no occafion to have recourfe to this 
expedient, as he lived for the greater part of 
his life in thofe countries where its bleffings are 
not experienced. In fine, he abhorred religion, 
whether practical or theoretical. — 

During twenty-feven years of his life he was 
never perceived to make the fign of the crofs, 
nor to exhibit any other mark of religion ; and 
during that whole period he did not approach 
the holy facrament above three times. Indeed 
it would have been much better if he had ab- 
{tained even on thefe occafions, as he was in- 
duced to thefe duties by no other motives than 
thofe of intereft and fear; whether it was at 
Milan, with a view to obtain a paffport for the 
pilgrimage of St. James of Galicia; in Spain, 
from a dread of the Holy Office; or at Trent, to 
deceive the Prince-Bifhop by means of an af- 
fected piety. 

He was a ftill lefs diligent obferver of thofe 
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precepts of the church which enjoin the hears 
ing of mafs on feltivals, and to faft, and ab- 
ftain from flefh meat, on certain Sheath: 

Not content, as he_himfelf acknowledges, to 
leave thefe duties unfulfilled, he even induced 
others to negleét-them. In the courfe of his 
hiftory we have had frequent opportunities to 
fee with what wickednels he exprefied himfelf 
on all occafions as to morality, adultery, chafti- 
ty, and other cardinal points of our religion. 

The impious life which he led, and the prin- 
ciples of that fyftem which he propagated, make 
us fufficiently. acquainted with the maxims 
which he himfelf cherifhed, and wifhed to sen 
pagate. 

This is the proper place to give an account 
of all the execrable doétrines which he uttered 
during his laft refidence in Rome, His judges 
have beenoccupied in collecting the proofs ; but 
we fhall not here recapitulate them, as it would 
be highly i improper to fcandalize the public 
by the recapitulation of fuch blafphemies. It 
is neceflary, however, that we thould mention 
three circumftances. 

The firft is, that on all occafions he manifefted 
the moft obftinate hatred and contempt for the 
catholic religion, its minifters, and ceremonies. 
He attacked the majefty and perfection of God, 
: } ; i the 
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the divinity of Jefus Chrift, his death, the 
grand:work of redemption, the. virginity of 
Mary, the efficacy of the facraments, the dig- 
nity of the church; in fhort, every thing that is 
moft venerable and moft refpected either in 
heaven or on earth. 

The fecond, that, according to the evidence 
ofa great number of witneffes who have can- 
verfed with him themfelves, or known others 
who have done fo, he is unanimoufly repre- 
fented *¢ as a man deftitute of religion, whofe 
principles are entirely corrupted, who does not 
believe in any thing; and one who is generally 
confidered as an atheift, an impoftor, a cheat, 
a heretic, a deift, &cc. abfolutely devoid of every 
principle of religion and morality.” 

The third is, that, although he ftrenuoufly 
denied all thefe imputations, yet he has been 
obliged to confefs a variety of circumftances, 
which fufficiently indicate his guilt. It is to be 
obferved alfo, that he objected to the teftimony 
of his own wife, and all the witneffes adduced 
again{t him, fometimes on one pretence and 
fometimes on another, although they were for 
the moft part people of birth, fortune, and 
education, againft whom no juft accufation 
could be brought. When one family in parti- 
cular were mentioned, he had the impudence 
to 
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toiaffertithat they were his:determinedi enemies, 
on account of:his, having: remonftrated:againft 
theirattachment.to theatrical amufements, which 
hie had reprefented) as. being fubverfive. of; mo- 
rality, and the catholic religion. 

His trial being at length finifhed; it. was: 
Jefe to his own difcretion, either to employ the 
counfellors ufually. allottedsto. criminals, or. to 
choofe others; but. he was. contented with. the 
firft, 

The knowledge and abilities of Signor. Gae- 
tano Bernardini, an. advocate of acknowledged 
worth and character, employed in defence of 
thofe accufed before'the Holy Inquifition, ren- 
dered him every way capable of undertaking: his 
defence. But. to take away from the prifoner 
every pretence for calumnidting the tribunal and 
the judges, as he had formerly done in other 
countries, it was thought proper to join to the 
firt the moft noble Signor Charles Louis 
Conftantini, advocate for: the poor in all the 
tribunals: at Rome, The: world is well ac- 
quainted with the charity, the zeal, and above 
all the talents and abilities, with which he ex- 
ercifes this dignified employment. 

But Caglioftro did not find in thefe defenders 
the fame kind of ‘advocates which he had ex- 
perienced during his former trials. Far from 
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feconding histricks and impoftures, they fpoke 
to him in the language of truth, and fhewed him 
the bad ftate of his caufe, and of his confcience; 
He began to perceive the unhappy end to 
which his obftinate impenitencé and perfeve- 
rance in error were ready to conduct him. He 
therefore requefted {piritual fuccour and inftruc- 
tion; thefe were accordingly provided’ for him, 
and he was put under the guidance of a learned 
and devout prieft. After the firft interview, 
the culprit exhibited the moft lively marks of 
contrition and repentance, and perfifted after- 
wards in the fame fentiments. 

In the mean time his defence*was_ prepared 
and publifhed. .This pleading, at one and the 
fame time, exhibited the talents of his counfel, 
and the bad ftate of his caute. 

At length the day for paffing jadgment ar- 
rived. This was preceded, like all the reft of 
the procefs, by the moft fcrupulous and rigorous 
forms of juftice which are in ufage in our ordi- 
nary criminal tribunals. They prove the exa& 
and circumfpeét adminiftration of the laws, and 
evince to the culprits that they are not con- 
demned without the moft minute and laborious 
inveftigation. 

The procefs was then carried before the 
General Affembly of the Holy Office on 
the 


































172 THE LIFE OF 


the 21ff of March 1791; and according to 
cuftom, before the Pope on the 7th of April 
following. 

The judgment did not merit a long and 
laborious difcuffion. Caglioftro himfelf had 
avowed, and the moft convincing proofs had 
demonftrated, that he was the reftorer and pro- 
pagatoriof Egyptian mafonry in many parts of 
the world; that he had exercifed this fyftem 
at Rome; and that he had admitted two per- 
fons into its myfteries. 

It was in vainthat he endeavoured to make 
ufe of the fentiments and authority of thofe, 
who faid that the pains and punifhment award- 
ed againft even an obftinate heretic, ought ta 
be commuted whenever he evinced unfeigned 
marks of contrition. 

It was in vain that he wifhed to derive an 
advantage from the recent figns of repentance 
which he had exhibited ; the edict of the coun- 
cil of ftate; which we have mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, could nor be difpenfed with. 
The pains of deathexprefsly awarded there ought 
in a particular manner to be inflicted on a man, 
who in all concerns, whether ecclefiaftical or 
fecular, had given himielf up to every manner 
of wickednefs, and might juftly be confi- 
dered as one of the moft, pernicious members 
of fociety. 


But 
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But his deftiny was confided to perfons ani- 
mated with the nobleft fentiments; to men 
whofe hearts were warmed with the rays of that 
beneficence and indulgence which religion al- 
ways inculcates, and with which the con/ultors of 
the Holy Inquifition have ever been infpired. 
It is alfo to be obferved, that the definitive 
judgement was referved for the confideration of 
the great Pius VJ. who in the courfe of his 
glorious pontificate has ever united the charac- 
ters of a juft and a clement prince. He was not 
anxious for the death of a finner; but, on the 
contrary, wifhed that he fhould have time al- 
lowed him for repentance. 

Here follows the judgment pronounced by the 
Supreme Oracle, on the perfon of Jofeph Balfa- 
mo: it entirelyaccords with juftice, equity, pru- 
dence, religion, and public tranquillity ; and is 
equally calculated for the dominions of the 
Pope, and all the chriftian world. We fhall 
therefore give an exact tranfcript of it. 

«© Jofeph Balfamo, attainted and convicted of 
many crimes, and of having incurred the cen- 
fures and penalties pronounced againf{t formal 
heretics, dogmatifts, herefiarchs, and propaga- 
tors of magic and fuperftition, has been found 
guilty, and condemned to the cenfures and 
penalties denounced as well by the apoftolic 
laws 
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laws. of, Clement XII. and. of; Benedié&t. XIV. 
againft thofe who in any manner whatever, fa- 
vour or form focieties and conventicles of free 
mafons, as bythe edict of the council. of-ftate 
again{t thofe. who are guilty of this crime at 
Rome, or.any other place under the dominion 
of ‘the Pope. 

“t, Notwithftanding ‘this, by, way of fpecial 
grace .and)>fayour, this crime, the expiation 
. of which; demands .the delivery of. the culprit 
over to: the -fecular arm, .to be.by. it punifhed 
with death, is hereby changed, and commuted 
into perpetual imprifonment, ina fortrefs where 
the culprit is to be ftriétly guarded, without.any 
hope of pardon whatever, Andafter he fhall have 
made abjuration, of his offences, as a formal 
heretic, in the place of his imprifonment, he 
fhall be abfolved from ecclefiattical cenfures ; 
and certain falutary penance is to be prefcribed 
to him, to which he is hereby ordered to fub- 
mit. 

“The, manufcript book which has for its 
ttle. * Egyptian -Mafonry,’ is folemnly. con- 
demned, as containing rites, propofitions, a 
doétrine and a fyftem which open a road to fe- 
dition,. as tending to deftroy the chriftian. reli- 
gion, and as being fuperftitious, impious, he- 
retical, and abounding in blafphemy; , this 
book 
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book fhall therefore be burnt by the hand of the 
hangman ; and alfo all the other books, inftru- 
ments, fymbols, &c. &c, appertaining and be- 
longing to this fect. 

By a new apoftolic law, we fhall confirm and 
‘renéw*not only theslaws of the preceding. pon- 
tiffs; but alfo the edidtiof the council of ftate, 
which prohibits the focieties and conventicles 
of free mafonsy "making ‘particular méntiow’ of 
the Egyptian fe&,° andoof: another vulgarly 
© galled the ILLumriwiarep ; and we fhall enact 
‘the moft grievous ‘corporal ‘punifhments, »and 
>“principally thofé provided for "heretics,: againtt 
‘Wwhofdever’ fhall’afféciate; hold commiunication 
with, or protect, thefe focieties.” , 
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Concerning the Lodge of Free Mafons difcovered at 
Rome. 


FE, have already obferved that the go- 

vernment of Rome, while watching 

the motions of Cagliofiro, had difcovered a 

lodge of -free mafons inftituted in that capital : 

the houfe in which thefe orgies were celebrated 

is fituate in the quarter called the Holy Trinity 
of the Mountain. 

On the very night after the detention of 
Caglioftro, the officers of juftice vifited this 
lodge. But it was eafy to perceive that the 
members had received intimation of their de- 
fien: for they had been attentive to their per- 
fonal fecurity, and had carried away the em- 
blems and inftruments of.mafonry, as well as a 
great part of the papers and the books relative 
to their myfteries, which perhaps contained 
fecrets of great importance. 

Notwithftanding this, the few articles that 
were fuffered to remain, more efpecially their 
regifter, Joined to the dépofitions of a multitude 
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6f well-informed perfons, gave us a thorough 
infight into the origin, the eftablifhment, and 
various other particulars concerning this lodge. 

If we had followed the natural order of the 
narrative, we fhould have recapitulated thefe 
circumftances in Chap. II. where we have 
given an abridgment of the hiftory of mafonry 
in general; but it has been judged expedient 
to mention thefe particulars here, that we 
might not interrupt the account of the perfonal 
exploits of Caglioftro. 

The founders of this lodge were feven in 
number, five Frenchmen, an American, and a 
Pole; all of whom were previoully initiated in 
other lodges. . ** Sighing at the horrid idea,” 
as they fay in the book that contains the re- 
cords of their proceedings, “ of living in 
darknefs, and of being unable to make any 
progrefs in true fcience, we have determined 
to find out a facred and enlightened fpot, 
diftant ffom the profane eye of mankind; to 
whom it fhall remain eternally fecret and im- 
penetrable, and in which union, harmony, and 
peace, fhall for ever reign.” 

This re/pectable inftitution, which afterwards 
affumed the title of the ** Lodge of the Re- 
union of True Friends,” was held in the houfe 
already alluded to; in which the firft affembly 
N took 
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took place on the 1ft of November 1787, and 
continued afterwards once or twice a week: 
fometimes however, but rarely, they held their 
meetings in another houfe. 

Irom the firft moment of their inftitution they 
began to make profelytes; they admitted candi- 
dates who had not been received into any other 
fociety, and gave permiffion to the members of 
other lodges to affift in quality of vifitors. 

Soon after this lodge alfo fent its vifitors to 
other focieties ; and thefe were provided with 
certificates and fecret inftrucétions, which are 
not explained in the regifter. 

Their numbers began to increafe with great 
yapidity, as they admitted young and old, 
married men and bachelors, Italians, French, 
Ruffians, Poles, Englifh, &c. who were al- 
ready affociated with other lodges; fuch as 
thofe ‘« of the Perfect Equality of Liege;” 
« the Patriotic Society at Lyons;” ‘ the Se- 
cret and Harmonious of Malta;” ‘* the Coun- 
cil of the Ele& at Carcaffona;” ** the Concord 
of Milan ;” ‘* the Perfe€&t Union of Naples ;” 
and the other lodges at Warfaw, Paris, and 
London, enumerated in their journals. ‘The 
vifitations of all thefe are entered and particu- 
larifed in the regifter; but their names, fur- 
names, and qualities, are confided to other 
books 
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books appertaining to the lodge. Several par- 
ticulars are however indicated by means of 
myfterious and equivocal phrafes; which, with- 
out doubt, were looked upon to be of great 
importance, as they did not choofe to hazard 
the detail and explanation of them in any of 
their proceedings: . 

That this lodge might be eftablifhed with 
all the neceffary formalities, they thought it 
proper at its commericement to procure the 
approbation of the mother lodge at Paris. 
For this purpofe they requefted and received 
from that lodge the ftatutes, inftructions, and 
regulations, for its extetior and interior go- 
vernment and police, and alfo for the condué 
of its members. They fent weekly to the 
mother lodge not only an exact and authentic 
lift of the members, affociates, ranks, and 
Official diftinétions, but alfo of the bufinefs 
concluded and agreed upon in the courfe of 
every feffion. They had a deputy, who refided 
at Paris as the reprefentative of the lodge; and 
by means of him they carried on an uninter- 
rupted correfpondence with the lodge or Orient 
there. On thefe occafions they never made 
ufe of the poft for tranfporting their letters, 
but of fpecial meffengers exprefsly provided 
for that purpofe, 


N 2 The 








186 P HOnt Ore epee eee 


The mother lodge alfo fent them frequent 
inftructions for the regulation of the affairs of 
the fociety, and patents and certificates for 
fuch of the drorberbood as defired them. Every 
fix months, with the moft myfterious formality 
and the moft fcrupulous fecrecy, the mother 
lodge iffued out to the fubordinate lodges a 
wateh-word, which was communicated to all 
the members; and by which they difcovered 
each other, at any time, place, or fituation, to 
be true free mafons. 

Every year they were ordered to fend an 
offering or prefent to the Orient at Paris, as a 
contribution for maintaining the fplendour and 
dignity of the common centre of the mafonic 
union. In November 1789 that lodge de- 
manded an extraordinary gratuitous Sree- offering 
from that at Rome; on account of which 
all the brotherhood were taxed at a crown 
a-head: the fum fent amounted to eighty 
crowns. | 


Befides the correfpondence with the mother 


lodge, that of Rome carried on an intercourfe 
with thofe of Lyons, Malta, London, Naples, 
Meffina, Palermo, &c. Many memorandumsare 
inferted in the regifter of letters received from 
thofe lodges, and read by the venerable grand 
matter, or the fecretary : mention is alfo made 
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of the anfwers fent; nothing however is left 
that indicates the precife object of this corre- 
{pondence. 

Among other. things, it had been propofed 
to fend all the ftatutes of this fubordinate lodge 
to that of Paris, fo that the regulations might 
be printed; and it was alfo. requefted that 
permiffion, might be given for the admiffion 
of female members. But the fear of de- 
tection ‘precluded the firft fcheme;. and as 
to the fecond, it was fufpended on account 
of the difficulties that the lodge would be 
fubje& to by receiving candidates of ano- 
ther fex. Mention is alfo made in the regifter 
of the archives kept under three locks; 1n which 
the ftatutes, the myfteries, and the fymbols, 
tranfmitted from Paris to Rome are preferved, 
and alfo all the moft interefting {peeches pro- 
nounced in the lodge either by the grand 
matter, or any of the members: among others, 
there is one mentioned under the name of 
Romulus and Remus. | 

There is nothing. in the Roman lodge, either 
in regard to the ranks, gradations, offices, or 
ceremonies, in which they effentially differ 
om other inftitutions of a fimilar kind. Like 


bein 


fro 
the reft of the lodges in all parts of the world, 
they had their different claffes or degrees, to 
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which the members afpired in fucceffion; fuch 
as apprentice, journtyman, matter, ‘mafter 
elect, and, laftly, Scottifh mafter. It appears, 
however, that in this lodge they never con- 
ferred but the three firft degrees, and no per- 
fon was admitted who was not well known to 
the members; and it was alfo neceffary that he 
fhould be approved by means of two unani- 
mous fcrutinies. 

The apprentice before he became a journey- 
man, and the journeyman before he became a 
mafter, was obliged to undergo a probationary 
trial of three months, and give the moft ex. 
plicit proofs of his attachment and zeal for 
the order. 

The members were fubje& to a contribution 
proportionate to the rank which they held; 
and this contribution was larger or fialler, 
according to their fituation in life. The fee 
paid by an apprentice amounted to twenty, 
twelve, or eight crowns; that of a journeyman 
was feven, five, or three; and that of a mafter 
was eight, fix, or four crowns. The free ma- 
fons of other lodges who wifhed to be affiliated 
with this, paid after the rate of a mafter. Be- 
fides this, each member paid half a Roman 
crown every three months, and three paoli 
every four weeks, “er the fupport of the ordinary 
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eftablifhment of the lodge: half a crown was 
alfo paid for the free mafons feaft, which was 
celebrated monthly, on a certain day previ- 
oufly agreed upon. 

Thofe who chofe to furnifh themfelves with 
certificates and patents, were obliged to pay an 
additional half crown; thofe:who were abfent 
from the meetings without leave were fined 
three paoli; two if they gave notice of their in- 
tentions; and one only, if they arrived a quar- 
ter of an hour after the time agreed upon. In 
fine, befides all thefe, at every meeting they 
made a collection, to which every perfon con- 
tributed what he pleafed. 

Flere follows the lift of the officers of the 
fociety : | 

1. Lhe Venerable, or Grand Matter, 

2. The Superintendant, or Deputy Grand 

Matter, 
. The Terrible. 
The Matter of the Ceremonies, 
. The Treafurer. 
. The Almoner. 
. Lhe.secretary. 
. The Orator, or Expert Brother. 

The Venerable, or Grand Matter, prefides in 
all the lodges; and in his abfence the Super- 
N 4 intend- 


CO “I AH & v9 











184 THE LIFE OF 


intendant, or Deputy Grand Matter, takes the 
chair. 

The Terrible receives and conduéts the can- 
didates when they are about to be admitted 
members; and the name of Terrible is given 
to him becaufe he endeavours to infpire the 
mafons elect with dread. 

The Mafter of the Ceremonies is employed 
in inftructing the novices, in direéting the feru- 
tiny, and in circulating the poor’s box. 

The Superintendants announce the names of 
thofe who wifh to be introduced, and conduct 
them to the feats to which they are entitled 
by their rank. The Orator, or Grand Expert, 
is employed in delivering a fpeech on the ad- 
miffion of candidates, and alfo on St, John’s 
day, the protector of mafons ; he is to recal to 
the minds of the brotherhood their duty on 
thefe folemn occafions ; in which particular he 
is alfo to inftruét the ignorant, 

The Treafurer receives all the taxes, contri- 
butions, and fines; and the Almoner all the 
money that is gathered from the voluntary 
donations of the members. The firft of thefe 
officers is obliged to give a ftrict account of 
his expences; the fecond is not obliged to give 
any account at all, but is allowed to diftribute 
7 the 
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the a/ms entirely according to his own difcre- 
tion, - : | 

As to the Secretary, it is his bufinefs to 
infpect the patents and certificates, to reeifter 
the proceedings of each meeting, and to read 
and verify the bufinefs of the preceding one, 
fo that its authenticity may be rendered unim- 
peachable, 

The altercations, the difputes, and the of- 
fences of the brotherhood are fettled and deter- 
mined in the lodge. The ordinary penalties 
are pecuniary fines, fufpenfions from office, 
and fometimes degradation, He who betrays 
the fecrets of the fociety is menaced with the 
indignation of all the members, with perfecu- 
tion, and even with death. It does not how- 
ever follow from this, that thefe threats have 
ever been carried into execution. Some in- 
{tances of penance are inferted in the proceed- 
ings; but the faults or crimes for which they 
were inflicted are not mentioned. 

The Roman lodge was compofed of two 
chambers, or halls, appertaining to the houfe. 
The firft was called ‘* the Chamber of Reflec- 
tions ;” it was hung entirely with black. On 
a table a death’s bead was placed; above which 
were two infcriptions in the French language ; 
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the meahing of which was not generally under- 
ftood, 

The fecond apartnient was called ** The 
Temple; and it was adorned in a different 
~gmanner, accofding to the rites that were to be 
performed in it. However, it was on all oc- 
cafions provided with a throne, on which the 
V eats con{tantly fat; feveral emblems of 

onry were {cattered up and down upon the 
val tte among thefe were the fun, the moon, 


nd the ftars,. On thé two fides of the throne 
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feveral se woh nt pillars were: placed; and 
AGeaae to thefe the brotherhood were ranged 
in order, each of them wearing his lea- 
zhern apron; about his neck alfo was a black 
ribbon, in form of a deacon’s ftole; and in 
his hands, which were covered with a pair of 
white gloves, he brandifhed a naked fword, a 
hammer, or a compafs, according to the differ- 

ent formalities prefcribed by the inftitutions. 
When. the lodge was opened, they treated 
about the economical regulations of the fo- 
ciety, difplayed the prefents which they had 
received from other lodges; nominated or 
accepted of a new brother. At moft of. 
thefe meetings they were accuftomed to re- 
ve one of the profave; for fo they termed 
all 
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ail thofe who were not of their fociety; or an 
apprentice was admitted to the rank of a jours 
neyman, or a journeyman to that of a matter, 

We fhall here recapitulate the ceremonies 
made ufe of at the reception of an apprentice, 
One of the drotherhocd, whofe face was con- 
cealed by means of a mafk, received the candi- 
date at the outer gate, and conduéted him into 
the Chamber of Reflections, which was lighted with 
a fclitary taperof yellowwax. The Terrible then 
defired him to betake himfelf to his meditations 
while he remained in that apartment ; and foon 
after prefented him with three queftions, fo 
which he demanded an anfwer in writing. 

Thefe gqueftions related to a man’s duty to 
God, to fociety, and to himfelf; and each can- 
didate anfwered them according to his judg. 
ment during the fhort period allowed by the 
man in the mafk for that purpofe. On his 
return he carried the queftions, with the an- 
{wers annexed, to the temple, and prefented 
them to the Venerable; and then making his 
appearance once more, he ordered the candi- 
date to lay afide his buckles, his watch, his 
fword, his money, and every article of metal; 
to kneel on his left knee, and to’ ftrip his 
fhoulder and left arm. 

In this fituation the candidate is conduéted 
to 





188 THE. LIFE.OP 


the. temple with a bandage over his eyes; 
being ordered to fall upon his knees before the 
Venerable, after a variety of queftions concern- 
ing his name, his furname, his country, and 
the reafons for wifhing to be received into the 
fociety, he is conducted feveral times round 
the temple; and hears, during that ceremony, 
a terrible and alarming noife. Being then 
once more brought before the throne of the 
Venerable, and again defired to kneel, he 
{wears on the Evangelifts, or on the /word of 
boucur, to preferve the moft inviolable fecrecy 
‘in regard to whatever concerns the fociety, and 
the moft implicit obedience to. all its regula- 
tions. On this occafion one of the brethren 
recites the formula of the oath, and the mafon 
elect repeats it word by word ; promifing rather 
to fuffer the moft excruciating torments, than 
violate or betray any of the fecrets communi- 
cated to him. 

The bandage is then taken from his eyes, and 
he finds himfelf in the midft of the brotherhood, 
who areall cladin their white gloves and aprons, 
each holding at the fame time a naked fword, 
with the point turned towards him, Thenthe 
Venerable, laying one hand on the head of the 
candidate, and with the other ftriking the table 
three times with his hammer, declares him a 
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Jree mafon apprentice; faying at the fame time, 
© All thefe {words which you fee around you 
fhall be employed in your defence if you prove 
faithful to the lodge, and fhall be turned againft 
you if you prove unfaithful.” 

The new apprentice, after this, embraces all 
the brothers, and receives an apron, and the 
Other attributes of mafonry: the Venerable, 
or the Orator, then addreffes him in a fpeech 
inftructive of his duties, and prefents him with 
two pair of gloves, one for himfelf, and ano- 
ther for his fweetheart; after which he is 
taught the figus, the fignals, and the words, by 
which he can make himfelf known to thofe of 
his brethren of the fame rank with him- 
felf. At lenoth the ceremony ends with a gene- 
ral fhout of joy ; and the members adjourn to a 
fupper provided at the expence of and in ho- 
nour of the new brother. 

The rank of journeyman 1s conferred in the 
fame manner, and almoft with the fame cere- 
monies, ‘They renew their firft oath, and learn 
other figns, fignals, and words; by which they 
know how to diftinguifh journeymen free ma/ons. 

The third rank, which is that of mafter’ ma- 
fon, requires formalities of a more ferious 
nature. ‘The candidate for that rank. enters 
the temple, without being blindfolded; but 
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he béholds every thing around him clad if 
black, and the apartment lighted up with 4 
fingle taper. After this, feveral myfterious and 
fymbolical ceremonies take place; the mafter 
elect is then conduéted three times around the 
temple by the Terrible; who holds the point 
of a naked {word againft his breaft, but with- 
out wounding him; he afterwards defires him 
to meditate on what he fees fufpended from 
the roof of the temple; on this the candidate 
looking up, beholds thyee death’s heads, and un- 
der each of them human bones croffing each 
other, with memento mori; painted as a motto 
beneath, 

After having made thtee turns found the 
apartment the candidate is conduéted to a cofs 
fin, when being defired to crofg his legs, he 
is forced to lay down upon a matrafs placed in 
the infide, and being covered with a blacks 
cloth, the brethren walk round him, and per- 
form a variety of ceremonies. Being after- 
wards taken up, he renews the accuftomed oath 
of fidelity and obedience, is taught the figus, 
Jignals, and words, which diftinguifh his rank ; 
he goes rouhd to all his brothers and embraces 
them, and then places himfelf among the 
mafters. 


Thefe are the ufual and ordinary ceremonies 
made 
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made ufe of on the admiffion to the different 
ranks and degrees of free mafonry ; and with 
a very little variation the fame take place at 
this day in all the lodges of Europe. It hap- 
pens however fometimes that they vary and 
alter them according to the caprice, or the 
inclination, of the grand mafter ; thus it is well 
known that in the Roman lodge, among the 
queftions to a certain candidate before the 
oath was tendered, the following interrogatory 
was put: ‘* Are you difpofed to obey every 
thing that fhall be commanded by the lodge, 
even although it hall be contrary to religion 
and to the fovereign authority?” On having 
difcovered the moft lively indignation at this 
propofition, the Venerable added, ‘* that it was 
nothing more than a fimple queftion, and that 
they neither talked of religion nor of govern- 
ment while the lodge was open.”’ 

It is well known that, on receiving a can- 
didate into the degree of apprentice in ano- 
ther fociety, they obliged him to make his tel- 
tament, that he might be intimidated by the 
fear of death; and as he was an 8 orant 
fon, the Venerable endea oured. add to 
his fright by the repetition of 

tences : 
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Petite & accipiErtis; 


Qu #RITE & INVENIETIS ; 


Qo 


PuLsATE & APERIETUR VOBIS. 


In fine, a third perfon on a fiinilar occafion 
was forced to make bis confeffion to a perfon 
who clothed himfelf for that exprefs purpofe 
in the habit of one of tlie regular orders; and 
during this ceremony he was placed in a kind 
of confefional << in the chamber of refle&tions.” 

We carnot here recount with precifion, 
either the words or the figns by which the 
mafons diftinguifh each other; for, as we 
have already faid, thefe vary according to the 
different lodges, and the different ranks of 
the refpective members; and_ befides this, 
they are all changed, and new ones ordained, 
according to the inftru€tions received from 
time to time from the mother lodge. 

We can affure the reader however, that the 
words are allegorical, and generally have a 
reference to the mechanical part of mafonry, 
and to the building of Solomon’s Temple, as 
Tusatcatn, Booz, Mak-Benart, SHIBOLETH, 
Joakim, Boaz, Aponiram, &c. 

As for the figns, they confift for the moft 
part in motions of the hand, of the face, the 
neck, 
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neck, and the breaft, or in {queezing the hand 
or the finger of a brother. 

Thus we have detailed all the particulars 
concerning the lodge inftituted at Rome. If 
we are not able to develope the whole of the 
fecrets and myfteries made ufe of, and alfo of 
the principal object and, defign of the members, 
it muft be recolleéted that they were but too 
well and faithfully informed of the fteps taken 
by the Holy Office to bring them to juitice. 
It was owing to this, that they had time to 
fecrete the moft important of their books and 
papers, and that the principal members, who 
could alone have folved the egma, were en- 
abled to efcape from the vigilance of the po- 
lice; for the lodge being entirely modern, and 
founded but a few years fince, it is extremely 
probable that its fecrets were eaerlifted to only 
a chofen few. It will however occur to every 
perfon of cornmon fenfe, who happens to read 
and to weigh the facts contained in this hiftory, 
that folly, fuperftition and impiety are the dif- 
tinguifhing characteriftics of thofe focieties at 
prefent known in Europe by the name. of 
Free Mafons. 

Let us return thanks to Heaven for furnifhing 
us with the means of rendering abortive the 

Grft attempt for introducing this folly and im- 
O piety 
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piety into our capital! The irrevocable word 
of God hath promifed, notwithftanding the 
{nares of hell, that the faith for which our 
Lord Jefus hath fpent his precious blood, fhall 
always.remain pure and unpolluted in the 
church of St. Peter, The efficacious pro- 
tection of the Holy Apoftles who have pro- 
pagated, fuftained, and defended it at the ex- 
pence of a glorious martyrdom; the zeal of a 
paftor who watches perfonally over the fafety 
of his flock, and who does not fpare any of 
the means that can be fuggefted by human wif- 
dom; have preferved us till now, ahd ren- 
der us fecure in regard to the future, againft 
the enterprifes of thofe devouring wolves, wha 
_ would furprife and {wallow us up alive. 

We truft that it will pleafe God, that all 
the reft of the world, convinced by the un- 
fpeakable miferies of the prefent times, may be 
enabled to deliver themfelves from this dan- 
gerous contagion ! 
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